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Les Babcock, WI FAT, 1915-1992

Thi s April, l .l'!'>, WIFAT, pavccd . I WolY

afu-r a shur l iIIm·ss. 1..('S had lived in
Palermo, M,line, for many Y(~TS. l h· WdS
born in Brooklyn and wa s trai ned ,u thl'
RCA lnsmun- in N l' W Yo rk Ci ty . l it' wa..
fin-t lirvn..-d in Nt,W J(~'Y in 192H ,I ..

W2EC M . IA"!> wa s alwaysinvolved in (·I t"{"­
tromcs. I h- was ont' o f the fiTSt pt' r..<lnS ' U
install rad..r sys n-ms o n th l' we..1(ll,l'" oil
the sta rt of WW 11 . He U<.l't! 10 lell about
dri vi ng up and d own the COolS' in ol big
Ced tllac working o n these sy..tom s.

!It' ma rried hi.. wife, Doris. in 1941.
Af ll' T Dori.. p"....>d on 4 yl'd TS ago, I A"!'

d ,'.an"li a lo t un hi.. I n ,\ ' fa rm and insldllt'IJ
a brand -new traik-r a nd o utbuild ing . I I"
had a ..tenon in tht, t ra il...r bUI hi !'o rea l
mstallanon W,l" in thl' uutb uild ing ; in ­
cludi ng a l.Jrgp W 1FAT sign on the roof.
Lcs had ju st about every kind o f AMrig on
his ben ch o Vl'r thl' Yl'ar~ . lie wa s a skilh...i
technician . I ll' mod ifk-d them all for high
quality audio. Severa l Yl... rs ago he de­
quirod a com mercia l fl F ki lowatt wh ich
he res to red and modified . It beca me thl'
center-piece of his s ta t io n.

Los wa s VI' ry active o n t he a ir, ht· W,lS ,I

3

tm-nd to all . Many referred 10 him affec ­
liu na h' ly as "Old BlU.J',1rtI IA"'~ because-of
thocrus ryold yankc-c·al1 hr-wo uld put on.
l l is pa ssing marks thelo s s of a link to the
earlier days o f rad io . O ld -timt·r.-Iikl' lA'S
ca nnol bo rep laced .

IA's W.:lSactive in wntor ci tin 'll orgam­
".<Il ions and in hi ... church. Ho was a d e­
voted C h ris tian and nft" n USI-d t he
phone ot iC'>,"Faith Al Wdyo;; T riu mphs" when
signing hisca ll. HI' h.1d high stand a rds for
cond uci on thc ar r and hi' had a nice w <lY
o f l'n eouraging ptupll' to embrace th ose
stand a rds.

A SWL in Penn!>ylvdnia wroterho tam­
ily af tc r I ......·s pilss ing to , 'xll'OO hi .. ..ym ­
pathics and 10 noll' t hai !ish'ning 10 Lcs
hold pro mpted him to stud y for hi s licen se.
l it' had his codespeed up 10 ten wpm and
exprct od to lak.!· a gcnoral Iin ' nM' exa m
soo n. I ll' admired I...·s's values and P'" :
scnality and wrote in hi s lou or someth ing
all of us who know LA'S can agn't' wi th
even though he 's n olonger hen' in pt'f son,
"H is spirir and thoug ht s have be...-n passed
u n to many of us out hl'ft ' in rad totand ".
().I I~ C.lg.non. KW H
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PRR-9 Receiver di sa ssembled . Case at rear is upside d own; proj e<'lions a re helmet
dips. Receiver chass is would be flipped over to in sert in cas e. Battery pushes onlo
plug 011near righl rornerof recetvee chessts and is held by d ip behind left helmet dip.

"One lay w ith thcdlfficulty in properly
align ing the eq uipment whe n cha nnels
were chang u'CI. in the field. A no th er wi th
the (transmitter) ba tte ry w hic h disinto­
grated because, to save weight, it had
purposely been left un pro tec ted , And still
another w he n operators, contra ry to the
equipment' s capabilities, tr ied to obtain
full range fro m receivers not mounted on
helmets.

"All thosc ditficuhics sc rve-d once aga in
to revive the controversy l!Vl'r whether
the helmet rad io shou ld bca sing le u nit or
a two-part a ffair , On e conclu sion reached
at thi s ti me wa s tha t th e Army had no
nee-d to provide indi vidual members o f
squads wit h rad io receivers . Still another
was that und er the ha rsh necessitie s of
war an d because the req u ired q ua ntities
of sets had been drastically reduced from
250,OO() to 30-40,lXXl u nit s, ext reme low
cost in p roducing the equipment was no
longer a prim ary nbjoctivo.

