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RadCom

NEWS AND REPORTS

THE RADCOM LEADER
News from HQ by Peter Kirby, GOTWW.

RADCOM NEWS - in colour

Worked All Britain Lifeboat Officially Named @ 1.3GHz ATV
Repeaters ®1396 President @ HQ Open 16 Sep @ RSGB Con-
tests Supplement® |IARU Region 1 Appointment ® RSGEB Council
Vacancies® Star Teachersin STELAR® RAE and Morse Courses
Currently Available @ Council Brief @ RSGB Regional Meeting in
GM @ Novice Learns About HQ® New Senior Novice Instructor@
Poole Novice Contest @ Special Swedish Station ® Newsreaders
Needed @ The 1995 RSGB HF Convention

RETURN TO THE KINGDOM OF BHUTAN - in colour
Top DXer Jim Smith, VKSNS, describes the work going on behind
the scenes since his last operation in 1990 to bring amateur radio
back to Bhutan.

AMATEUR RADIO ON POSTAGE STAMPS - in colour
In @ month when the Royal Mail commemorates Marconi, Taizo
Arakawa, GWORTA, JA3AER, owner of one of the World's finest
collections of amateur radio stamps, shows just how many there
are to collect.

RSGB CONTESTING GUIDE 1996

A 16-page pull-out section containing all the 1996 RSGB contest
rules.

TECHNICAL FEATURES

36 NOVICE NOTEBOOK

38

4

29

61

63

lan Keyser, G3ROO, describes acompanion tothe 80m transmitterin last
month's RadCom, the ‘Pineham’, an easy-to-build reciever for the same
band. In colour.

A VARIABLE IF SELECTIVITY UNIT

If you have an older style or home-brew transceiver then this add-on
board may be for you. Although specifically designed for the G3TSO
transceiver, this variable IF selectivity unit, by AR Thomson, GM3AHR,
will work with any transciever with a 9MHz IF.

A CALIBRATOR FOR ELECTRONC KEYS

Calibrating the speed control knob of an electronic key can be rather
approximate. This unit, designed by Terry Grice, G4PSL, provides a
precise and simple solution. In colour.

EUROTEK

Erwin David, G4LQI, translates an article by Fred Schultz, DL1OAW, on
a 7TMHz magnetic loop antenna, which can be disassembled for easy
transport. In colour.

IN PRACTICE

lan White, G3SEK, answers readers’ questions: Biasing Transistor
Power Amplifiers ® More Tips @ RF Feedback Inside HF Rigs @
Conductive Grease for Aluminium.

TECHNICAL TOPICS

Solar Flares - Predicting effects? @ Seeking Better Batteries @ Saw
VCOs Above120MHz @ Sealing Coaxial Cables @ Low-distortion, Con-
stant Output AF Pre-amp ® Modern Receiver Design @ TT Feedback.
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98 INDEXTO
ADVERTISERS

PRODUCTS

69 EQUIPMENT
REVIEW

The  malchbox-sized
CommSiab p-Modem is
reviewed by RogerJ Cooke,
G3LDI. In colour.

71 SOFTWARE REVIEW

Experimentation is one of
the joys of amateur radio.
lanWhite, G3SEK, reviews
the ARRL Radio Designer
software -a pointer towards
a new direction.

75 PETER HART
REVIEW

The MFJ-1798 is a new
multiband HF vertical an-
tenna which also works on
6 and 2m. Peter Hart puts it
throughils paces. In colour.



SPECIAL OFFER EXTENDED DUE TO POPULARITY!!!

for only

11

“Yes — 3 mro 1 doe go. ”says Coastal

ICOM have hit the amateur market with a real bombshell! They have come up with a unique base
station/mobile rig that is low in cost, high on specification, will sit on your palm AND can pour
out a full 100 watts on all HF bands and on six metres. Wow! No wonder the orders are streaming
in! With our generous part exchange on your present shack full of rigs, you could be looking ata
fantastically low residual price to pay. This ICOM has got to be the ‘Rig of the Year’!

Of course, we amateurs are never satisfied! "Why doesn't it have 100 watts on 27" we hear you
say. As always Coastal try to rise to the occasion. For a limited period only, you will receive FREE
OF CHARGE and fully guaranteed, an MM 100 watt linear for 2m when you buy your IC-706 from
Coastal, paying only the normal RRP! Call us immediately to reserve your new ICOM-706.

100

WATTS

ALL B

100
WATTS

HE, + 50, + #4,

100
WATTS

AND ...Full general coverage on receive!

SPECIFICATIONS

B GENERAL
* Frequency coverage :Receve 30 kHz-200.000 MHz
Guaranend rangs 500 kHz-20.995 MHz
50.000-54,000 MHz
144.000-148 000 MHz
Transmit 1.800-1.99999 MHz*
3.500-4

10. 103—10 150 MHz
14.000-14.350 MHz
18.068-18.168 MHz
21,000-21.450 MHz
24,B90~24.990 MHz
28.000~29.700 MHz
50,000-54,000 MHz"
144.000-148.000 MHz"
“Varias with virsion.

(LSB/USB, CW, RTTY (FSK), AM,

FM and WFM (racen onky)

* Number of memory channels : 101 (99 reguiar and 2 scan adges)

* Power supply requirements  :13.8VDC £15%, 20 A

» Usable temperatura range  :=10°C 10 +60°C (+14°F to +140°F)

* Frequency stability :Less than £ 200 Hz from 1 min. 1o

60 min. after power ON. (Afler that,

*Mode

rahe ol Sabdty changs & kes than
+ 30 Hatr, al +25°C; +TTF).
= Current drain (a1 13.8VDC)  :Receive squeiched 15A
max. audio output 2.5 A
Transmit 20A
* Dimensions S 167(W) 2 58(H) x 200(D) mm
(Prosactions not nciuckd) B%16(W) x 2%(H) x 77A(D) in
* Waight :Approx, 25 kg (5108 02)

See also lcom's display on the inside back cover.

COASTAL COMMUNICATION

AMATEUR RADIO FOR THE RADIO AMATEUR
19 Cambridge Road, Clacton-on-Sea, Essex CO15 3Q]J

VISA, ACCESS, AMEX, RSGB, DELTA, SWITCH, Licensed Credit Brokers

JC-706+2m 100w AMP!
99

CASH
CHEQUE
CREDIT CARD

FREE
MICROWAVE

MODULES MODEL
144-100S 2 METRES
100W OUTPUT
12db PREAMP

Available free only with the
above package but in stock
at £179.95 RRP

B TRANSMITTER
= Qutput power
1.8 to 50 MHz bands 144 MHz band
SSB/CW/RTTY/FM 510 100 W 05t 10W
AM 20 40W O02104W
* Spurious emissions :Less than ~50 dB (1.8-28 MH2)
Less than —60 dB (50144 MHz)
* Camier suppression :Less than 40 dB
*Unwanted sideband :Less than -50 dB
B RECEIVER
*Receive system
SSB, CW., RTTY, AM, WFM Dox.mle conversion superhaterocyne

FM Tripla comversion superheterodyno
* Sensitivity {pre-amp ON) :

05618 T8 50-54 144~
MHz ,995 M 148 MHz
%E?-{CWJIIIH — 0.A6WV | 0.16pv | 01Bpv
AM (1008 134V 20V | 20uv | 2opv
™ = 0.5 v
(12 68 SNAD) fos-207meg| O°HV | 02WV
* Salactivity fnommal -
SSB, CW, RTTY More than 2.3 kHz/-6 dB
Lass than 4.0 kHz/-60 dB
AM Mora than 6.0 kHz/-6 dB
Less than 20,0 kHz/~40 dB
FM Mora than 15.0 kHz/-6 dB

Less than 30.0 kHz/-50 dB
* Spurious and image rejection : More than 70 dB (HF bands)
* Audio outpul power :More than 2.0 W with an 8 (2 load)

OPTIONS

AH-2b ANTENNA ELEMENT (for use with tha AH-3)

AH-3 HF AUTOMATIC ANTENNA TUNER

AT-180 HF + 50 MHz AUTOMATIC ANTENNA TUNER
CR-502 HIGH-STABILITY CRYSTAL UNIT

CT-16 SATELLITE INTERFACE UNIT

CT-17 CI-V LEVEL CONVERTER

EX-627 HF AUTOMATIC ANTENNA SELECTOR"'

FL-100 CW NARROW FILTER (500 Hz/-6 0B)

FL-101 CW NARROW FILTER (250 Hz/-6 dB)

FL-103 SSBE WIDE FILTER (2.8 kHz/-6 dB)

FL-223 SSB NARACOW FILTER (1.9 kHz/-6 dB)

HM-103 HAND MICROPHONE

IC-4KL 1 kW HF LINEAR AMPLIFIER""

MB-62 MOBILE MOUNTING BRACKET (for main unit)

MB-63 MOBILE MOUNTING BRACKET (for datachabla front pahel)
OPC-581 SEPARATION CABLE (3.5m)

OPC-587 SEPARATION CABLE (7 m)

OPC-589 ADAPTER CABLE (modular mic con, == 8-pin mic con )
OPC-598 ACC EXTENSION CABLE (7 m for the AT-180)
OPC-599 ADAPTER CABLE (13-pin ACC con. = 748 pin ACC con)
IC-PS30 DC POWER SUPPLY (13.8V, 25 A)

PS-85 DC POWER SUPPLY (13.8V, 20A)

SM-8 DESKTOP MICROPHONE?

SM-20 DESKTOP MICROPHONE"?

SP-7 EXTERNAL SPEAKER (for base station use)

SP-10 EXTERNAL SPEAKER (for mobile use)

SP-12 EXTERNAL SPEAKER (for mobile use)

UT-102 VOICE SYNTHESIZER UNIT

*'an optional OPC-599 is requined,

“3An optoral OPC-589 is requinid.

All stated specifications are subject to change with-
out notice or obligtation.

MON-SAT 9-5pm
WED 9-2pm
01255
474292
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THE KENT MORSE TRAINER SUMMER 1 9 ’ 5
» Generates continuous fresh random morsa in groups .

of 5 or random length groups of 1to 8.

* Selectabie letters and PUNCTUATIONS
play individually or in any combination.

» Continuous random ABBREVIATIONS.

» Selectable code speed from 5 wpm to 40 wpm.

* Selectable delay between characters

+ Touch sensitive buttons, no moving parts.

+ Builtdn loudspeaker plus personal earpiece
with fully adjustable volume.

* Koy input allows you to practice your sending
using the internal practice oscillator,

* Runs 40 hours on 4 x AAA battery.

