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AM PO WER ISSUE UPDATE
by Il~w ( :~I:n "n. t.1~ 1I

Of !lu n I\ ~~.
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RM numbers assign ed to power petutcns

M.lll, ph ,00 po-r><m.ol ( o n -

t.Kt .... ,th F(""C by AM",,", and
lri.-...i~ lit AM'... ~, indud ,ng ..,
!t.·N 0 .... ",.""hoot" of C"nll:~.
~ reo;ull.od in RM n umb..-r .os

-.innl1\t"l'll~ for In.- A M p",t iol'ls
boof" ...· tho.- .'CC KM " umbo..........
,,~ j"lk...·s· KM ·74tl1 pt"i.I " '" tOT
t tl.. <'l ,m,n..li"n (I f A M , W 3I<.:O :
RM·741C pt'lIlK'" fu r pt>TTI"' ....nt
AM in put pow..r )': •.andf,uh..r
eLl.....', AKRI~ RM -7403, SPA M
pt>" h u" I.. , l !lll(l "' ,lll ~ ea rner
po'''''''', WB!>TRQ, RM-7.t1U. pt"l1 
1i"1l lUI 7!'ol1 w ••Us carrter p... ..-er.
"WI I, 1/1""1:10 RM Ilumh.·, ..,.
,1~llnw1l1, is ,1 ,wn ·s, ..ry .. nd
I"'~lli\'" d"v.-l"I"',.."1 to'" milch
shuul<lll<>t l~' n', '<! inti' thi... RM ·
74tH. ,l ,h"... r ""' lo: t"l' h p.:Uti,,"
rnr ..InnirMho" 0' AM. shou ld nut
hdW l>o~>n .1s.si~I>t...l a n RM nu m
lwr b<..:d"...• it d ill " ul r"i.w ..ny
n..w i"'~lJ'''' OV.." a s ' llliLu p"t,
litm d. 'ninl I,-n yurs a llo by lho>
FCC 1"'1(,11 cuunwl lor thl' ARRL
r....l~ IMt .h.. FCC SI...I.,;)' lTIdy
bl' to "11 ,,,"' t..ly d ..n y .ln or I~

pdl''''''''' .lnd c.. 11 II .. draw b0o
t ..·...... tho.> pro- AM .100 .Ioh ·A \.1
consti l.....nn...., If Ihl~ IS thO' FCC~
st .ah1n II LS ba.....::l on t ....'TClln-
tinuO'd btol lt'f I tho.-r.. "I'\' " l"I)'

f"w AM op"" on

T H IS IS O U R C H A NCE . w ith
R\.1 n.. mbo..........'...- .._g.....J. w ..
now ......... a ~m.t 11 wi""'ow In

tm.. to Slibtml .. volu""" o r com
m..nb 10 ron..inc.. In..· comeus
_,,, Ih.tt tn.............1, 10 to.. .. """"'
t.lt" ",o~ioJ,.,..hon ,n I.... PO"""
t"l:uLtuoo< I", Ih.· A\.1 m,ioJ..
W...." y"" ro..:.·IVO· I h i~ "'ry 01
Elec l1'io!: Rad,o you will hit,'.. Io>s~

t.....n 2 w ....·..,. too·t.)r" th.· 30 ,j,t~'

ron' ''''',,1 r .:t1ud tor Ih.....' J"'1i
hun" ,.....t" on Ju lv 27,

Th.. Illlluwi ng infllnn.llilln ..·ill
h,·11' yUll 1'" .1'....' rom"",,, ,,, 10.
tl",,,,' p.... 'h""s. 11,.. FCC'~ 30 d ill'
("",m" llt !," ",Ill ' ''' th" ~lt't ' t ",n~

i~ I'TindlM lly tn Hit, S"" "" lt' lll" in
f,w o r or "I':.I",st t h. , r,·!<·t\·r..-.d
p., ti tion, .Il'( ur.l in l': to WII1i;,m
CtOS~ " , th.· l'",,,n'hll R,t,l",
Br,lnch, t our «l." m..nt~ "ho u ld
h..vll' th . f CC ...Id ..."" lin Ih.. top
01 th. p""Il'. /ol1 o w..d b y RE:
Con" n.."I" u n K M · .. n . .. nd
Ih ll'n " hu dinl>' To Th.. Commi~

s io n . CI Il'.I. ly ,,1..11l' in th.. fi rs t
p " . ..ph ", h..lh you ..... in
I or "'It ..in'" , p<'lilion. f~1
fr~ 10 m.... 1l' .. po in l wh)' you
..f" I n. Of " I';.. in,,- SOO" ......._,,'"
V,'u lTIdy ... .. nt 10 ,nclu.l.' '" vuur
ta vo••• bl.. "".. t""""'U " " ,.... AM

