The seed for Amateur Radio was planted in the 1890s,
when Guglielmo Marconi began his experiments in wireless
telegraphy. Soon he was joined by dozens, then hundreds, of
others who were enthusiastic about sending and receiving
messages through the air—some with a commercial interest,
but others solely out of a love for this new communications
medium. The United States government began licensing
Amateur Radio operators in 1912.

By 1914, there were thousands of Amateur Radio op-
erators—hams—in the United States. Hiram Percy Maxim, a
leading Hartford, Connecticut, inventor and industrialist saw
the need for an organization to band together this fledgling
group of radio experimenters. In May 1914 he founded the
American Radio Relay League (ARRL) to meet that need.

Today ARRL, with more than 170,000 members, is the
largest organization of radio amateurs in the United States.
The League is a not-for-profit organization that:

« promotes interest in Amateur Radio communications and
experimentation

« represents US radio amateurs in legislative matters, and

« maintains fraternalism and a high standard of conduct
among Amateur Radio operators.

At League headquarters in the Hartford suburb of
Newington, the staff helps szrve the needs of members. ARRL
is also International Secretariat for the International Amateur
Radio Union, which is made up of similar societies in more
than 100 countries around the world.

ARRL publishes the monthly journal QST7, as well as
newsletters and many publications covering all aspects of
Amateur Radio. Its headquarters station, WIAW, transmits
bulletins of interest to radio amateurs and Morse code prac-
tice sessions. The League also coordinates an extensive field

can Radio Relay League

organization, which includes volunteers who provide techni-
cal information for radio amateurs and public-service activi-
ties. ARRL also represents US amateurs with the Federal
Communications Commission and other government agen-
cies in the US and abroad.

Membership in ARRL means much more than receiving
QST each month. In addition to the services already described,
ARRL offers membership services on a personal level, such
as the ARRL Volunteer Examiner Coordinator Program and
a QSL bureau.

Full ARRL membership (available only to licensed
radio amateurs) gives you a voice in how the affairs of the
organization are governed. League policy is set by a Board of
Directors (one from each of 15 Divisions). Each year, half of
the ARRL Board of Directors stands for election by the full
members they represent. The day-to-day operation of ARRL
HQ is managed by an Executive Vice President and a Chief
Financial Officer.

No matter what aspect of Amateur Radio attracts you,
ARRL membership is relevant and important. There would
be no Amateur Radio as we know it today were it not for the
ARRL. We would be happy to welcome you as a member!
(An Amateur Radio license is not required for Associate
Membership.) For more information about ARRL and
answers to any questions you may have about Amateur
Radio, write or call:

ARRL Educational Activities Dept
225 Main Street

Newington CT 06111-1494

(203) 666-1541

Prospective new amateurs call:
800-32-NEW HAM (800-326-3942)
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