£49.95 s 150 p&p

kits

THE KENT BRASS MORSE KEY components  test squipment

SEATURE PROJECT:
centronic 8K
.‘3 EPROM Emul

Used world wide by
professional and amateur
operators alike, Silver
plated contacts mounted
in fine pitch threaded
screw gives precise
adjustment. The shielded

ator

ball race bearing pivots
are renowned for their
superiority over all keys
using plain and bush type bearings. The key is available in kit form or ready
assembled. The kit takes less than an hour to complete resulting in a key of
unrivalled professional standard.

£41.50 iInkiTForM  £53.50 ASSEMBLED Plus £3.50 p&p
KT1 KEY £62.50 ASSEMBLED (STEEL BASE) Plus £4.00 p&p

Twin paddle key £53.50 kitform £67.50 Assembled plus £3.50 p&p ' UNEW INTHISISSUE, g
Single paddle key £46.50 kit form £56.50 Asscmbled plus £3.50 p&p : < xw::'::(“:;";’,ﬂ‘,“'“
i g o e 1 L ANING SYSTONS |
SAE FOR MORE INFORMATION ) i P i Nt RSSORIS |
R. A. KENT (ENGINEERS) i ] 0 ol [P R RY

K 243 Carr Lane, Tarketon, Preston, Lancs. PR46YE
\ Telephone: (D1772) 814998 Fax: (01772) 815437 J

The Summer ’95 edition has 280 pages packed
with over 4000 products and now with news and
features including a full construction project.

This month’s news from Vine

P The computer section is greatly increased with new

The widest range of antennas in Eurape is ready ranges of equipment and accessories for PCs including:
for you right now — Choose from — Mother boards, CPUs and SIMMs
CD ROM drives and hard drives
e Vine phased vertical array switchboxes and Sound cards, |/O cards, disc drive 4
remote antenna switches cards and video cards =
® Antenna phasing boxes from Dunestar ;ﬂfﬁrt;?!;ﬁg;agz; zgslgg sticks
® K1 M Broadband Trihand Yagis for 20-15-10 » Feature prﬂject for an EPROM emulator
® Light, low profile Yagis / verticals from P New 20MHz ‘scope from Leader, training systems from
Force 12 Flight and an_extended range of mobile phone batteries
® Gem Quad — the rugged triband boomless and accessories from Uniross
Quad with WARC bands easily added P Latest addition from Velleman kits including a video
digitiser card

® Yagis and Verticals from Cushcraft and Hygain
» 280 pages, 26 sections, over 4000 products from some

® VHE/UHF yagis from KLM, Cushcraft, i
Eagle (DL6WU/DJOBY) of tfle worlds finest manufactures and suppliers
. P Available at most large newsagents, from 13th April, or
® Rotators from Yaesu, Emoto and HyGain. directly from Cirkit
Cables, connectors, wire and lots more.. .. » Send for your copy today!

We LOVE to talk antennas!

Calls welcome at evenings and weekends!

Cirkit Distribution Ltd

Park Lane - Broxbourne - Hertfordshire - EN10 7NQ
Telephone: 01992 448899 - Fax: 01992 471314

Vine Antenna Products (GW3YDX)
The Vine, Llandrinio, Powys SY22 6SH
Fel 01691 831111 — lFax 01691 831386
Email - ron@gw3vdx.demon.co.uk,

RADIO COMMUNICATION September 1995 5



LOWE’S MAD SUMMER SALE OF ALl

—soampler——— —
For Examp YAESU | JP\\]SM T
7 | KENWOOD |
FT-1000 RRP £3999 Lowe price £2995
FT-840 RRP £959 Lowe price £725 |TS-8505 RRP£1809
FT-900 RRP £1399 Lowe price £1099 Lowe price £1399
F1-990  RRP£2399 Lowe price £1895 |T5-6905 RRPE164D .
FT-2500M RRP£399  Loweprice £319 |1c s0s  popornsy
FT-736R RRP £1999 Lowe price £1549 Lowe price £829
FI-11R RRP £324 Lowe price £259 |TM-251E RRP 2419
' FT-51R RRP £529 Lowe price £399 Lowe price £329
) i | TM-742E RRES?"? \ £679
we price
Lowe are UK SPECIAL OFFER | |1M.79E  epodye
distributors for the TO CLEAR | Lowe price £379
exciting range of Base station -
noise cancellation and SUgEuaRe aNtERNas V3 2 %8 |
audio filter products Maldol HSWX1 only argﬁr da. AB
foom £59.95 aalio
JPS COMMUNICATIONS | | Maldol HSWX2 only Call us on (01629) 580800
Jvoiies aillr £69.95 and we will send you full details of the
Eerria] 'I: Bl top quality v.h.f. antennas from
AL bs tar Vargarda of Sweden.
details and prices.  PHONE FOR 4
'_ASk for a copy of an A ey ADI 2m and 70cm hand-helds
independant review. IN STOCK NOW

NEEDLESS TO SAY, ALL ITEMS ARE SOLD WITH THE FULL WARRANTY AND
FAMOUS LOWE BACKUP. ALL PRICES INC VAT. NEXT DAY DELIVERY £10 EXTRA.
VISA/MASTERCARD WELCOME. CASH EVEN WELCOMER! CHEQUES AS WELL.

BERKSHIRE
3 Weavers Walk
Northbrook Street

Newbury
Tel: (01635) 522122

NORTH EAST
Mitford House
Newcastle Int. Airport

Newcastle Upon Tyne
Tel: (01661) 860418

WALES & WEST
79/81 Gloucester Rd
Patchway
Bristol
Tel: 0117931 5263

SOUTH EAST
Communications Hse.
Chatham Road
Sandling, Maidstone
Tel: (01622) 692773

*Who the heck , you may ask, is the Bandit?

Just ask anybody who remembers vintage radios

< Lowe

Chesterfield Road, Matloc]

like the FT-101 and they will enlighten you!

6 RADIO COMMUNICATION September 1995



RIDES AGAIN —

(ENWOOD AND YAESU TRANSCEIVERS

BY THE TIME YOU READ THIS,
THE ICOM IC-706 MAY EVEN EXIST!
SEE BOTH IT AND THE ALINCO DX-70
AT YOUR LOCAL LOWE SHOP.

byshire DE4 5LE Tel: |

JUST IN!
The WEP300 is a
really well styled
clip-on earphone
that goes round
your ear - not in it!

Lowe Electronics
are sole UK
distributor for
Kantronics, the
world leaders in
packet
equipment. See
the Kantronics

ONLY £9.95.
range on demo
Call us for a
at your nearest
leaflet.

Lowe shop.

Looking for good h.f.

all band results?
We have sold many hundreds of the
Chelcom CAHFV1 since we launched it
last year. £119.00. Will bring you the
best value in h.f. vertical antennas.

WHY NOT DROP INTO YOUR NEAREST
LOWE SHOP AND SEE THE NEW TS-870

PRICE AROUND £1999.

THE FAMOUS MANSON
EP925 - BACK IN STOCK

Ring us for details.

B e

* 3-15V d.c.

* 25A

* 30A peak

* Cooling fan
* Full metering

Buy the best - forget the rest!
All this for only £99.95

MAKE A NOTE IN YOUR DIARY -
THE FAMOUS LOWE
ELECTRONICS OPEN DAY AT
MATLOCK WILL BE ON
SATURDAY SEPTEMBER 16TH.

ALINCO
STAR
DEALER

KENWOOD

MAIN
DEALER

YORKSHIRE SOUTH WEST
12 Station Road 117 Beaumont Road
Crossgates St. Judes
Leeds Plymouth
Tel: 0113-232 8400 | |Tel: (01752) 257224

EAST ANGLIA SEE US ON THE WEB!
152 High Street cp.fﬁ’_;ﬁ’*-\
Chesterton - f{i:w ,b'ﬂﬂ
Cambridge ol
Tel: (01223) 311230 orders@lowe.demon.co.uk

info@lowe.demon.co.uk

Electronics

01629) 580800 Fax: (01629) 580020

RADIO COMMUNICATION September 1995
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RADIO SOCIETY
OF GREAT BRITAIN

THE NATIONAL SOCIETY WHICH REPRESENTS UK RADIO
AMATEURS
Founded in 1913 incorporated 1926. Limited by guaraniee
Member society of the International Amateur Radio Union

PATRON: HRH PRINCE PHILIP, DUKE OF EDINBURGH, KG

Membership is open o all those with an active interest in radio
experimentation and communication as a hobby. Applications for
membership should be made to the Membership Services Depariment
from which full details of Society services may also be obtained.

Headquarters and registered office:
Lambda House, Cranborne Road, Potters Bar, Herts ENG 3JE
Telephone: 01707 659015 - Members Hotline and book orders
Fax: 01707 645105.

General Manager: Peter Kirby, MiMgt, MISM, GOTWW
Company Secretary: John C Hall, OBE, G3KVA

COUNCIL OF THE SOCIETY
PRESIDENT: C N Trolman, GWA4YKL
EXECUTIVE VICE PRESIDENT: T | Lundegard, G3GJW
IMMEDIATE PAST PRESIDENT: | D Suart, GM4AUP
PRESIDENT ELECT: P R Sheppard, G4EJP
HONORARY TREASURER: R P Horton, FCA, G4AOJ

ORDINARY MEMBERS OF COUNCIL
E J Allaway, MB, ChB, MRCS, LRCP, G3FKM
J Bazley, G3HCT
D A Evans, G30OUF
J Greenwell, AMIEE, G3AEZ
R Horton, GAXWH, BSc (Dunelm), PGCE (Oxon)

T | Lundegard, G3GJW

Eur.-Ing. N Roberts, BSe¢, CEng, MBCS, G4lJF
M G Shread, GMBTAN

ZONAL MEMBERS OF COUNCIL
Zone A: P R Sheppard, G4EJP
Zone B: D Whalley, G4EIX
Zone C: N Lasher, G6HIU
Zone D: J N Gannaway, G3YGF
Zone E: E P Essary, GW3KFE
Zone F: | J Kyle, GIBAYZ
Zone G: (In Locum) | D Suart, GM4AUP

ANNUAL SUBSCRIPTION RATES (FROM 1 SEPTEMBER)
Home Corporate; £34.00. Overseas Corporate (airmail). £34.00
Corporate (Senior Citizens): £27.00 (Applications should provide proof
of age at last renewal dale).

Corporate 50 years membership: 50% discount.
Corporate 60 years membership: FREE.

Family member: £10.00

Student Members: £20.00 (Applications should include evidence af
full-time student status).

Affiliated Societies (UK or Overseas): £17.00 (including Radio
Communication).
Junior {HamClub) under 18": £10.00
*HamClub members receive D-i-Y Radio instead of Radio Gommunication.

(Subscriptions include VAT where applicable.)

Special arrangements exisl for blind and disabled persons. Details are
available from RSGB HQ.

Membership application forms are available from RSGB HQ.

RSGB Main Switchboard:

01707-659015

The RadCom Leader

News
From HQ

S | SIT DOWN TO WRITE this Leader, | am

looking forward to taking my annual holidays

after what has been a busy year for the
Society. We have managed to increase the membership
by putting a lot of effort into improving our Marketing
services.