: PO"'-'" pri ,ti.>os



• Ytlur ,·,'m•...t ~'ri ~i1 t>t; .'S sh,'u ld "' ~ be....Iun ..l
• lI,w int; high pU.....·T lim ils will n~t yn u mun.·y 10 ' 1 " " '~l1 ul\" r

rnot!ilkd lln,", /k. ~ I"'t: iil(

• Yo" do 1lt~ M •""y ..~isl , ng joea1inl....I<'. .."'.. ..."" .... 11..,1 ""Ill ue
" .....t ll(1lt'" 0' pt, r

• Amn",,1 01 A\t xllvoty I.>d.>y ju,;,lLh.... ......'p..lt..I .· II....,......·U""'"
ron~id.·r.>tl<>t'l ,,'~I h ~ .. ' I .1,.1 ,n lomJ

• CUlWr u"l rul p"""'" c..n bo.o m...........~ ....ilh ""'>IU'I: fCC hdd
oq"' pmomt w"....." ro.'l . .. ,m"l: FCC i.....J<i 1'<"""'<>0....·1

• A ( 051 cure,dow. K ·C shou ld nut 1:>0.. ~ro.·nd,ng I"'''' on . o.-gu L,l k'n
"'!lv,lM'S IMI p"...., hz..." ... g..... p 0'..m.>t.'\'B ...·u ll "'> " U"". I"'!'t bt'.....
fil$lnr dnyorw.

• C..nad.. """ .. ~ pt"Ci.ll p"' '''''' r m.·~ur•.,.,....,.,' ("" ' O")I;,,' y lu . A M of 750
", ,,t ts.ca,n •., powt.., ' h., ' p~rv.." , ,,,.,, 1\,1 ...... ,.,. hi~lo.1( pro v,I.");""

U... I.... RM numtlL'1' of ,'''' A M po p". ,u u n Ih. ,' y f 1 h..~ I....
bnl ("1>.11"0«' 0' !oIkTl"!o!o or Ii... St1"u ..,.. c"",,,...nh f". n IMn .....
p"'1l1 k .n .. !'t".. "n); w,th lho.- p",onl s yo.. lil.· In ...-:h "n.· A It_ '-'l.lt..

mo.·nb un a slng lo.· po.);.. is an ad""!"",,, cum,n..,.,' 1'1. ·.....· ''''- '0.1.· d
"'pol . .. ,•• comm.·111 un RM 7401 ..." tll "5 hlll<'''~ ,'.... ...·nl.·n<.., vu k in!:
you' oPP'"," It'" to W.lt.:U !> p""lIl1tln . Inch,d .. Ih.. migin" t ",, 01 1 n'r
;.... u l r .lOCh com mr nl in yo... 1.. 11.., In Ih.. ' ollow ing ..t.hr~s:

Federal Co m mun icat io ns Com mission
fT C Secretary - Donna Sea rcy
1919 M Street, NW
Washi ngton, DC 20554

In 1'I1lI}.1 p<'l"It," d~kmlo: fn. th .. elimilld litln of A~ r, ...: ." vt'll " n 'r Ill)
oppu<o,ng ",mm" nl" fw m I.... AM commun,' y '" 1 '" f" v" r. 11>0.. po.1i 
hun Wd" ..knit'll W.. .......,J hund,o.'ds (If fdvtlr..bl., «,,"lIn.mb t il " lun ..•
an",ntJ 10 mov.. It... FCC toward s fdVn.dbl .. m l.·"", l ",!: Wnl.. Y<""
rumnw"t 1.>tJ..y and g.... OIho.'n to ....nt... (I wou ld bt- e~ I .t'1Tl..lv bo.-n.-li·
wI If you ('OU1d ak.. go.'l rour Congre-enwn ..nd s..""I." 10 ",nl..
....t........... w ..U
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''Th.. AR IH .I"" ARR·r