5

"One had the im press ion at th is lime
that many of th e faults ascribed by users to
the rad io were really d isguised di slik e of
th e two-p iex;'e des ign of th e c-quipm cnt
and the pec ulia rities of small rad io opera ­
tion . Th is di slike took the form of find ing
fault wit h the erquipmcru and expressed
itsel f in a vague desire to want so met hing
'di fferent',

'T he final cha pter of the squad radi o is
yet to be written . Several th ousand sets
lan guish in depots unissued, with the
Army find ing it d ifficu lt to devise rc­
quircmcnts for a modified or new squad
rad io which wi ll sa tisfy u sers . As pres­
entl y designed, the squad radio costs $107
for th e receiver an d $139 for the tra nsmit­
ter.

'The Marine Corps counterpart to the
squad rad io is the PRC-68, a one-piece
(synthes ized) radio having a much shorter
rang(' (one- third to oncs-half mild at an
estimated production cost of $1400 . In

conl;nuoo nUl p.ll&e
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RMI:-4>9 wi th 'g~nu in~' RMI: "p~..k~r

responded f,J vu roil bly 10 ,Jl i~nml'n t in Sop­
ternber of lW9 a nd went to work in my
the n g ro wing vint,Jg" I'olll 't'tion holm
shar k, [ didn't revisit its in sidl's again
until J:l month s loIlt' f wh ..n I Wd S loo king
for tho MlIll't'\· of an oInntlying amou nt uf
hum th,lt was part icu larly oIpr aTt'nt on 10
and 15 mt'lt·r.; C WoSW,Jppi n~ ou t f)[)f,

local oscill ator tubc... mdtit' eorm -im prov,'­
mcru : but thl' hum pt'r..islt-d, so I tho ug hl
I'd bt.'Iter t'h('Ck out tho.' POWI'f sup ply
filter .

The KM E-69 manua l hol o; no picture o r
diagra m o f tl u- und er-cha....j .. a rea . The
uppt'Tchas...is pict ure g,\\ft' nu hinl u f wh l'n'
thr- filter n md enM'r.. m ig ht hl', a nd I W,lo;
having t r ou bk- find ing them . It fina lly
beca me app;:lTt'nt th,lt my tro uble wa s ht...
cauw th l'y wore not thl 'ft.'!Thore wa s om­
area under the cha ssi-, near the HO rocufu-r
tubewhen-the wires were d n -sscd to ctea r
d missing cylind rical co m po reru. I hold
been o pt·ra ting the f'l'O'ivI'r qUitt' satis fac­
tori ly on Mil and 40 CW for more then a
YC,l r without pt,Wt'f sup ply filte r ca pa ci-

•

to r.;! Nt"('<:! l(...o; tn ""y, the add ition of ,l
tubula r t-'Il't.-"'tm lyt ic di d clt' ,lr up the Tt'St o f
my hum prob lem on 15dnd 10,

A nothr-r peculiarity ,lhoul tho KMF. -69 is
t lldl it.. u-n control knobs and onl' togg lt'
swin-h ha ve no I,lht'l o;! A cas ual observer
ca n gUI'S!' that tht' lwo lMg" knobs u nd er
the mam tuning a nd band sp read d ials an'
tho.' tuning o onrmlv and that the knob in tho
middlt· wit h th('d i,ll ring nu mbered 1 to f)

mu'>l be the ba nlhwitl"h. Bul tht> idt"lliity
and fu nct ion uftht' n·m.lining ronlro ls wa :o;
d ...·(:n'l known o nly 10 th e h"iOO ini tiated
IN .,. / o wn lT.'iu fan KM F.-6Q,Imdgt ne ho w d
visitur to a n KME~'quippt-d shack fell 10
St"( ' tht' (lpt' ra tor ca..ually adjus ting first one
kncband then anothcr wi th noidcaof Wholl
they wen-or- did !M y ' f)~, having sta rted its
Ii fl' in service to a gl'nl'f,11 inn of I.lrgd y non ­
amateur Electrical Engint...-r ing stud en ts, is
fittt 'tJ o ut with a St'l o f nwlly c ng favI'<:!
I~ kl'li t c I.lbds.-ls you ca n st..... fro m its pic­
ture. lllt--y are hand sumt' a nd functiona l,
bUI thl")'do take ~)ml' of the "mystery" out
uf usoperarion.
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Pictured .ue ( 1.) Sinan M imaragl u , KA2BWII , and (R) SIn'1,' Ickes, W83t1UZ, in fron l
of a 1948 C c nera l Elect ric BT-20-A. It has a pale of 828's modul.ltin g a pair of 810's, link
coupl ed ou tpu t@250W rated.