A number of new innovations have been planned and
launched, including the new subscription rates and several
new publications. The whole of the headquarters staff
have been heavily involved with the introduction of the
new computer system at HQ, which | am confident will
improve our services even more.

Since | took over as General Managzr in 1992 | have
encouraged staff to become more involved in Amateur
Radio activities and | am pleased to inform you that we
now have over 50% of the HQ staff who hold either a full
licence or Novice licence. This is the highest percentage
ever amongst the full-time staff and shows the
commitment of us all at Lambda House to provide the
best possible service to the members.

SPECIAL OFFERS

YOU WILL SEE advertised in the RSGB Book Shop
(pages 90/91) an outstanding offer of a limited edition
tankard to celebrate the Marconi Centenary. Only 250 of
these tankards have been produced and at £11.95 they
are sure to be a sound investment. | would urge you to
getin quick, because they willbe snapped up by collectors
of such artefacts.

The Royal MailMarconistamps are also being launched
this month and first day cover envelopes will be available,
overstamped by the RSGB mark. Again, | have been
advised that they will be in great demand, not only from
within the Amateur Radio community but also from
philatelists worldwide.

Finally, before | close, | am pleased to report that
responses to the DSI Phase |l proposals are coming in
atasteadyrate, whichis encouraging. More are required:
keep up the good work.

Peter Kirby, GOTWW
General Manager

RADIO COMMUNICATION September 1995
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NEWS

] THE CENTRE FOR the
History of Defence Electronics
(CHIDE) has been opened at
Bournemouth University. They
are seeking to interview people
with radio or radar experience
from WWII up to the 1960s. If you
can help, contact John
Burtenshaw, G1HOK, at the
university, tel: 01202 595089.

@} THE LATEST CALL-
SIGNS issued by SSL as of 30
August were in the G*OWK*,
G*7VR*, 2*0AM* and 2*1EJ*
series.

Land’s End to
John O’Groats -
on 2m/70cm

DR TONY WHITAKER, G3RKL,
completed a solo trip to John
O'Groats on 9 August, 43 days
after starting outfrom Land’s End.
He walked about 650 of the 874
miles, with the remainder being
by bus and train. While walking,
he wore a Raynetreflective jacket
atalltimes, as a safety aid. Using
a Standard C528 handheld trans-
ceiver, QSOs were made through
about 16 2m repeaters, with a
further 20 repeaters being heard.
On 70cm he worked through an
additional five repeaters. The
aerial was a dual-band collinear,
supported from his 35Ilb
backpack, and provided a great
improvement over the ‘rubber
duck’ aerial on the rig. Best DX
included two Norwegian repeat-
ers, LASDR and LA8SR, when
north of Dingwall, and on simplex
GM/EISEVB/M (on top on Ben
Nevis) from near Golspie.

&
L)
Lahead ity h-ll

SRR Th ERE
TR RRRESY

f)"““- . _—

Tony Whitaker, G3RKL, seen here as
GM3RKL/M, after completing the
marathontrekto John O'Groats. Note
the Raynet high visibility vest and
high gain collinear aerial.

Radiocommunications Agency / RSGB award
encourages talented teenagers

Young Amateur of
the Year

HE 1995 YOUNG
Amateurofthe Year
is 16-yearold Leroy
Kirby, GWOULC,
from Cardigan, Dyfed. Leroy
learnt of his success whilst
away in Spain, and got back
justin time to attend the pres-
entation ceremony at the
RSGB International HF Con-
vention in Windsor on Sun-
day 10 September. His
achievement has earnt him
some very attractive prizes,
including the first prize £300
cheque from the Radiocom-
munications Agency, together
with a conducted tour round
the Agency’s Radio Monitor-
ing Centre at Baldock, and a
Sony general coverage re-
ceiver from the RSGB.
Leroy has worked hard to
promote amateur radio, firstly
through the Scouts and more
recently through the Air Train-
ing Corps. He actively helps
his local amateur radio emer-
gency service, and has man-
aged to re-activate his local
YMCA amateur radio club

= —
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Award 1995

The Young Amateur of the Year 1995,
Leroy Kirby, GWOULC.

which he helps to run as vice-
chairman. He is also a keen
contester, and is busily col-
lecting ‘parchment’. However,
his main interest is packet ra-
dio and he has helped to set
up a new local BBS system.

The runner up is 15-year
old Charles Banner, GTUBA/
2E1CHY, from Birmingham.
Charles is a GB2RS news-
reader, and promotes ama-

Runner-up Charles Banner, GTUBA /
2E1CHY.

teur radio through special
event stations, and teaching
newcomers on a Novice Li-
cence Training Course. He is
a QRP enthusiast, andis also
assistant secretary of his
school's amateur radio soci-
ety. Charles has won a £50
cheque from the RA, and will
alsogetatourroundthe Agen-
cy's Monitoring Station at
Baldock.

RSGB VHF / UHF Awards News

ERIC ASHDOWN, G1SDO, has
been awarded 432MHz Senior
transmitting certificate number
144, Eric already holds 144 and
50MHz Senior awards and quali-
fies for RSGB Supreme Award
number 83.

Robert Tweddell, G1RST, was
recently awarded a Standard
Transmitting Certificate on
144MHz, 40 countries confirmed
(two-way) on 50MHz, 175
squares confirmed on 50MHz,
DX 25 country award on 50MHz,
100 squares / 20 countries on
144MHz, and 40 squares / 10
countries on 432MHz.

Another bumper package
brought certificates for Colin Red-
wood, GBMXL, covering20coun-
tries two-way on 50MHz, 10
squares on 1.3GHz, anda DX 25
countries award on 50MHz.
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The achievement of Derek
Thoms, G3NKS, in becoming the
third person to be awarded the
70MHz 45 squares / 8 countries
certificate, illustrates what can be
worked on the 4m band. Derek
just needs to have a confirmed
contact with Cyprus to have
worked all 10 possible countries
with a 4m allocation.

Congratulations to all award
recipients who include:

50MHz. 10 countries G8FDJ,
G70RH, G1EFL.20cG1HLT.30¢c
G7GYS, G7KAQ, GBCDW. 70c
G1SDO, G4FVP, G4SEU. 80c
GOLCS. 110c GEHKM.

25 squares G7RUY. 50s
GBCDW, G7GGM. 100s G7GYS,
G7KAOQ, G4DCJ. 225s G1SDO,
G4SEU. 250s G7BXS. 275s
GWBVZW. 325s GBBQX.

DX Award 25 countries

G0SOO0, G7GYS. 75¢c G4SEU.

144MHz. Standard Transmitting
Award GOGRI.

40squares/ 10 countries G3RHH,
G70RH. 60s / 15¢ G3FIJ.

432MHz. Standard Transmitting
Award G3YHF.

70squares/ 15 countries. G4AMKF,
GB8NEY.

1.3GHz. 50 squares G6HKM. 85s
G3XDY.

24GHz. Advanced Award (150km)
GBXM/P.

Details ofthe RSGB VHF /UHF
awards are contained in the 1995
RSGB Call Book or may be ob-
tained from the awards manager,
lanLCornes, G4OUT, 6 Haywood
Heights, Little Haywood, Stafford
ST180UR, ortel: 01 889 882262.
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HEN | FIRST
contacted the
Ministry  of
Communica-
tions (MOC) in
Thimphu, Bhutan, about amateur
radio in 1988, | never envisaged
that more than six years later |
would be travelling to the country
for a third time. My activity as
A51JS in 1990 was reported in
‘Amateur Radio in the Kingdom
of Bhutan' [Radio Communica-
tion, February 1991]. Backin 1990
| was convinced that the Amateur
Radio Service would be in place
in Bhutan a few short months
after | left. We now know that this
was not the case, but some five
years later it now appears that
things are really on the move.

Initial
Proposals

IN DECEMBER 1993 the then
Minister of Communications, Dr
T Tobgyel, was promoted to the
post of Ambassador to Bangla-
desh. A few days later his next in
line, Dasho Nado Rinchen, was
promoted - notto Minister of Com-
munications, butas Ambassador
to India. In the period of a couple
of days my two main contact
points with the MOC had evapo-
rated. Overthe years | had devel-
oped a warm and friendly rela-
tionship with both Dr Tobgyeland
Dasho Rinchen.

*P O Box 90. Norfolk Island, Austraiia 2893.

Return to the
Kingdom of
Bhutan

by Jim B Smith, VK9NS*

The A51MOC QSL card, sent out to 27 lucky JA stations

In mid-danuary 1994 | submit-
ted a further amended proposal
to the MOC. The changes were
intended to make things easier
for the Ministry, for example by
limiting frequencies of operation
(in the short term) to make any
monitoring (if required) easier.
Many otherareas were addressed
and several other amendments
made to material previously sub-
mitted. As a suggestion to take

& J

away any 'personality issue’, the
ideaof usingthe callsign ASTMOC
was proposed. Any such callsign
was neutral: nooneindividualtag
was involved, only the idea of
Bhutan, and this was well re-
ceived.

Progress

ITWAS TO BE mid-April before a
Deputy Minister was in place.
However, in the ensuing months
itappeared that things were mov-
ing quite quickly: this had been
approved, that had

when it was indicated to me that
all would be OK for an A5STMOC
operation. Training of Bhutanese
operators and other areas were
also menticned, these were all
part of the various proposals
which had been submitted over
the years. | then started to make
definite plansto returnto Thimphu
and after further discussion with
MOC | had agreement that Kan
Mizoguchi, JA1BK, could accom-
pany me. In all honesty | felt that
help was needed and that if
A51MOC was to be fairly active

beengiventhe OK, and
so on. In short, as the
months of 1994 moved
along | felt | could
gradually release com-
ments about amateur
radioin Bhutan. Things
finally came to a head
in late September

Left: Puttingup R5vertical
outside the MOC building
in Thimphu.

Right: Wangdo operates
A51MOC.




then a ‘one-man band' was
notareasonable approach.

Initially as Kan and | fi-
nalised our plans things
went very well. Details of
the equipment each of us
would bring, meeting point
and the dozens of other
details were sorted out be-
tween us by fax and tel-
ephone. However, at one
point in discussion with
MOC | felt a moment of
unease: were things really
OK in Thimphu? In a way |
wondered if that invitation
of another person had
thrown a spanner in the
works. However, as events
were to prove this was not
the case butin another way
my hunch was proved to be
correct.

Settling in

KAN AND 1 met in Bangkok and
with plane and visa allocations in
place we were ready for the Sun-
day flight to Bhutan. After our
arrival at Paro airport around
lunchtime we quickly had our 14-
day visas stamped in our pass-
ports. A short time later customs
had cleared our amateur radio
equipmentand although we were
carrying quite a lot, the clearance
went smoothly. The two-hour
drive to Thimphu, at around
7,000ft asl, was exhilerating for
me: Bhutan is that sort of place,
and | felt at home.