(~.... ho' K. ..... AIt.......· 111.....' _
' ' 10' k. 2'1" ~'k"d 1"""""""", kJ",4
IU 1 lI'koJ , W"
,"'"' __ uti , 1 T I<>Iw..-l ....
........,..... , .abuuI~ t IU

............ 1....- · , "' ,i'ol-R-
IhM' _ .. "I\". .ot 111 ~ >houId

....'" 1><' ho.... tI" ", "'" .loJn', I>.>, y ..
, h.o"K" <'l rl'n", ·u • I;o.g ....""'"

n... I"' obl...m ul hu 'nll pY~
wo...k l " hoi on .. ,,,, ,,oil "'""'&_
.",.1 ,n " I ~Jlr. ... ,.., ,,,. hit ,h .. n.",'
,~".'m f<' .lo." .' k,I".J . ,"" ", .." ,~ , ,,,.
bMw""" " ..Iy ..... K"' .. '" <<>ml'....... ..nJ
•" ' f"' od ,nl",,"'''.''', ","',_, ,,,mpol'"
""'''', .m,l ,h,' " ,nl,.,.", .., ..."n"" "r
''''''p l,-. ,,·..n' h I,"".,.n- In l ~ "' <,'"....
n ..~'~"""" ,.""" ,,[ ",' no <>, ",,10.. ,,'
""'I" 110,'" '" m il"" "'''If ,..m,~ ''''~hl
"'" .... ..1><..... ~u '-'I""'.•';,1><.,.

Un,l<.,. ",,, h..,mK ,..t...• 10.•• In
Un, ", 1\' 11" ..h."n', -do., ,';1\-'.
0 but ,t.., A Nln ....J " NN.2 .,..
~""~""'. n.... . ..,.... " "nkl ...·.1><1 oJ,.~

'f"k' , ~. h...v'''ll ' 1'1"""''',.1 "" ,he
.... ,pl u u. '" v." " umb.·...1><1
to,"!> , "'poe <>l ""ny a .n" "•••• 'n " .
,..-""- , .... ,,, • • ll.no. l _

ro<M<tl~ do .. "b.d ,,, In ,,,..
"""""""". ,Iuo • ..-... n pW"'.
Nmf'I<' ....-to I.I'P".:h .. """ ..........
.......,......"' _ ... _ .... dod. '

•

I h....... to...... ,........_.J '" u. .. A NII ·I
...... 11.1111 '2 "'"" k.. ...- " ..... no. <uI.
_ ...w too p_w... _ .
........ "'- In ' o.lo.'oI l>,-
s... .-_....._BI', W~ I A -""h,
:-ron. •rod SIk-IdofI t.n l(W
~, ...~ •• , ""n 1- k.. ,_. ,,.;....
......... , '"<'d f Co,.. HI)J-:f';Tl"l: __
...h :h d unn! ,..... .... """'" .bou' .....,
'SH'NFT ....... ,,,.h. , .rod k.. , "'" ..,,
...... ..... ........u"..,,,,,.J ron ,I'I<k>t>o<>.l ' "
my "i ~ ,.. ,... k.. " ,". ,.,klnS "m" ,,,
''''I'' 'roJ ......,l , m,'" ' m l~""'''' f" .t>
I~ t h..... " 'l.;" ho...- .. " h ...'m,· 't.,.,:nrt"....
",h, " " , " ..n."",",'" ..,' 10 "'~;"h , ...,.... " \

nl'· AN /ANN·' ,.",1 A NN.) .". ,w"
t>""" "'k"" ", """"',..-, ,.., ." dll"" "
"."'t>."k'" .' kl ,,,,,,mun,<.,.,,.., '~" "'m

T'h<-ro' ..,•• ,1 ..., 'Wll ~,,"••,. ,, " .... ,~ ".n'_
m"" ".",,·1.' ,,,,."r. n,j "C _ g•.
• .1,"11- 1"""-,,,,,"N"l' "'...
,,, vill" . .... 1' ..",m.. ,,~

T • """n I"'''''-''~ ,10,· ·m ......
'" olin · . ,....-... ."l....I" ' 'oI "h , " ' ''"'"
A II N-I -2 ", hroJ . , , "',",..g .... .
' 'u II "" r' "'''''ll'' H ,..
YC "' <t "," h...:ll~

wad< ••• _ <. llo'ol • "'..."'& toe.o.,-
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The AR R· l recei ve r with a 954 'aco r n' tube and a quarter fur S i l l ' co mpa rison. T he
proje ct ions Oil top of the uni t a rc S lI d PS [o r a can vas CO Vl'T.