Back in March, Stew and I mold ed trip
to upstate New York re collect no t o nly the
BT-20-A p ictured , serial numbcrSD-2, but
also its you nger sister, an identical BT-20­
A, serial numbc r SD-22! One wa s in Syra ­
cuse, havin g been trad ed in at a broadcast
house tha t deals in used gea r, the other
was in Utica, N.Y., about 70 miles away.

W(" are now in the pn)(:ess of gL>tting
ready for a restoration and convers io n of
each. It wa s a happy co incidence that both
trans mitte rs turn,...d out to be the sa me,
since we had gotten on 10 thorn from tw o
completely d ifferent so urces and thought
they would only be con nected gcographi­
cally as we gut ready for th e trip.

As it is, whatever's been mod ified in
Steve 's m ight not have been done to mine,
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a nd vice-versa, so we ca n usc each a s a
pattern 10 restore them 10 stoc k ur figure
out how so met hing is sup posed to be
d one !

One thi ng thai might be pointed out to
en courage the acquisition of broadcast
transmi tter s by members of th e AM com­
munity is that FCC ru les for broadcast
sta tions req uire that the tra nsmitters have
full docum en tationon file and available at
the sta t io n.Th is m akes it wry likel y a ne w
owner wou ld get th e book and schematic!

I look forward to mor e cove rage in ER
ofth is very important an d availab le source
uf "big rigs" in thi s day o f downsized ,
ba rely rat ed , consumer-grade, amateur
transceivers on the market.
Paul Cou rs on, WA3VJB



Kenneth Ball, WA6BQX, in hi !!vi ntage slat ion.

Peed Pomrenke, WD5BPP, one of th e 'big' Texas sign.ll is. Fred has b een oper ating AM
for the last few yea ffl. He says h e was in spired to ge t on AM when he rom across W5prr
one nighl while tuning across 75. The Ira nerrrit ter in the ph oto i9 ho meb rew,

'6



Th isls a very rare [they on ly mad !' II) Mu lti-(:Im.ac ATR-4 SSR transceiver, Lea Sa lter,
KN4JW, a Multi-El m.ac col lector, recently acquired this rig a nd is looking Io r an yc ne
who m ight know so met h ing about it. lle·s also ga thefing Informa tion on th e M ult i­
Elmac com pol ny (Of an article wh ich wi ll appl'ol r in ER.

Edward Solo mon, N5QVQ. in hi s slol tio n with moslly Co lli ns gl"oIr. Il l" hols been
licen sed (or on ly two yt'oI rs .

17
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Th e "O ne l' il'C1" AI A Time" 75A-4.

~ I just want the best, and I knew this
wou ld be my only chance.

"At that rime, you wen- allowed as an
employee, to pu rchase ont.' JX'r year of
anyt hing they made at wh.uovcr the in­
ven tory cost was."

Kgucs -ed his coseasancmployocwoc td
ha ve been about $.1..'iO.

"Even thdt WdStoo m uc h."
Khad a fallback pl,)n , OIht'fwi~' known

as the old ha m approach. IIomcbrcw mg.
"The only wa y was to u sc my labor a nd

thei r parts. You Wl'fCallowt'd to p urchase
the pa rts fo r produc ts tht' co m pa ny made­
during yo ur noon ho u r. You co u ld go to
the P.lrt s supp ly roo m and offer a list o f
pa rt num bers an d you had to pdy cas h for
them a s yo ur paycheck permitted."

K bought a so:1 of 75A-4 blueprints.
Ilt'Cl m t'd o f K'SqUL'!<ot fora 75A-4and of

his unu sua l solut ion when heca lled mea
few y.'ars ago a fter I advcrnsed in ~'T
looking fo r a 75A-4 .