Settling into my room at the
Hotel Druk in the middle of
Tnimphu | could not help but no-
tice changes: the room was very
comfortable, warm, small and
brightand the facilities' cleanand
convenient, quite different to the
1990 experience in the Hotel
Mottithang.

That evening, Kan and | were
invited to the home of Ugyen
Namgyel, the Director of Plan-
ning at the MOC. Unfortunately
Kan was feeling unwell as a re-
sult of the altitude and travelling
those winding Bhutanese roads.
| spent a pleasant evening with
Ugyenandhis familyand arrange-
ments were made for Kan and
me to call at the Ministry the fol-
lowing morning around 10.00am.

Problems

THE MEETING WAS soon with
us and it quickly became appar-
ent that in the real ‘official' world
there were problems. It seemed
that most of what had been said
over the previous months was
not actually in place. It was to be
yet another day before Kanand |
were actually in the office of the
Deputy Minister. Dasho Leki Dorji
gave generously of his time and

the 45 minutes passed very
quickly. As aresult of very search-
ing questions from the Deputy
Minster, we had a wide-ranging
discussion on many areas of
amateur radio. Finally, courtesy
gifts were exchanged, and we
both received a wonderful gift of
Bhutanese stamps in red stamp
albums. However, it seemed that
permission to operate A51MOC
was not possible, as no amateur
radiolegislationwasinplace. This
was confirmed later in the Direc-
tor's office. Later | prepared an
official letter of thanks to the of-
fice of the Deputy Minister.

It seemed that Kan and | now
had problems in the sense that
nothingwastobe achieved. |was
thankful that, taking Kan's ad-
vice, my release to the DX outlets
had been changed: in short it
promised nothing, only the fact
that we would do our best - the
original inthe waste paper basket
at home had been much more
positive! In searching for a solu-
tion, Kan and | submitted a letter
to the Ministry requesting per-
mission to 'demonstrate’ ama-
teur radio.

Breakthrough

A FEW HOURS LATER we re-
ceived word that the Minister had
approved our request for an offi-
cial demonstration of amateur
radio. He had agreed to the use
of the A51MOC callsign, and
needless to say we were both
delighted. It now seemed that the
situation had swung back slightly
in our favour and something had
been salvaged from the visit.
Butthat pendulum swung back
again - permission was only
granted for a one-hour operation,
and contacts had to be with JA
stations, as Japan was celebrat-
ingits National Day! [Pity itwasn't
23 April - Ed.] Kan alerted a few
key stations in Japan: we both
wanted a couple of strong sta-
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Jim, VK9NS; Wangdo; Phub and Kan, JA1BK at the A51MOC station.

tions for a good demonstration,
and | alerted Kirsti [VKONL, Jim's
wife - Ed] on Norfolk Island.

A51MOC on the
Air

NEXT MORBNING, in getting
ready for the 10.00am start, the
Yaesu FL2100Z linear amplifier
which HIDXA, the Heard Island
DX Association, had donated in
1991 was released for our use.
Kan, Chhimmy, Phub, Wangdo
and myself got stuck into getting
the station ready. Kan, with some
assistance, very quickly had his
Cushcraft R5 vertical ready and
gradually the A51MOC station
began to take shape. The office
allocated to us in the Ministry
building was adequate, with a
large desk, power outlets etc. Kan
soon had his Kenwood TS-6908S,
keyer, mic and headset all ready
to go. A pre-test showed a faultin
the antenna system: high SWR
on all bands. A few minutes later
Phub and myself, with the aid of a
meter, located a faulty section of
coaxial cable and we were soon
back in business.

Initial tuning around the bands
was not very hopeful and it soon
became apparent that propaga-
tion conditions were terrible. At
10.00am with a few minutes to
spare we were ready

BHUTAN

JA stations, no S9+ QSQ0s
took place: propagation re-
ally was lousy. Some twenty
minutes after the ASTMOC
demonstration started, the
Minister and the Director
paid us a courtesy visit.
Photographs were taken,
questionsaskedand soon.
Some 40 minutes later it
was all over with smiles all
round, Phub and Wangdo
had operated under diffi-
cult conditions, but both
Kan and | knew that
given a bit of time they
would be fine. They had
had their brief moment of
amateur radio activity and |
amsure they enjoyed them-
selves.

The Future

AN OFFICIAL LETTER of thanks
was prepared and submitted to
the Minister. It was generous of
him to permit the demonstration
under the circumstances. | have
great confidence in this man and
feel that he will draw together all
the material submitted over the
years. He has a tremendous task
ahead in his planned re-organisa-
tion of the MOC. When that is
done, the legislation will be passed
permitting the Amateur Radio
Service to start properly. This has
happenedin many countries; Bhu-
tan will not be an exception.

Thanks go to the members of
HIDXA, especiallyKan Mizoguchi,
JA1BK; the Deputy Minister of
MOC, Dasho Leki Dorji; the Di-
rector of Planning, Ugyen
Namgyel; Phub Tshering;
Wangdo Dorji; and my old friends
of the Wireless Division. Thanks
especially tomy fellow DXers, we
know that patience is a virlue.
Tashi Dalek (May your journey
be a safe one).

[Jim Smith, VKINS, will be giv-
ing a lecture entitled ‘Bhutan - 40
years of Amateur Radio' at the
RSGB 1995 International HF
Convention which takes place on
9/10 September. For further de-
tails see page 21 - Ed| )

to start. It was planned
that Phub Tsheringand
Wangdo Dorjiwoulddo
the main operating,
with Kan and myself
supervising. We would
both also make a cou-
ple of token contacts.
The following hourwas
hard frustrating work,
but very exciting, with®
atotal of 27 QSOs be-
ing made. Despite the
pre-warning to several

Kan, JA1BK, and Phub
Tshering assembling the
A51MOC station.
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During a recent visit to
RSGB HQ, Rowley
Shears, GBKW, gen-
erously presented the

| RSGB museum with a
|| unique exhibit: a KW
2000D transceiver (left).
This prototype, the only
) || one ever made, was a
| digital frequency read-

"'Z"@":; out version of the

famous KW 2000E

transceiver. Unfortun-

ately, it never went into production due to increasing cempetition from
Japanese imports. Rowley arrived at HQ in his appropriately-registered car
(right) and is seen here with RSGB General Manager Peter Kirby, GOTWW.

RSGB Council
Vacancies

The following RSGB Council va-
cancies arise for the term 1996 -
1998:

Ordinary Members

J Bazley, G3HCT, retires but is
not eligible for re-election (Article
26).

J Greenwell, GBAEZ, retires and
is eligible to stand for re-election
T | Lundegard, G3GJW, retires

but is not eligible for re-election
(Article 26).

Zone Members

Zone A (North of England)

P R Sheppard, G4EJP, is elected
President for 1996, thereby cre-
ating a vacancy.

Zone B (English Midlands)
Pasition vacant.

Zone C (South East England
and East Anglia)

N Lasher, G6HIU, retires and is
eligible for re-election.

Zone D (South and South West
England)

J N Gannaway G3YGF relires
and is eligible for re-election.

Zone E (Scotland)

Position vacant.

Full details of how to nominate
someone forthese vacanciescan
be found on page 10 of the Au-
gust RadCom.

J C Hall, G3KVA, Company
Secretary, 26 July 1995

RadCom
NEWS

Star Teachers in
STELAR

THE 17 TEACHERS who com-
pletedthe STELAR intensive RAE
course (see RadCom, July 1995,
p93)would very much like to hear
from radio amateurs who would
be willing to help them develop
their skills and expertise, orwould
be able to work with their stu-
dents. The teachers are at
schools in London NW9; Sutton
and Cranleigh in Surrey;
Gillingham; Alton, Hamphire;
Cheltenham and Tetbury in
Gloucestershire; Dorchester,
Dorset; Holsworthy, Devon;
Alford and Ludfordin Lincolshire;
Cromer in Norfolk; Netherton,
Dudley; Halifax and Keithley in
Yorkshire; Millom, Cumbria; and
Fortrose in Rosshire.

If you are interested in helping
this worthy cause and in promot-
ing amateur radio in schools in
the future, please contact the
RadCom office for further details
of the schools involved.

RAE and Morse Courses Currently Available

South-East

@ Ray Oliver, G3NDS, will be the
tutor for the RAE course com-
mencing Wednesday 13 Septem-
ber and the Morse code course
commengcing Friday 15 Septem-
ber, at Newbury Technical Col-
lege, Newbury, Berkshire. Fur-
ther details from the college on
01635 35353.

@ An RAE course starts on Mon-
day 18 September at Wye Valley
School, in Bourne End, near
High Wycombe, Bucks. For fur-
ther details please contact the
Buckinghamshire County Coun-
cil Adult Continuing Education
Office course hotline on 01494
536637.

® The West Herts College
(Dacorum  Campus), at
Marlowes, Hemel Hempstead
will be holding a combined RAE
and Morse course starting on
Thursday 21 September. To en-
rol, contactthe Adult Studies Dept
direct on 01442 63771 during of-
fice hours, or for further details of
the courses contact the tutor,
Brian Hardy, G4BIP, on 01442
66337.

@ AnRAE course starts on Mon-
day the 18th of Seplember al
Redborne Community Collegein
Ampthill, Beds. Further details
from Nigel Reynolds or Liz
Hollman on 01525 404412 or the
tutor Eric Elsley, G3YUQ, on
01234 768120.

® Bromley Adult Education Col-
lege at Church Lane, Prince’s
Plain, Bromley will be holdingan
RAE course commencing Thurs-
day 21 September. Those inter-

ested are requested to enrol at
leasttwo weeks before the course
begins. To enrol and for further
detailstelephone 0181462 9184.

@ The Barking Radio and Elec-
tronics Society will be running an
RAE course starting on Thurs-
day 26 September. Enrolment will
be on 14 and 21 September,
Those interested should contact
Bill Chewteron 0181 478 4758 or
Alan Salmon on 01708 557606
for further details.

South

@ Highbury College, in Cosham,
Portsmouth, will be offering an
RAE course slarting Thursday
14 September, an RAE Revi-
sion course (for the December
1995 examy) starting on Monday
11 Septemberand aMorse code
workshop, starting on Tuesday
12 September. The course tutor
is B E Snelling, GBACM, and
further details may be obtained
direct from the college on 01705
383131.

® RAE courses will be starting in
Septemberin Horsham andBur-
gess Hill, West Sussex. For fur-
ther details contact John Fuller,
GO0OIO, on 01444 450957.

West

@ Ray Oliver, GANDS, will be the
tutor for the RAE course com-
mencing Monday 18 September
at Swindon Technical College,
Swindon, Wiltshire. Further de-
tails from the college on 01793
498300.