The rra nsnu uer opera ted on a fre 
quency betwee n 231 and 25i'1 Mcs. It
transmitted eithe r CW (t il l ' usua! mode
of opcra tl on) Of voice sig n ;l ls from ,1

hig hly direct ive antenna ro tating a t 2
r~PM . The beam thu s swept pa st a rc
CCiVl ' T once every .30 seco nds; b L'C<IUSC of
the narrow beam the s ign,ll was audible
for pe rh aps two seco nds (lUI o f ea ch
interval. Beca use propagnnon at Ihest'
frequen cies is usually line of sight, th l'
transm itte r would rard y be pic ked up
on the su rface beyond len or t went y
miles; the range for properly L'{lui PF"I4.~

airc ra ft a t an a ltitude o f to,OOn fed or
above W ,1 5 50 to 75 m iles.

Whe n rronsrniuing naviga t iona l !> ig
nels , the rransmiucr wa s keyed wi th J

d ifferent Il'th ' r o f th,' 'l lp habe t fo r each
30 do groc sector. The le tters were chosen
fro m the set A, D, F. G, K, I., M, N. R S,
Ifand W.

5

Fo r example, from OOU (North) to lJ)O,
the loner '1\' might be sen t, then fro m
0)0 to 0(,0, ' If, then fro m (l6ll to O~(J, 'N·...
and so on thr oug h all twelve le tte rs . S1(h
ll'lll' r wa s t ransrniucd twi ce in its sector.
Though the se t of ll'lt l'rs W d S fixod , thl'
order in whi ch th ey wer e uvod ,IS thl'
antenna tu rned co u ld bo changl'd . Thu s,
not o nly wa s the d iH'l'tillll,11 informanon
cod ed, bUI th e codv co uld be rhangr-d .
Pilo ts W,'H' su pplied with il 'd ocod o card '
showing rlu- pattern cu rren tly in uw.

In ou r exam ple, when t ill' rceurniug
pilot picked up two 'R's. he knew ui,u

the sta tion (probably his aircraft ca rr-ier)
w a s wi thin a few d ('gH'cs of ·15+lHll '"
225 d l'g fl'l'S fro m his loca l ion .

Eve ry ten th revolutio n, th l' t ra nsmit
ter se nt a tw o lottcr sta rion identi fie r in
,111 sec tors: neither loner was om' of the
I wolve so no con tusi o n could occur ,



f .. ;n Un " F"• • ;, ... . I"~
(I, (" u , un""'ooly .,,,,,,.11 m;gh'

. .." ."" .00 ' r> ,,, u""' ,.... ,nlu . ...... .....
FoI ' h.I' II'.""'. , ... ".n,m,"<'<1 oi&N1
.... n·' I'''' VI IF ( W or AM ......·dd. M
u w<! • un.'l"~ d",,"' I~ ",...l u l." .. n
"''''''''''' ....d. .. ,II "" .1,....-.1 -....

n... AIIII-l .. .obuuIT, ." , U:r IfI •
W. OI_"""!\II' _ . pound•. I, ..
• Ivu' , ~ .nd m ", ,j .." ..

...............· ·h, StIll.n..,

8lU kco or"", "'. MM...• .1, pu_"
n... AKII·2 • • ~' , 1\"• • ...1 p 9
~. b " ~f<Un.., ,j ub..
... ...."'.. __ 'n••~,," nd '"', .....

•• •
AIIII 2 . h.ln I ,II .... _ . , ..