He off.' n<d to sel l me a 75A-4 . But he

21

warned me th. 'fl,' W.lSno seri a l number o n
it. I It-' ex plained that in m'arly ,' v('ry WdY
hi s rad io wa s a ring .' r for .l factory-built
75A-4.T he knob W.lSd ifft'n'nt, bL'CilU!'K' he
homebrewed tha t too .The-panel an d cabi­
m1 were s ta nd ard , although in some in ­
s ta nces he'd used bcen-r qu.t1ity compo..
nt'nl s th an the factory -made A-4s. Throe
!oma ll hu ll'S in t he back shewed where he
onn' used it to ru n a s idl"bdnd excit or .

I t hink th e 75A-4 iSJ marvelous ra d io,
The-idea that somebody hold bomobrowed
om' - lilt'rall y built il in his basemen t ­
fascinalt'd me. To K, though, his accom­
plish ment wa s nu big deal.

~ In tht' y,'a r I worked for Collins Radle,
there were a t least ha lf a dozen engi nt'l'r·
tng lab tcchn tcta ns w ho we re build ing
their own as well . Th ere's no thi ng di st in..
gui!oh ing about this . Id on 't kno w why you
think thi s is so non-worth y - at Drake you
would find th e sam.' thing . It's not a
novony -c thcre arc ot ho.'r ones out there,
you bl.'t, It wa s jus t econ omy,"

oominaed nnt p..ge
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Audio Mod For The Johnson 500
by Willia m Beat ty, K7CMS
4721 N. Bamboo O r.
Tu scan, AZ 85749
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The following components are changed:
R145 from 10 K to 47K
R146 from 1 Meg to 2,2 Meg
C203 from 330 pF 10 100 pF
C204 from .001 10 .01
C205 fro m .1 pF 10 20 pF
R150 from 680 10 2.7K
Cl (new) .25/100V
C206 from .11020 Mfd/450V
R157 from lOOK to 470K
C211 from .1 1020 Mfd/450V

C207 off Pl o f Vll0 to Pl of Vl11

Disconnect audio cable from P8 of VI09B.
D isconnect all between Pl of vun (clipped and Pl of Vll1
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Lee Faber, W7EH...Radio Pioneer

by IJMry w~ I';f,( '!>WIl '
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Lee (on th e left wi lh headphones) and Art Schneider in 1913. This was tee's first
station ('wirde9s SM ') . He wa sn't licen sed until fou r years later, in 1917.

,

Fl

A recen t photo of Lee wilh his present-day eq u ip me nt. The plaque on the wall was
gtven 10 him by the ARRL for 70 yea rs of membership,
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Dayton 1992 Trip Report
by Dale Gagnon, KWlI
9 Dean Ave.
Bow, N H 03304

The trip to th e Dayton Hamvcntion
with slllpS d t Fair R.ldio 5.t1('!> a nd the
Wright Patterson Air Porco m useum has
been "Spring Brea k" for me formorcthan
15 yt'ars; the trip I look fo rw ard to for
month s. This year my brothor.Dea n,
KKIK, m y so n Ph ilip. N IlU IG, and I
emba rked Irom O U T tt 'Tldl'ZVOUS point in
Scht.·nt.'t"lddy . New York,at about 7:30 PM
on w ednesday, April2J.Our intention in
previous yt.',u s wa s to drive straig ht
through the night, rot dt ing drivers until
we arrived in Lima. Ohio, oil Fair Radio
before thei r o pening time at 9:tkl AM the
following day.

Th is tri p was to be a 1iIIIc d iffC'R'nt. WI..'
Wl'R' I;o ing to stop bril'fl y III vis it Dick,
W2UJR, in A lden, Nl'W Yo rk , near But­
fain, about midnight . Dirk is iI reg ula r

I.·deh morn ing. bofcrc d awn.cn 1.KHR Mh z
AM . Dick stay ed up laic for us and ta lked
liS in . As we toured hi s shack we hl·...rd ...
knoc k .11 the door and were su rprised to
Sl't~ th... t two other acquaintance s, Bob,
W2Pr:F, and Ken , K2f-l, had ad justed thei r
sll't' pi ng schcduk-s to 81..'1 u p a nd see us as
w('II! We had a good tim.... looking a t pic­
tu n 'S, taking pic tures and in spt.-cting a
!'i(~Y antenna range by nd sh lig ht .