@ The Trowbridge and District
Amateur Radio Club is holding
regular Morse code classes on
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Wednesday evenings at the Vil-
lage Hall, Southwick, near
Trowbridge, Wiltshire. For fur-
therdetails, contact Chris Parnell,
GOHFX, on 01225 764874,

Midlands

@ An RAE course will be held on
Tuesdays and a Morse course
on Thursdays at the Fairham
Community College, Farnbor-
ough Road, Clifton, Notting-
ham. Forfurtherinformationcon-
tactthecollege on0115984 4668.

® The Telford College of Arts
and Technology, Haybridge Rd,
Wellington, Telford, will be run-
ning a beginner's Morse code
course starting Thursday 22 Sep-
tember, withihe objective of pass-
ing the RSGB 12WPM Morse
code test. The instructor is John
Christophers, GOISI, and further
information may be obtained from
the college on 01952 642226.

® The Rugely Adult Education
Centre, in Taylors Lane,Rugely,
will be running an RAE course
commencing Tuesday 20 Sep-
tember. The tuter will be Brian
Smith, G4EQC, and further de-
tails may be obtained from Mr B
Golemboski at the centre on
01889 578738.

® The Mackworth College,
Derby, will be holding both NRAE
and RAE courses. Enrolment is
on 4 /5 September. For further
details contact Student Services
on 01332 519951 or Frank
Whitehead, G4MLL, on 01332
512080.

North

@ The North Cheshire Radio Club

will be running both an RAE and
an NRAE course. Enrolment for
the full amateur radio licence
course will take place al 8pm on
Sunday 10 September while en-
rolment for the Novice course will
take place at 8pm on Thursday
14 September, in both cases at
Mobberly Road, Morley Green,
Wilmslow, Cheshire.For further
details contact Gordon L Adams
on 01565 634040,

@ An RAE course will be held on
Thursday evenings beginning 14
September at Marple Ridge Col-
lege, Hibbert Lane, Marple,
Stockport, Cheshire. For fur-
ther details telephone 0161 427
1111,

Scotland

@ Dundee Amateur Radio Club
will be holding an RAE course
starting Friday 1 September at
Dundee College, Graham Street,
Dundee. Contact Arthur
Campbell on 01382 834891 for
further information.

Wales

@ Bridgend and District Amateur
Radio Club will be running an
RAE course at Club Brynmenyn,
Brynmenyn near Bridgend.
Contact Alun Hulmes, GW7KYT,
on 01656 721574 for further in-
formation.

Details of RAE and Morse courses
at over 20 other venues around
the country were published on
page 85 of the August Radio
Communication.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 16
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GS5RV Plus full size (8 gl £75
G5RY Plus Half size (4 il 065

gt £199

> &2~ Il ORDER HOTLINES: .{3}332} 233;‘,'2
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On Any Item Over £100 In Vulue

Simply divide the price infe 3 equ val payments. Write 3 cheques doted in conseculive months starting with

of each chegue. Post

today's date. Wiile your telephone no.,cheque card no. & explry dale on the back

them 1o us, enclosing your name and oddress & we will {subject 1o status), send your goods immediately

G LR B

T AL L
TIRARr fD=RHhWE TR AESS

AEA Data Products New From OPTO Quality Used Equipment
We ore pleased to welcome loyd Aew OPT? 3300 Ar All Safety Tested & Guaranteed For 3 Months

ature Hi Hek

GljAR Avana "I_ Amateur Shortwave Receivers
Alinco DJ-580 Twinband £299 Droke RBE Bowed £725
lcom 7204 PSU . €695 Drake SWB Portabla RY £549
leom 737 Excellan cond €195 Grundig YBA00  Forable 2 £95
lcom IC-P4E 7 £195 HF 225 Keypo £365
Kenpro KT-22 2m thumbrwheeler€] 25 Kenwood R1000 Tell re £325
o i Kenwood T5-1205 2450 | Kenwood R2000 = Cenf £375
SR SRR Kenwood 15-1405  Gen Con €695 | Sangean ATS 803  FPunable ® 05
Special Offer 15405 £13995 | yor o0d 158305 . 595 | Sony 7600 Partable & €135
5 OPTO Scout V-31 Kenwood 15130V HF £395 | Seny SWIS Packa! Recawer  £130
. : This Newe mir Kenwood T5940/5  Buse HF £1095 Steepletone MBR7 £45
PK-E:!MB; - KW1000 H.F Amp £285 | Trio 9R-59D sic $/Waove
Muki mode Data |3 Rexon RLIOZ  2mH/Held . £165 | Yaess FRA7700
CSI’“I‘.‘:J."':G! Modes Standard C500 Chaice ol 2 £225 Yaesy FRG7
SO . Standard €528 £325 | Yoesy FRG2000
acket, AMIOR e

Swan 100 MX HF Mobile £345 Yoesu FRGT700

Baudat, & ASC e D Tentec Corsair |l V.G condition £849 Yoesu FRGBB00
PACTOR & TDM ¢ supparts . Tono TT40 70cm TH 2199
goteway lacililie ! % handling HE | ® Trio 15830/5 b £575 | Accessories
& VHF £29900 | « Trio TS940/5 £1095 | AEAPK232MBX  Dafa Comms €199
Software * Use fne Lplo Scoul fo reac 2y Yoesu FT101ZD  Choice of 2 £495 Ameriton ATRIS  ATLI £145
Skyview Fax H F 81TV F# N+ Foxn £139 ARBCOQ Sconner - coll for deta Yoesu FT-102 m HF £595 Daiwa DK210 Electionic keyer . €45
skykyw:l.; £149.95 | Speciol Offer  £44995  £399.00 | yoeq FT-107M U £575 | Dateng D70 Tutor £4s
Sky Coll Windows Basad Call Bool £19.95 Yoesu FC-700 £o9 ERA Micrareaders's et Disp £1465
IC-RX Computer cont. lcom TX R, £4495 ?wimﬂers Yoesu F1-707 £475 | Heathkit 542040 £70
evex Yoesu FT-727R £295 Kenwood AT130 £95
Dlgital Audlo Filters A supelb SW Yaseu FC-757GX £495 | Kenwood MC50 £45
From Timewave USA Yaesu FT901 DM , £629 | kw107 £55
Hear weck signals, Yoesy FT-4700 T-8und Mobile . £345 MM30LS £75
reduce nois Yoesu FTVR01R With Fited 2m.... €175 SEM £75
nate heterodynes & Specm| Price £49.95 SEM £35
inferlerer Diomond SXI00 |6 &0 MHz Scanning Receivers Specirum Comms. . & Ay £49
these. new Digitol 30/300/ 3¢ 3 £129.95 AOQR 1000 i 13 thz £185 Standard C500 neatee £49
Audio litlers fram Timewave Dlumund 5}(200 B ACR AR1500 1300 MHz  £249 Sure 444 i £75
DSP-59 Plus Al modes £29¢ | 5/20/200W £ £89.95 | AQR AR2002 £199 | TeleReeder 670E  + Munici £75
DSP-9 Plus Al modes £239 Dlﬂmmf SXAOO 140 “_ ACR AR000 0625 Vectronics VCI00DIP A £99
DsP-9 SSB/CW £189 | 5/20/200 : £99.95 | Bearcot SBOMLT £120 | WELZCT00 D £45
Send SAF for full details of thasa filkars Bearcat 142 XLT £99 Yoesu 2m S0W £99
Monile HeadSEt/Mics Bearcat 200 XLT €150 Yaesu FL-6020 £85
mnics Commiel 102 £85 Yoesu FV401 Ext. VFO £30
A range of high rg\ ality orcessaries imported Commitel 204 H,/Held £75 Yoesu YMIA ; £45
by us direct from th H SA Fairmate HP1000 £195 | Zetogi 1210/ £45
HFT1500 - A 3¢ Realistic Pro-32 £110 Zetagi M700 £45
Wait [PEP] ATU, with Realistic Pro-37 £150
ce oy Realistc Pro 39 £150 o wl""”f' R cf’f!‘_ -
ant switching, ralles Realistic Pro-50 £95 = ﬁ{;t ;]_':‘I_I_-K ”H F:,'\:I Gl
inductor, SWR/PVVR Sony Pro80 £135 iy TR
witer toadars.cndl Pecl Trident TR-2400 £299 Coll Uoryd G1JAR, now on our hotline
Prica. Yupiteru MYT7000 H/Held £185 IOI?DSI 662145
- Our Yupiteru MVTZ100 £265
:::?3::‘: n‘!\:’\_l,l Yupiteru VT125 Airband €125 Drake sws
300W [PEP], Dummy
|c;{‘.|:!_ VSWE meter .3 wity ont swiltch & ﬁRSOﬂG Scunrler
! Why not Pt Exchy

reflect Pd power &
simultaneoushy

ERA Microreader

New
Version 4.2

Shert Wove Coverage

-

o VHF Asrband 116
® YVHF My [B7-1C
o APASF
.

mobile ATU ¢

all bands ce

meter reads C_U 3232

simultaneaus) rand SWE Can be _omputat

used al ha 11t : ER9.95 i

SHOWROOMS:- 1A MUNSTER ROAD, PORTSMOUTH PO2 9BS

MAIL ORDER:- 189 LONDON RDAD. PORTSMOUTH P02 9AE

: k) i ] Ty b
RADIO commuwcmom September 1995 1a



RadCom
NEWS

Council Brief
Notes of a meeting held on 8 July 1995,

Administrative

It was resolved that the 1996
Presidentwould be P R Sheppard,
G4EJP.

A recommendation from the
VHF Committee that J Merris,
GM4ANB, be appointed chair-
man of VHF Committee was ap-
proved.

Council resolved that the lack
of an HF Manager could not con-
tinue. Failing nominations for the
postin advance of the next meet-
ing Council reserved the right to
make an appointment without fur-
ther consultation.

Amateur Radio Matters

‘Hobby Radio’. Awrittenresponse
from the RA stated that, in view of
the Society's representations,
they would cease using this term.

DSIReport. LAC Chairman re-
ported that he had received many
contributions from individuals, but
the club response had been dis-
appointing. Discussions with the
RA on the UK position were pro-
gressing. He also reported that a
meeting with the CAA had taken
place about matters connected
with 1.3GHz and a meeting with
the Low Power Radio Users As-
sociation had taken place follow-

ing an article on EMC which had
appeared in Radio Communica-
tion.

A recommendation from VHF
Committee that the service to
amateur radio by G Stone,
G3FZL, be recognised was ap-
proved. He would be made an
Honorary Member, the highest
honour the Saciety could bestow.

A recommendation by the
Training and Education Commit-
tee that the Kenwood Trophy be
awarded to the person making
the most significant contribution
to training and development in
amateur radio was approved.