........."" ... 1 y bo' , ,j .>II , ~

....h. 'f'!_I.- I h.I .1 on ,....
aMn....nd .....,.., lnom • ,,_
""",ro!",, tM ' C.l/AIIII.2 ot C-
I~ ...... bo· ......t. , t<>r.- ......... ,he-
dwnll<l ' ""'It "" h" AIl:R·2
... ,10 , 1.0" h.I••n ...."' '''. 1col>ko ...
• mu'''' <In n" -d nn , .... I" f'l n<'!
... ,!\<.AIlII.2. A •• " " po_,hl " 'h.· C·
:JIllA lIl-·~ ... . . ,. po ' M,,"'. n Mhng n,. ,
VHF <"<Hm,w ." " . " , ...' Mf ",,,,.
m.nd "w,.......nd , .~ AIIIl-t "'"n
"lIonn,'] ."",,. , n~ tr)' • 11.,.,hlr I"
,h" ("nh ~..,. ""n. ,!\<. AIlIol-2 u...·
..lIy ".",n,,,1 .." n ,n.· ".m MF "",. in.I.".·"u·,v... ,... .
The U" ..l<le M". II.I. , ;" " S<h~me

Th~ """l'" I".,..", ul 'h" . y....'" "
'ho' m,.J .. I. ' H'n ••, ...."'" F'rM, ,!\<. "S 1
,,, , h"''''" ("W 0' AMv,,,,,,l ..
K ",j '" , ,,", u. ...1m.ln.......n . ,,,~

q y .. , W I I. , • • 00 ~.JO I. ...
..."' U, . 11 , ,h.lnro-~ ,,,.,, ,,
n.... ,h .. MF' 11 1 ......a mph-
""'" mo.oJul.o 2-'l.4 25>1 M. ""....,..
'00 ,h.. d<.o<obIo- _uLHN VHF »p.oI
..... .........." k'd

A.......... ' .,. ....ll kco <h.ln l<e1

~ .....:I _" j"'"t"""'" of
2SO M. y"" _ 1tI"""", ..- .. 2SO
~ ~,_~ 249. M.-..net
250 ....,......,w1" n:h -,"w·

eRol ' n_ ......II" hod 1 M<

•

b.lnJ ...kl, h . ,h.· 0'1 .kl,ob. oo, w" u l.l
"""" hl...~~ ... d.......J.. Loh'<l ..."h ' ''''<0'
,.;,~ .nd .1''''1'1..·.' on .11<' ,m",ch n.., ·
",..~<l . u .l ", .....~ ...n "I , h~ " -''''' W~'.

....I.<n& lhoe "'l\",,1 ' f'f"'" n un....."J ..•
10k'<! <....... F...... ,' I'..... "" .1 up,....
• . od<'b.ond. y<><>' I.o"....,~ un<t.t-J..
_n:.. _ ....... , n1~ .........wnlt..-_
... P"" lIfOon" ,.~'o<",n· ,n<>dor ..
• 1<>..1 -011.0_ ,n., of , n., :!SO
"" nIn ,,,y,, y<>U """"'"

OI\ly "e , "5""1 of " ~
.......l\h "'PP""" ,ho. '"' .

b , _~ , 1...--. >OJ<-.
Nood~ pol<'" ~_.of II. u"n ~ ,. , ..-..
to.ond , ......,1 ,. _ Yoll "V'OI•
,-.,'. no ..n d...._'0_"'0-
1.1.. . ny .......... ,n.....-...... ..... ,n ,.....

...... f""<'l"'t>W _Id ""''''''' M...U
I.... ","w do, t"'" n """ "8..1 hl.<·

,,,..' n..o". .. ho..... ,I." A1l11 _1 ~ AIlR-2
"'_ '" Tho.' AIIII·1 "I" No.,. .
c""uto ·zln ... "' ,...... TH " .., ..
« .......,"& 2:4 '0 2'-11 Me. ,Tho.' .1,.1 ..
m.l' ''.1 '" ,,, "". l"' ob.>Ny ,,,' ..",ur"~
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•
TnI' AR R·2 re ce iver. TIle knob Col li be attached to the threaded bush ing ncar t ill' center
of th e pa nel for Incal channel sele ct ion.

-
The test tr an sm illcr . S tag es (I l'ft to right) arc a 6AQS voice modu la tor,.:l 12AU7 MF
osc illator-mo du lato r, a nd a 12AT? VH f osci lla to r. O utp ut (on 250 M cs) is oJ few
mill iwat ts, by radiatio n f rom th e osci lla tor plate hu es.
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Both the gr id bta s and scree n su pplies
an' VI{ tube regulated.

Cooling is handled by a pair o f quiet
fans; one pressurizes the g rid ccm part 
menr and fOTCL'S ai r through the bd~

seals of th e 4-400!io, the et her fo rces dlr
around the glass en vel o pes and pl,ltl'
seals .