We were on ou r W olY about 2:00 AM and
arrived in Lim" ott about H:OO AM at the
precise moment to kl,·p an I..'YI..W U schod ­
ule wi th Bro wn, WA 1NZ R,a nd his travel ­
ling matosforbn-akfa-a .W(· tho.-nproceeded
to spe-nd almost Ih(' ('fltin' d ay at Fair Ra­
dio 5.l1l..'S. As u sua l, f-dir Radio had thuS('
h... rd 10 find parts thdt had bx-n holding u p
complouon or scvor... l WW IIradio project s .

contin ued ne~1 P<'1Ii1!

Seme of th~ over 70 h am... wh o a t tended th e A M Fo ru m



Members of the pa nel discu~~ion : fro m Idl, Jim, W4I'NM,Pell.', WA 2CWA, (Ja )e,
KW H, Skip, K7YOO, Don, K4KYV, and John, WB5I1RI .

w e d rovorho remai ni ng hour Im m Lima
to Dayton a nd a rri ved al6:llJ I'M .

Aft c r checking into our motel, WI'
hea ded oullo th,! Ha ra Arona co m plex to
see what wa .-. happening. Thursday, be­
fore Ihl' Ha mvon tio n, is Iloamarkct !'t.'1-up
d ay and there wa s a lo t of act ivit y f;0inf;
on.The H amvennon o ffice wds open un til
7:00 I'M , alk)wi ng me to gM. all thr- las t
m inulc arr,m gl'm,'nts made for tilt' AM
Forum on Snurday. Wc enu-red th t' !lt'ol
rnarkre 10 check for ou r spot . Wl' fou nd
ourlocal ion q uickl y a nd wcre ablcto sco ut
around Ihl' flt'd market fo r a while bef ore
d arkness... and fangue st.'! in . It had bcon
su nny a nd mild gi vl ng u s hope sho wl"!"s
and cool weather in the fo rcc a ...t m igh t
pol...s us by .

Wl.'n'1u rnt 't.t tot he motel and Wl'f(' SUUn
joined by Don Cho...tc r, K4KYV, wh o had
d riven in from Tennessee. Our la ...1official
act before tu rning in wa s to a sk t hc motel
desk to ring ournxlm aI4:30 AM!It St'l.'mnj
a bn early, but it got us to the Ileamarkr-t
before 6 ;(1) ahead of tho Ira ffic.

Friday morning ...ta rred wi th mudl' rdh'
temperatu re.... a nd patch es o f c1l'dr sky
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sho wi ng. As the su n carne up and WI'
made a fe w fa!'it lo u rs thro ugh the
fll'dmdr kt-t we-could see rh•.H it WJ,S l'ven
la rger than the yl'dr before with OVt'T 250CJ
!"p.! Ct..... Unfortuna tely, a thunderstorm
hit sho rtly a Iter the bulk o ffI"d mJ,rkt'1I'CTS
had uncovered thei r exhi bits. The inside
exhi bits wert' not open yl't so wc wen t
beck to our van 10 wait it OUI . Th e-rain did
!'iIOp for extend ed period..a llowing fdirly
norma l activity . W,' W"fl.' g ldd we had
brought boots a nd rdincodl.. wit h us. The
f11'.1markl'1 wa s rich with AM gear and in
somccascs a potcnual buyer bad 10 borich
toend up with anyof it .There were at lea st
lOCoJlin s 75A-4 n'C't'iwfS. l'a rkl'f, WIVG,
had a hid of AM gt'ilr, that included a DC·
6]0 and a bea utiful MI'is...nl'r 150, for sale.
Thoro were a couple of Rangers an d at
It'ilsl onu joh nson S(X). Two Wlod ART·I3·s
were spotted and o m' BC .375, com plete
with all tun ing unit s.There were of course
good buys on almo...1overyt htng depend ­
ing o n your timing, you r neg otia tio n skill..
and yourab ilny toendure ksoking fhm ugh
a ll of th e boxes a nd inlo a ll of th e trunks.

W" took St'vt...al ho urs off mi d-day to
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A Ml"i!!!!nl"r 150, o n I'a rker, W IVG'!!, table. This tr an smitter oon !!i!!b of a s in gle 813
modulat ed by a pair o f 810's.

visit thl' Wri ghl Patterson Air Forn ' Mu ­
seum . Onl' of Ihl' hundred s of exhibit s iSd
8-29 fUM'ldgl' Ihdl Coi n be walked th rough.
There werr- ,1 few minor flaws in the prt--­
scntation of tht'lJ..2lJradio room . Tht" Be:.
348a nd ART-13 Wt'n.' mis...inga few pdrts
and head phon es were plugged into Ihe
ART-13 speech amp!