It was noted that the request
for volunteers to join the ARDF
Committee had produced only
one applicant.

Financial Matters

The General Manager reported
that a number of trophies to a
total value of approximately
£1500 had been stolen by bur-
glary at Headquarters.

The IPP informed Council that
itwas proposed to seliequipment
bequeathed to the Society by a
deceased member in order o
provide for a small trust fund.

RSGB Regional
Meeting in GM

A REMINDER THAT an RSGB
Regional Meeting will be held in
Inverness on 28 QOctober at
2.00pm. The venue is the High-
land Regional Council Local Au-
thority Emergency Operations
Centre, off MacIntosh Road, In-
verness. Directions and further
information may be obtained from
the RLO, Mrs Elaine Shread,
GM7TZT, 15 Hardie Court,
Aberchirder, Huntly, Aberdeen-
shire AB54 5TG, tel: 01466
780739,

New Senior
Novice Instructor

OWING TO professional com-
mitments, Roger Baker,
GW4RGI, has had to give up his
post of Senior Novice Instructor
for Dyfed, althocugh he hopes to
continue running NRAE courses
at Pembroke School. His succes-
soris Selwyn Meredith, GW4XLK,
who has been doing sterling work
with disabled stludents at Coleshill
Day Centre. His address is 5
Woodfield Rd, Llandybie,
Ammanford SA183UR, 1el: 01269
850803.

Novice Learns
About HQ

KEEN YOUNG radio amateur
Alex Gener, 2E1DBP, visited
RSGB HQ for a week in July as
part of a workplace experience
programme. Alex, aged 15, from
Mount Grace GM School in Pot-
ters Bar, Herts, received an in-
sightintodifferentaspects of HQ's
work, spending time in the
RadCom, Despatch, Amateur
Radio, Accounts and the General
Manager's departments. He is
seen here in executive mode with
General Manager Peter Kirby,
GOTWW.
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Special Swedish
Station

TO CELEBRATE 100 years of
radio and the 70th anniversary of
the Grimeton radico station
(callsign SAQ), radio amateurs
from Grimeton near Gothenburg
will be operating special event
station 7S6SAQ during the month
of September. Operation will be
mainly on CW, including an entry
inthe Scandinavian Activity Con-
test on 16 / 17 September from
the old Telecom building, using
their ‘huge’ log-periodic antenna.
The SAQ station started regu-
lar telegraphy transmissions to
Long Island, New York, in 1925,
using two 200kW Alexanderson
transmitters operating on
16.7kHz. Today, only one of the
transmitters remains, anditisthe
only operational Alexanderson
transmitter in the world.

The antenna system at Grimeton: six
127m high masts. A 50m long T-arm
carrying the 12 wires which feed the
six verticals is on top of each mast.

Poole Novice
Contest

IN AN ATTEMPT lo encourage
Novice licensees to have a first
go at contests, the Poole Radio
Society has announced their first
National Novice Contest. Thecon-
test takes place on Sunday 17
September from 1300 to 1500
UTCinthe 50 and 432MHz bands.
Stations entering should be oper-
ated by Novices throughout,
although help and encourage-
ment in setting up the station,
logging efc is welcomed from
whatever source. Exchange a
report and location (eg locator or
town) and score three points per
QSO. Entries and check logs
should be sent to Geoff Fowle,
2E1CSR, 12 Lytham Rd,
Broadstone, Dorset BH18 8JS to
arrive by the beginning of Octo-
ber.

@ THE US 1995 "Young Ham of
the Year' award has gone to 15-
year old Adam Weyhaupt,
NIMEZ, in recognition of his op-
erating skills during both the Mid-
west floods of 1993 and the 1994
US Olympic Festival in St Louis,
Missouri. The award is sponsored
jointly by Bill Pasternak's,
WABITF, Amateur Radio
Newsline, Yaesu USA and CQ
magazine.

® CONGRATULATIONS fto the
Southend and District Radio So-
ciety, originally the Wireless So-
ciety of Southend on Sea, who
are celebrating their 75th anni-
versary this year.

® THE LATEST CALLSIGNS is-
sued by SSL as of 9 August were
in the G*OWI*, G*7VM*, 2*0AM*"
and 2*1EI" series.

Newsreaders
Needed

TWO METRE and 70 centimetre
FMnewsreadersare required ur-
gently for GB2RS in the Cam-
bridge / Mid-Anglia region. A re-
serve newsreader is needed to
cover for the 80m broadcast by
G5VOinthe East Yorkshire area.
If you would like to volunteer,
please contactlanKyle, GIBAYZ,
as soon as possible. His phone
number is 01846 665034,

The 1995 RSGB
HF Convention

A FINAL REMINDER that the
RSGB International HF Conven-
lion takes place at Old Windsor,
Berkshire, on 9/ 10 September.
Doors open at 9.30am on Satur-
day and 9.00am on Sunday, and
day visitors are very welcome.
Turn to pages 21 and 40 for more
details of this year's evenl.

® MR E PASCOE, GW4DKD,
has been installed as Worshipful
Master of the Radio Fraternity
Lodge No 8040 for the year 1995
- 6. He sends greetings to other
RSGB Masonic members and
would be pleased to hear from
them via the Secretary, Sam
Fisher, G4ATK, Border Cottage,
8 Beechceroft, Chestfield Village,
Whitstable, Kent CT5 3QF.

® CONGRATULATIONS TO
the Grafton Radio Society, G3AFT
/ GBDWL, in north London, which
this year is celebrating its 50th
anniversary. For further informa-
tion aboutthe society, contact the
Secretary, Rod Harrigan, GOJUZ,
7 Torrington Gdns, Bounds Green,
London N11 2AB.
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AM A PHILATELIST as well as a radio
amateur, so naturally | collect stamps
with telecommunications or radio as
their theme. When | started my collec-
"L tion of ‘ham stamps’, only a few existed.
This was just before the issue of a stamp:
‘50th anniversary of amateur radio in Japan -
1977'.

Amateur radio stamps can be divided into
two categories: ‘Ham Stamp' and ‘Quasi-
Ham Stamp’. One of the American ham stamp
collectors suggested these definitions to me,
and | have circulated them to over 100 collec-
tors with my Ham Stamp List (reproduced as
Table 1). So far | have not received any
objection from them, though of course the
definition can vary from collector to collector.
Ham-Stamp: A commemorative postage
stamp which features amateur radio. The
face of a Ham Stamp must contain specific
wording which honours an amateur radio
organisation or group, amateur radio activi-
ties or events, individuals identified as radio
amateurs, technical aspects clearly belong-
ing to amateur radio, or amateur radio it-
self.

Quasi-Ham Stamp: A postage stamp
which does not meet the definition of a
Ham Stamp but which relates indirectly to
amateur radio; the Quasi-Ham Stamp might
illustrate amateur equipment or operators,
individuals known to hold an amateur radio

*5 St Johns Close, Hawarden, Deeside, Clwyd CH5 30

Amateur Radio
on Postage

Stamps

By Taizo Arakawa, GWORTA / N2ATT / JASAER*

licence, or individuals who have made a
significant contribution to amateur radio.

If you count stamps with radio or telecom-
munications as their theme, this multiplies the
number of stamps a hundredfold. Therefore,
this article deals only with amateur radio
related stamps, postcards and envelopes.

My list of Ham Stamps is shown in Table 1.
If you are interested in receiving an updated
list, which also includes Quasi-Ham Stamps,
please write to me at the address below,
enclosing an SASE. If anyone has correc-
tions and / or updates to the list, | would very
much appreciate hearing from them.

COMMUNICATION STAMPS ARE OUT THIS MONTH

THE ROYAL MAIL are issuing four special stamps on 5 September
featuring two pioneers of modern communications, Two feature Sir

Rowland Hill, the father of the postal system and two - the 41 pence and

60 pence stamps - show Guglielmo Marconi, who developed the first
effective radio transmissions in 1895. The issue marks the 200th

anniversary of the birth of Rowland
Hill as well as the 100th anniversary
of radio.

Rosena Robson, Royal Mail's
special stamp manager said: “It is
no exaggeration to say that Hill and
Marconi between them helped to
revolutionise communications. This
issue is especially appropriate
because the Post Office played a
pivotal role in the legacies both men
left the World . . .

“The British Post Office was the
first organisation in the World to
champion Marconi'swork atacrucial
point in the development of radio.”

RADIO COMMUNICATION September 1995

Technical Details
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The two Marconi stamps, issued by the Royal Mail on 5 September:
The 41 pence stamp shows a picture which will be familiar to
RadCom readers, against a background of a map of the North
Atlantic, and the 60p shows Marconi later in life against a background
depicting the importance of his work for marine safety and navigation.

The story of Marconi's early work and the Post Office's involvement is
told on pages 16-17 of the April 1995 AadCom.

The portraits have been hand engraved by Czeslaw Slania, one of the

World's foremost engravers. These
features have been printed by es-
sentially the same method used 155
years ago for the printing of the
Penny Black. The stamps are printed
in Intaglio and Litho by Harrisons
and Sons Ltd. They are vertical in
format and measure 35mm x 37mm
with a perforation of 15 x 14.5. The
paper is phosphor coated except the
19p which has one phosphor bar
and PVA Dextrin gum.

Cylinder numbers and colours:
41p - 1A Silver, 1B Grey-Green, 1D
Black; 60p - 1A Silver, 1B Deep
Ultramarine, 1D Black.
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AMATEUR RADIO STAMPS

TABLE 1: HAM STAMP LIST

ISSUE COUNTRY FACE VALUE GIBBONS  SCOTT REMARKS
1961.06.26 Poland 2.50 zlotys 1239 993 Conference of Com munication Ministers of Communist Coun-
tries (Emblem of PZK).

1961.06.26 Poland 3.50 zlotys 993a 5/S of Conference of Comm unication Ministers of Comm unist
Countries (Emblem of PZK).