On the whole, the Vik ing Thunderbolt
i!io very well shielded: all powl,' r and ('(10
trol ccn necnons run through LC filter..
and the shidding is co mpleted through
the use of RF gaskctmg material and
shielded pane l meters. The o nly RF co m
ing OUI of thl' un it is going to be via the
coax co nnec to r!
Operati on

As with ,lOy other amplifier, the use
of 24() volt AC power is p refe rred , but
the Th u nderbolt will run off 120 volt s .
To use the ampli fier with ,1 transceiver,
a pair of DI'DT coa x relays with a Sl'OT
auxilia ry co ntac t is required to route RF,
either through (fX) or a rou nd (ltX) the
amplifier . Th e a u xiliary co ntac ts a re
needed to o jX'ra te the T / R bias switch-

11

ing of the u nit. Plan- vult<lgl.' is dppJil>d
dt all tim es; in sta ndby thl.' t ubo.'s dTC bi
d ce>d oH.

Tu ning and load ing ts q uic k an d pain
k'!> ... The grid tuning i.. vt' ry b road a nd
non cnncal. the plat e lunmg an d load 
ing ca n be accu ran-ly pr l.·· ....-'l: once thl'
p rojX'r "CIting .. ha ve been fou nd with
o nly s light tWl'a king req uired . The PI
network is capable of mdlchi ng a wide
ra nge of loads.
Performance

Ok, you want to know so I'll tell you
first. With a good pair of 4-400s thl.' Vi
king Thu nd erbolt will put out oJ maxi
mum o f 850 wa tts CWoLet' s co ntinu e on
th i!'> . Thi s amplifie r WoJS desigm>d in the
good ol d da ys of rlw 1 KW DC in put, fer
s t,Hle TS. Und er fu ll load , the- plato sup
ply delivers on thl.' order of 2H10 volts,
and one ca n load rho tub\'s up to about
7tK) to 750 milliampe-res mall, for a max i
mum DC input on th\~ ord er (If 15(Xl to
1600 wa us. Thi s wa s plenty of so u p in
the 1 KW days, but not in toddy'S 1500
wau output world .

con linu('d on page 31
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The orign.:a l A I{-81l. No ll' th e 1.Jrgl>ItF and AI" ga in contr ol k n"b~ below IIll' tuning
kn ob .

Th e succ ess or, CR-ij8, now with .:add..d crys ta l p h.:as illg cr mt ro] grou ped w ith sm al l..r
RF and AI' ga ln co nfrcls, bel ow the luning kn ob . TIle smal l knob d irectly below
the luning knob is th e Ili ning lock .
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J was licensed in 1()57 and ,11 Ih.1 1 time
all thl' goodies Hams were Ilsing were
U.s. Sign,il Co rp. surpl us. I was Just J

tee n-ager so mu st of th ..• cquipnu-n t W ,l S

impossible for nu- to acquire. Th en for
more than ten YCMS I was Q RT for s tudy
and work. I got my firs t BC-34X from a
friend in 1978.

From 19&1 10 1988 m y family and I
lived in w cst cncster Cou nty,NY where I
look the U.S. license and bec am e KD2HB.
During that period l acquired " good dea l
of surplus geM.

when we had to com e ba ck to [A, I of
course brought bac k Ill .my boxes (abou t
30 boxes) a nd have them in my shack
no w in working condition .

Hen' is some information abo ut sur
plu:-o/vintagc gear in japa n:

There 'He .1 few sho ps in j,i p ,lll wh ich
specialize in surplus g l' ilr bu t m ainl y
from the Korean era .

20

P ri CL' S MC a s tro no m ic a l. E.G. R
392....u.s.Sh(X.J, R3&L.U.s . $&10. W.11l1l<1
bring your 'boata ucho rs' to J,lpim ? Wel l
t ill! quality must be cxo-Hcru .

There is no publtcnnon like ER. in JA.
(No A WA, Yellow l'''g,,:-o e l,',)

Therearc many p' 't' pk' who Me inter
cstcd in vint,lg L'/m iht,lTy g,'aT Ju-re in JA
but there iHL' no A M ru-ts yd .

In JA there are no fl,"l ma rket s . The
o nly place WL' swap gl' ilr is via ,uh in
CQ Ham Radio mag,lzin l' (wry thick, bu t
110 real contents ) o r via peo ple.