We got bold. to Ihi' Hamvonuon later in
the aft l'Tflt"llm and checked out Ml'l.'l:ing
Room 1#7 in advance of Saturday's AM
Foru m.Thoaudjoyvisual equipment WdS
in plece, b ur the roo m needed at least 20
monocha irs to M'dl tl().

5.ltUrddY had a Wt'l: s tart, with off a nd
on shnwt'r'S through the day. I spt'nl Ihl'
morning in Iht' ex hibit area . At U S I'M
thl' AM Forum began with a stdnd ing
room only crowd of OVl'r 70. Just h. 'fnTl'
the Forum , Ccmuld, K8A f.l' , wh o W,lS
hcad ingovl'T'St\lS with the Army ext end ed
a unique uffr-r, I II' wa s looking fur an
amateur who wo u ld usc his G lob!' 5(X)C
whill' Ill' wa s out of the co untry for d few
ye,us .

The Forum Sldr11'\i wi rh slides o f 5.Jm.
WfillDU's, s ldt io n . Sam hds a ta bulou..
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colll'('ti on of historic receivers and trans­
millers" I wa s able tn report on his most
n'\"t'nl add it io n, a Wt-'!>II'I'n Electric 443A·
I KW broadcas t tran sm itter. The sl id e
sho w ended with d brid" view of And y.
WA4KCYs, and Jim, W4l'NM 's, stalio ns
and Stlme p hotos o f th l' v intage military
radioexhibitatlhl']9lJ1 w arbird vair show
in New Ha mpshire.

A pa nel discussion of AM 0f'!'I'atoTS
wa s the next ft'd lun' of thl' AM Forum.
l't'l:e, WA 2CWA, hum thl'Northl'ast,Skip,
K7YCXl, fro m NOr1hc't-'I\lra l,Jim, W41'NM ,
fro m the Southt'ast and John, WIl'iHRI,
Imm Sout hrcntral wt'n'thl' paIll'Jisl !>. Don ,
K4KYV, ques fionod t~ch pant'list lin th e
AM activity in thei r gl"l>gra phy . l'l'l:e an d
John noted the increase in VI IF AM activ­
ity in their geographies; Jim talked about
d new organization, 'SEAMS', S outheas t
Am plitude Modulation Sodd y, Skip d o­
scribed a gwat 160-mr1:I'r AM activity in
his area lin thc high end of the band .There
was also di scu ssion of lntcrtorcncc be­
IWI"," AM QSO's in diffeT"t'n l f'dr1Sof the
co u nt ry ncar the sa me fT"t'quI'ncy and th e
d osira biluy of stalions in each Q50 7~'I'O-

n ",linurd on p.lRf' 37



VINTAGE PRODUCT REVIEW

The Hallicrafters SP-44 Panadapter
by Hill Kleronomos, KD "HC
P.O. Box 1456
Lyons, CO 80540

ThUN.' uf us wil t) restore a nd U !>O.' 111,-'
rad io g t>aT mad,' during the glo ry d ays o f
American manufcctunngare not !'>by d boul
pointing uut that much of this "obsolet e"
equipment has performance in areas such
as sclcctivuy, $I-'ns itivity a nd audio fidel­
ity thai is un para l...-led by a ny bUI thl'
p ricey modem models . So il is a matter o f
part lcula r pridt' w lu-n onpuw nsa n i (I'm of
classic equipment thai ha s no mod ern
equivalent · .I t .my price. Suc h is tht-cast'
with Ih t' Hallicraftcrs 51'-44 Pa nad a p tcr.

The 51'44 did nul have a long p roduc­
tinn run: .lds ,1 Pf>l',IT in Ihe ARRL H..and ­
books fo r 1'0147 and 194K Curiously, the
advertised pr k-cin 1947 wa s$9950and in
1948 th...prkt>was half tha i at S49.50. Had
the firm at 5 th and Ko !'Ol tle.'l' in Chic;l~()

given up due to s lo w saIL'S and h.K1 ;I

ch-ara nce sa le? Irs hard to Sdy; Cl'rtainly
the.' SP-H is not as uncommon .IS some
othL'!' Hallicratters items surviving toddy
but exact sales figures an ' s trict ly a metter
of co nject u re . It is possib le tha t with
Ild llicrdfte."l"S tt'k'Visio n, r;ldio-phonograph
.m d ot h' "I"cu nsum c."I"d ,'ctn mics Sil l' 'Sg nlw ­
ing ra pidly, a decision W;lSm....fc to u tilize
the p r oduct ion lim' n "M1Urn -S of a low
vo lume prod uct fo r om' wi th morelucra­
tivc possibilities . In dny case, the inst ruc­
tion manual is datod Mdy,l 946, with a
revision d ated April. 1947.