1964.12.15 USA 5 cents 1260 50th Anniversary of ARAL.
1966.05.22 Yugoslavia 85 paras 809 20th Anniversary of SRJ.
1972.08.08 German Dem Rep. 25 pfennigs 1391 Society for Sports & Technology.
1973.05.10 Colombia 60 centavos 813 40th Anniversary of LCRA.
1975.04.15 Poland 1.50 zlotys 2088 |ARU Reg | Conference.
1975.04.16 Costa Rica 1.00 colones C633 16th Conventionof Fed de Radio Clubs de Centro America.
1975.04.16 Costa Rica 1.10 colones Cce34 16th Convention of Fed de Radio clubs de Centro America.
1975.04.16 Costa Rica 2.00 colones C635 16th Convention of Fed de Radio Clubs de Centro America.
1976.10.08 Dominican Rep. 6 centavos 773 50th Anniversary of RCD.
1976.10.08 Dominican Rep. 10 centavos C246 50th Anniversary of RCD.
1977.09.24 Japan 50 yen 1312 50th Anniversary of Amateur Radio in Japan.
1977.11.05 Brazil 1.30 cruz 1533 Amateur Radio Day in Brazil.
1979.01.25 Dominican Rep. 10 cenlavos C286 Beala Island DXpedition.
1979.02.23 USSR 4 kopecks 4733 RS-1 and RS-2 Amateur Satellites.
1979.03.26 Bolivia 3 pesos 638 38th Anniversary of RCB.
1979.09.06 Switzerland 70 centimes 679 501h Anniversary of USKA.
1880.10.03 Dominican Rep. 7 centavos c320 Catalina Island DX pedition.
1980.11.01 Argentina 700 pesos 1287 5gth Anniversary of RCA.
1981.03.12 USSR 4 kopecks 4917 30th All Union Amateur Radio Exhibition.
1981.06.25 Dijibouti 250 franc 528 Radio Club of Djibouti.
1982.02.22 Ascension 25 pence 303 Boy Scout Jamboreé (Amateur Radio Station ZDBJAM).
1082.02.22 Ascension 90 pence 304a /S of Boy Scouts Jamboreg (ZDBJAM).
1982.12.29 Chile 7 pesos 631D §0th Anniversary of RCC.
1983.01.17 Sri Lanka 2.50 rupee 655 55th Anniversary of Amateur Radio in Sri Lanka.
1983.04.28 San Marino 400 lira 1051 Waorld Communications Year (Ham Radio Operator).
1983.06.11 Colombia 12 pesos C735 50th Anniversary of LCRA.
1983.08.11 Jordan 10 fils 1156 The Royal Jordanian Radio Amateur Society.
1983.08.11 Jordan 25 fils 1157 The Royal Jordanian Radio Amateur Society.
1983.08.11 Jordan 40 fils 1158 The Royal Jordanian Radio Amateur Society.
1983.08.11 Jordan 50 fils 1158 The Royal Jordanian Radio Amateur Society.
1983.08.11 Jordan 100 fils 1160 The Royal Jordanian Radio Amateur Society.
1983.09.01 USSR 6 kopecks 5174 Radiotelegraph Championship.
1983.10.07 Nicaragua 1 cordoba 1296 FRACAP '83.
1983.10.07 Nicaragua 4 cordoba 1297 FRACAP '83.
1983.12.19 Solomon Islands 18 cents 512 Solomon Islands Radio Sociaty, H445l.
1984.01.30 Venezuela 2.70 bolivars 1323 50th Anniversary of RCV.
1984.04.11 Uruguay 7 pesos 1157 50th Anniversary of RCU.
1985.07.24 Peru 1300 sol 860 in Honor of the RGP lor Service o the Nation of Peru (55th
Anniversary of the Amateur Radio Service).
1986.12.10 Bulgaria 13 ct 3207 &0th Anniversary of Amateur Radio in Bulgaria.
1987.01.07 New Caledonia 64 franc ca21 o5th Anniversary of ARANC.
1987.03.09 Luxembourg 12 franc 767 50th Anniversary of AL.
1987.06.14 Israel 2.50 pounds 964 40th Anniversary of IARC.
1987.11.23 Liberia 10 cents 1061 25th Anniversary of LRAA (Jubilee Emblem).
1987.11.23 Liberia 10 cents 1062 25th Anniversary of LRAA (Radio Amateur).
1987.11.23 Liberia 35 cents 1063 25th Anniversary of LRAA (Jubilee Award).
1987.11.23 Liberia 35 cents 1064 25th Anniversary of LRAA (Flag and Globe).
1987.12.23 Oman 130 baisa 306 15th Anniversary of Royal Omani ARS.
1991.03.01 Bolivia 2.40Bs 819 50th Anniversary of RCB.
1091.04.09 Norfolk Island 43¢ 501 Ham Radio.
1991.04.08 Norfolk Island 18 502 Ham Radio.
1991.04.09 Norfolk Island 1209 503 Ham Radio.
1991.10.06 Indonesia 300 Rp 1477 The IARU Region Il Conference in Bandung.
1991 Argentina 4000 Austral LUSAT-OSCAR19 Amateur satellite (Flying Mailbox).
1983 French Southern and 2.00fr c124 Radio Amateurs.
Antarctic Territories
1993.06.15 DPR Korea 50 ch Kim Young Ok, WorldCha mpion on Radio Finding (ARDF)90.
Post Cards
B84 1970.10.09 Poland 40 Gr 40th Anniversary of PZK.
85 1979.07.25 USSR 4 kop Amateur Radio Station UOK Reaching the North Pole.
86 1980.02.24 Poland 2 Zloty 50th Anniversary of PZK.
87 1995.04.20 Korea 100 won 40th Anniversary of KARL.
Envelope
B8 1985.05.22 Australia 33 cents 75th Anniversary of Amateur Radio in Australia.
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COLLECTORS WORLDWIDE

| BELIEVE THERE ARE several hundred
collectors of amateur radio stamps in the
World. During my stay in the USA from 1978
to 1988, | found many more Ham Stamp
collectors than in Japan. Many replies were
forthcoming when | mentioned a new Ham
Stamp in QST, while only a couple were
received following my article in Japanese
magazines. Letters came not only from USA
but from all over the World, perhaps because
English is well accepted as an international
language. The late Vic Clark, W4KFC, Past-
President of the ARRL and Dr Max de
Henseler, HBIRS, former President of the
United Nations Staff Recreation Council
Amateur Radio Club (4U1UN) were very help-
ful to me for my research and collection.
| am a member of the Ham Stamp Club
which issues a newsletter via enthusiastic
Ham Stamp collector DL4UE. If you are inter-
ested in this club, write to: Mr Manfred G
Bussemer, DL4UE, Eckstr 1, D-66877
Ramstein-Miesenbach, Germany.

NO UK STAMP

The USA issued a stamp in 1964 to
commemorate the 50th anniversary of the

THE HASHEMITE JORDAN l\\ "'J

AMATEUR RADIO STAMPS
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ARRL. This pre-dated the Japanese Ham
Stamp by 13 years. The question remains:
why is there no Ham Stamp in the UK where
the world's first postage stamp, the Penny
Black, was issued? | have urged key persons
in the RSGB to promote this matter to the
Royal Mail when they have the opportunity.
[The Post Office were approached in 1988
when the RSGB held its 75th Anniversary, but
they felt that this was not a significant enough
event. They would consider a centenary so
collectors will have to wait until the year 2013
- Ed].

When | became aware that the Marconi
stamps were to be issued to commemorate
100 years of radio on 5 September this year
(see page 17), | was hoping that this stamp
had some relation to amateur radio (it can be
counted as a Quasi-Ham Stamp, at least). If
s0, | will buy large quantities of this stamp and
use them to promote amateur radio. | am
sure you can get a high return from DX QSL
cards if you use this stamp when posting the
card.

FURTHER READING

[1] ‘The Story of Radio Communication
Stamps' by Taizo Arakawa, JABAER,
JARL News (in Japanese) Sep 77.

PITCAIRN ISLANDS LATEST ISSUE

ON THE SAME DATE as the UK Communi-
cations stamps are issued, 5 September,
Pitcairn is introducing four stamps com-
memorating ‘Marconi 100th Anniversary of
First Radio Transmission’. Depicting the
history of radio from Marconi to satellites,
the stamps are designed by Nick Shewring,
printed by Lithography at Cartor SA, France,
and measure 38 x 30.5mm.

The Pitcairn Islands, a UK Crown Colony,
are located in the S E Pacific Ocean and
feature high volcanic lava cliffs and rugged
hills. With a population of only 61 (1983) the
chief source of income is from postage
stamps. Pitcairn's most famous amateur is
Tom Christian, VR6TC, who is a direct

The four Pitcairn Islands stamps being issued
on 5 September.

descendent of the Bounty mutineer Fletcher Christian.

The stamps can be obtained from any established dealer, or from Sovereign Stamps,
P O Box 128, Sutton, Surrey SM1 4WH; tel 0181 770 1373. A series of stamps featuring
amateur radio on the Pitcairn Islands are at the research stage.
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AMATEUR RADIO STAMPS

S8J1HAM

‘Antique QSL Department’in ‘DX World’
by John Minke lll, N6JM, Worldradio
Jun 79.
‘Telegraphers’ stamp collection’ by Max
de Henseler, HBORS/W2, Worldradio
Oct 70

cg-DL Jan 80 front cover.

Radio (REF) Feb 81 front cover.
‘Amateur Radio Postage Stamps'by Vic
Clark, W4KFC, Old Timer's Bulletin,
Antique Wireless Association, pp 10 -
12.

‘Amateur Radio Stamps' by Williams S
Kelly, Topical Time Jul / Aug 82.

Ham Stamps Nos.1 - 24 (1982 - 95),
Ham Stamp Club.

‘Museum on Book' (Nos 54, 55 & 61) by
Miyao Kan, JA1CO, JARL News (in
Japanese) Aug & Sep 82 and March 83.
‘Amateur Radio Stamps' by Taizo
Arakawa, N2ATT,CQHam Radio(Japa-

nese) Feb 83, Mar 84, Sep 87, Oct 87
and Nov 87.

‘EE Heroes and Happenings: a Phila-
telic Review’ by Donald K deNeuf,
WA1SPM, IEEE Spectrum, Aug 83.
Part of ‘Up Front in QST' by Taizo
Arakawa, N2ATT, QST Oct 85.
‘Postage Due’, QST Apr 88.

‘Stamps & Radio’ by Raymond
Schuessler,Short Wave Magazine, Nov
88.

‘Amateur Radio Stamps' by Bill Welsh,
W6DDB, CQ (USA) Nov and Dec 88.
‘Norfolk Island Stamps', D-i-Y Radio
Jul-Aug 91.

‘Amateur Radio Postage Stamps' by Bill
Welsh, W6DDB, QST Jan 94.

Radlio Rivista (ARI), Apr 95 front cover.
‘lci Radiophilatélie', Radio (REF) Jun
95. *

CHARITY BID

BY A REMARKABLE coincidence,
whilst we were preparing this article
John Hughes, G4KGT, sent in three
envelopes bearing radio stamps: Nos:3
and 27 from the Ham Stamp List plus
one from Germany with the familiar
Marconi picture on it. This latter is one
of five, almost identical, stamps issued
jointly by Germany, ltaly, The Vatican,
San Marino and Ireland - the Irish one
is shown in the inset mounted on a
Centenary of Radio cover.