I would like to take thi s opportunity
to than k you fo r the mo st enjoyable
m.lgil/,im' and to extend my Tl-'!prds \(I

all wh om I have become acqu.unu-d with
in the Ll.S.
God B1cs'O Anu-rica

S tol. l1 Tajima, J/\ I D N Q /K D 2J III

t
I
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Photo #1 of John's 813 tran smitter. Silti ng on top is a General Radio
modulation mon itor .
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I'hnto #2 Tbis vie w sho ws ti ll' fro nt and lop of ti ll' HF unit

Photo #3 The rear and bottom of RI' u n it.
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HL' talked 10 Jo hn Foster IWOY DXI. a
retired Johnso n en g meer, and then se nt
not ices to Etec rrt c Radio in Durango.
Colo., and QST in Newingt on, Conn ., tell
ing readers that Edgar had reseemly eel..,
bratcd his 91st birthday.

"I warned 10 do il a ye,lr ago for his
90Ih birthday," Knish said , "'bu t I sta rted
too late and the magazi nes d id nol have
enough lead time."

Those magazine:'> m,ly not be house
hold names to the gellL'r,11 public, but 10

ham radio opl'ra to rs they arc .1S impor
tant-as Edgar joh nson, who is o ne of the
pioneers of the industry.

Wh y so many loners for wa seca's
Ed ga r [oh nson? As Fo-aor Sdid," Edga r
sold thousand s u pon th ousand s of ama 
teur rad io Iran smiul'r.;. o ver the yea r!>,
a nd a to n of parts aft,,'r that ."

27 con t inul!'d o n p oll SI!' 31

Edgar Johnson swam ped w ith hundred s o f letters
Re-printed [ rcm th e- WaU'c.1 Su n- Rey iew
seory by Tom West

Edgar Johnso n has been receiving quite
a bit of mail lat ely . A lot of mail.

Ho w mu ch mail? Well over 600 ca rds
and lceors from around the world have
been flooding Edgar and his wife Ethel's
mail box in the last few weeks.

"lt's so b ig that I ha ven't even at 
tempt ed to go th ro ugh i t , ~~ jd Edgar.

The ca rd s .1I"C the r..'sult o f two gL-'S

tures . DEI, the parl'n t rom p.m y of E.F.
johnson Co ., se nt .1 no te III its cus tom ers
th.lI Edgar had undergone !>urgery ro
ccetty. That prompted .1 lMgl' number of
gct well cards,

Mea nwhile, Bill Kni..h IWBOKEKI of
Waseca, cu rrently Ed gar's ba rber and
formerly an em ployee , vis ited him in the
hospi tal and wanted 10 do something for
him.
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Dallas Ham-Com
by Mike Palmer, KSFZ
16707 Cnxrkso u th,
Ho usto n, TX 77068

The Dallas Ham-Com, held in the
Arling ton Conven tion Ce nter in
early June, wa s a grea t hamfcst for
those wh o like cro wds (abo ut 85{XI
attended) and those who like to S('C
th e latest eq u ipm en t. The re was
plenty of older test equipme nt. pa rts
and no t-so-old 5SB gea r. Bu t ,15 I a ir
served last yea r, it was sad to sec so
few pieces o f o ld gca r (or sa le. There
was a 75A-3/32V·2 combo for $400,
a few Ha mmarlunds and a few lo w
tier Halllc raftcrs. The good stuff is
fi nd ing a hom e faster than we real
izc an d is bcco mmg sca rce .

My spirits were lifted by the SrAM
forum co nd uc ted by Mart y ,
WB2FOU/ S. Seeing the old equip
ment resto red and in usc in the many

30

slides provided to Marly were the
most exciting two hou rs of the ham 
fest . O ne picture being wor th a thou 
sand word s conveyed much about
the ha ms who find great pleasur e in
restoring and using the old equip
ment. The slides were shown twice
at the req uest of the small crowd (50
- 60) who a ttended.

With eleven months to plan next
yea rs p rogram, Mar ty and I have
planned a "show 0((" of receiver s and
transmi tters of the 30s, 4()s and 50's
for the flea ma rket a rea.

None of this eq uip men t wou ld be
for sa le but this would crea te a big
in terest to attend the two hour SPAM
mee ting in the a fternoo n.

Stand-by for next yea rs report .
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