The.' 51'-44 may or may not ha ve b....en
t lu- o n ly mass- p roduced pa na da ptcr
Hallicr a ttcrs ever mad e... I h ldge.! my bd.
tu-re bocauso of the mY!'Ol t'ry s urrou nding
the.' mudd 5035 I'anoramtc rec...'ivt-r. Ex­
tt'n s ively foatured in 1f;lIlie.Ta fh 'r.; ad s in

The 5P-« "Skyrider P~nor~mic" with S X·28 A recei ver
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Close-u p of 5 1"-44 front polnr! whill' in opl'foIlion. Noll' th e wolvl'form$ o n thl' CRT.

QST during the wa r Yl'''~ olS well as in a
full pagl' ad in thl.· l Q·1(, Ha nd boo k, th is
unit. co nsist ing o f " p.tnadaph·r mounted
in a tabk-eop c" bim't with a n 5X-2HA re­
rcivcr , ivq ui te farrnlia r 10 " ny om' n ·" ding
radio ·~.I ft warv oflh,· ·4(Ys.Th •problem is
HWI no on...•I"vt,,, ..k,-d ha s ever 'en lint'! A
number of yt·a r.- ,1go, 5.Jm, W6HDU, ad ­
vertiscd l'xt t'n sivl'iy in th ...• ham lite rat ure
to acquire urw. A recent Col li III him co n­
firmed that th is ....-an-h W,I lO in vain. If any
ER reader ha s M1u"lly St.'l·n o r uwnod an
5-35, plt ,,1Sl' d rup nW.I note!

The SI'-44 is a com pact Sp''l't ru m ana­
lyzt'r orpJ.n,ld,lpte rde",ignl"'! hi work with
almos t " ny receiver wi th an IF between
4S0 and 470 Khz. It con tains 10 t ubes ,
including the 2AP! 2" CRT. 11'11' circuit
design is u nc....nn plicated and is n-minis­
cent of the televisions (If the 1940's . Itlsi­
catty, d 6SC7 1F amplificr ct 455 Khz fl't-d S
a6 SA7cnnvl'rh'r whichgem-ratos a 2nd IF
011226 Khz. A oAC'l is u....-d dS,I 'n',lcto r' o r
a swept 10...',11oscilla to r. Th e SWt't·p rau-is
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fixed a t JO Hz Of 1/2Iim' fn"l uL·nt.:y; sync
a nd horizontal S W l't·p a re handled by a
single 6SN 7. A rear pa nel j.Jck provides an
au dj ocutput so Ihat high Impedance h,'oId ­
phones ca n be used to monito r ttn- d is­
p1.Jyt.od sig n,,1(s) . ln unh ' r to LUmpt'n~lt ,·

for ttu- fron t end ....·It'("t ivi ty o f tht· associ ­
ated n ....'ewer which would causcd isplaycd
sig na ls (....-pa ratcd a t SOmL' d i",t"n,'\' fro m
n 'n h' r) 10 appt.'dr Wt'olkt'r tha n Ih,')' trul y
,In '. " featurerefcrrod to as an ....-qualtzcr' is
inco rpora ted . This is accom plished by
u sing an adjustable rt'Sistivl' pad across
an IF tra n sfo r mer wit h a severel y
overroupled rl'Spt.)m'l.' ,

Hoo ku p to any receiver is l·xn....-dingly
sim ple. A two foot cebt..., with" SilK rests­
tor at th...• en d is provid ed with the unit.
The In....• It..ad of th,' reslstor is wrapped
Mo und the pla te pin of the mllwr/Ctln·
vertcr in t he receiver.

Th e uni t fca t'urt-d in this article needed
some work before il wa s read y to hos t and
ali gn. Many of th e ori g inal p,lpt.'r ra pac i-

con tinu"J nut po1K"
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