John has generously offered to do-
nate the envelopes to us so thatwe can
raise a little money for charity. So if you
would like the three from G4KGT, plus
the Irish cover, make a bid in a sealed
envelope and senditto‘Charity Stamp
Bid’, RSGB, Lambda House, Cran-
borne Road, Potters Bar EN6 3JE, to
arrive before the end of September.
Please don't send any money until you
are asked for it. The person donating
the highest amount will receive the
envelopes, and the money will gotothe
Radio Amateur Invalid and Blind Club
(registered charity no.802348).
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LIMITED EDITION RSGB OVERSTAMPED MARCONI

AS PART OF THE Marconi Centenary
celebrations, and with the permission of
GEC-Marconi, Adrian Bradbury has
designed the First Day Cover illustrated here.
These are available from A G Bradbury, 3
Link Road, Stoneygate, Leicester LE2 3RA,
stamped and cancelled in a number of ways,
including a limited edition of 1,000 with all
four stamps cancelled at Chelmsford, where
GEC-Marconi's headquarters are located.

By special arrangement with A G
Bradbury, the Society is offering collectors
of Ham Stamps the chance to buy from a
limited edition of only 500 of the First Day
Cover, featuring the two Marconi stamps
and cancelled with a unique RSGB mark.
The cost is just £7.50 and it is available only
direct from RSGB HQ. If you are interested,
please contact Marcia Brimson in the RSGB
Sales office.

FIRST DAY COVER

A limited edition of this Adrian Bradbury First day Cover, with the Marconi stamps and an RSGB

cancellation mark, is available only from RSGB HQ.
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BEAUMONT CONFERENCE CENTRE - OLD WINDSOR - BERKSHIRE
9 & 10 SEPTEMBER 1995

The theme of this years Convention is something for everyone'.
Just take a look at some of the talks already scheduled and we think you will agree.

The DXCC Program by Chuck Hutchinson, KSCH
Amateur Radio on Internet by Mike Richards, G4WNC Travelling to the Beaumont - By Road
The Conway Reef DXpedition by Mats Persson, SM7PKK The Beawmont is at Old Windsor near the junction of the
Top Band Antennas for Mere Mortals by Neil Smith, A308 and A328, and within easy reach of the M25, M3,
G4DBN M4, M40, A4 and A30.

Cluster Forum by John Clayton, G4PD(Q)

Islands on the Air - the Fastest Growing DX Award
Programme by Roger Balister, G3KMA

Sunspots and Propagation by Martin Atherton, G3ZAY
Bhutan - 40 Years of Amateur Radio, by Jim Smith,
VK9NS

Operating Techniques by FOC Members

HF Contesting by Chris Burbanks, G3S1J

Computers in the Shack by Don Field, G3XTT
Activating Islands; the DOs and DON’Ts by a number
of island activators

HF Data Modes by Mike Kerry, G4BMK

Low Band Antennas - My Way by Ron Stone, GW3YDX
The Islands on the Air Awards Programme report by
Roger Balister, G3KMA

® Equipment Reviews by Chris Lorek, G4HCL

@ Contesting in the Caribbean by Bill Hudzik, WA2UDT

ToWindsor
Ouseley Rd

Harvester
(Bolls ol Qusoloy)

Burfiold Rd—

Main__

Beaumont qate

PLUS UK Morse tests and talks on Tower Safety with a Novice Forum

on Sunday to which all Novice Instuctors and Novices are invited. A special Q
feature of this year's Convention is the checking of QSL cards for DXCC:
All claims must be accompanied by a DXCC application form, which also
details the rules; this is available from Marcia Brimson at HQ.

Runnymede

D rsaa code Car parks

DOORS OPEN 0930 SATURDAY AND 0900 SUNDAY

FULL DETAILS FROM MARCIA BRIMSON AT RSGB HQ, LAMBDA HOUSE, CRANBORNE ROAD, POTTERS BAR, HERTS EN6 3JE, UK

Organising Committee - G3OUF & GOTWW (Joint Chair), G3ZAY, G3KMA, G4XRV, G3NUG, G4BWP, G41QM, G3RTU, G3PSM & G4PFF.

THIS YEAR’S INTERNATIONAL HF CONVENTION IS SPONSORED BY

ARV LNy YARSU

THE AMATEUR RADNO EXCHANGE CENTRE

Performance without Compromise



JOHN ALLAWAY, G3IFKM
10 Knightiow Road, Birmingham
B17 8QB

HE RECENTLY

launched DX News

Magazinehas quickly

established itself as

another good reason
to subscribe to the RSGB DX
News Sheet. It should be noted
that this new publication, pro-
duced on the first Wednesday of
each month, is included in the
DXNSsubscription price. The first
issue (July 1995) comprised 20
pages of interesting DX news
items including several articles
on expeditions, the IOTA pro-
gramme, the Dayton Hamvention,
and various other subjects.

SEANET 1995

AS MENTIONED before, thiscon-
vention will take place in Koh
Samui-abeautifulislandin South-
ern Thailand - and will be hosted
by the Radio Amateur Society of
Thailand. It takes place between
17 and 19 November. Thisyearis
the 50th anniversary of His Maj-
esty King Bhumiphol of Thailand's
accession to the throne and he is
the Patron of RAST. The location
isthe Samui Orchid Hoteland the
special station HS8SEA will be
locatedthere. | can supply photo-
copies of the application form.
For further information contact
Tony Waltham, HS0/G4UAV, by
fax on +66 2 712 5925. All reser-
vations must be made before 15
September.

ARI CONVENTION

THIS DXCONVENTION will take
place in Bologna on 13, 14, and
15 October at the Centro
Congressi Junior. It seems to be
a well organised event being run
by the Associazione Radio-
amatori ltaliani (the Italian IARU
Member Society). Registration is
compulsory and must be made
before 30 Septernberand access
to any of the congress rooms will
only be available to registered
participants on the Friday and
Saturday. The official languages
of the Convention are Italian and
English and simultaneous trans-
lation will be available. Both
G3KMA and G3ZAY will be in
attendance and will be present-
ing talks. There will also be a
‘Ladies programme’ involving a
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visitto Venice. | suggest thatany-
one interested should contact
PROMOTEAMSstl, Via B.Marcello
1, Bologna, for Registration
Forms and details. The fax
number is +39 51 47 29 10.

A DXAC News Releasedated 30
June said that the ARRL DX Ad-
visory Committee has voted 15to
1 to suspend further study of the
DXCC status of Aruba until the
Netherlands and Aruba have an-
nounced a change in the current
move towards independence for
Aruba, originally slated for 1996.
Inthe same ballotthe DXAC voted
9to 7 against recommending the
addition of Scarborough Reef to
the DXCC countries list. Those
who voted against the recom-
mendation cited membership
opinion within their respective di-
visions. Some wentontostatean
opinion that the rocks that com-
prise the reef do not constitute
islands, and for that reason no
operation from the reef can be
considered ‘land based'. The re-
lease went on to say thatin mem-
bership correspondence to the
entire DXAC, 157 persons (72%)
were againstadding Scarborough
and 61 were in support of new
country status. A DXCC News
Releasedated 6 July announced
that North Korea, (P5), hasbeen
added to the DXCC Countries
List. It went on to state that docu-
mentation for the recent P5/
OH2AM operation had been ap-
proved and in accordance with a
newsrelease dated 16 July 1991,
North Korea (Democratic Peo-
ple's Republic of Korea) will now
be added to the DXCC Countries
List. The DXCC Desk will accept
QSL cards for this new country
starting 1 October 1995. QSL
cards received atthe DXCC Desk
before 1 October 1995 will be
returned without action.

It is understood that the sec-
ond visit scheduled by OH2BH
will take place before the Beijing
DX Convention in October and
will be much smaller than his ZA
operation because of the delicate
situation in the country. Another
DXCC News Release dated 3
July said that the number of
unprocessed applications at the
end of June was 282 (39,866
QSLs). 544 applications (67,919
QSLs) were received during the
month for endorsements and new
awards. Applications being sent
out at the month’s end were re-
ceived less than a week earlier.
QSLs checked by travelling
DXCC staff in Spain and Ger-
many brought up the total number
of applications and cards re-
ceived.

EA1FH is in Kigali, Rwanda
and has the callsign 9Q5FH,
ZS42SQN will mark the 50th an-
niversary of the 42nd Swarkop
Air Base in South Africa between
16 September and 8 October.
ONGTT returned to Angola early
in July and will stay until 28 Au-
gust as D2TT on all bands 1.8 to
28MHzmostlyonSSBand RTTY.
He willemphasise the new bands
and RTTY. He is a telecom con-
sultant for the Red Cross. During
the day when he is at work he
intended to run a beacon on
28.203MHz and when heis home
duringthe nightitwillbe on 1.821.5
MHz. The beacon will transmit
'VVVVVV de MYCALL/B de
MYCALL/B'. If you hear it please
try to let Peter know via E-mail to
ifrclad@angonet.gn.apc.org -
noting his name clearly in the
body of the message.

Until 31 December the special
station HG100R will be on the air
fromHungary to'mark the cente-
nary of radio. RSGB DX News
Sheet says that RX10X/FJL on
Franz Josef Land should be ac-
tive until at least October when
he goes on holiday. Further activ-
ity will depend on diesel fuel de-
liveries which are difficult at that
time of year. He has only been
active on 14MHz but should be
on all bands following repairs to
an antenna switch. R1FJC and
R1FJZ are also active and ac-
cording to the Long Island DX
Bulletin are often to be found

(=% Fah, L1 - £ =
Nao, FOODAKUNX1L (left) and Kan,
FOOMIZ/JA1BK seen here during a
DXpedition on Nuku Hiva Island. Kan

has also taken part in a DX venture to
Bhutan (see pages 10 and 11).

near 14,020MHz after 2300. Ac-
cording to RASGB DX News Sheet
3A2LZ has reported pirate activ-
ity from Monaco. 3A2CC and
3A50A have been heardbutthese
callsigns have not been issued.
About 140 stations in Spain are
being authorised to use 50MHz
foranewtwo years period. Power
is limited to 30W of CW or SSB
and they will use EH prefixes
between 50.0 and 50.2MHz. This
privilege is not available to for-
eign visitors under the provisions
of CEPT T/R 61-01. The
Sundsvalls Radioamatorer sta-
tion SK3BG will be on the air as
883BG until the end of 1995 to
celebrate the 50th anniversary of
the club. F5XL expects to be on
the air from Corsica as TK/F5XL
for several weeks this month. He
will try to activate a number of
IOTA and DIFM islands.

that they will saon readjust.

BAND REPORTS
The increased ‘lead lime’ for the column has caused some 'regula:s‘ o miss the
deadline - | am sorry about this but hope
The loggings cover the period mid-June to mid-July and came from G3GVV,
GOAEV, GOMWS, GOSKW, and the UK DX Packet Cluster courtesy of G4PDQ.
Callsigns listed in italics are of stations using CW:-
10MHz
0000 HKOER, KP4VA, PJ2AM, V31RD, VPOMZ, ZL4WA, 9X/ON4WW.
0500 FM/F5PHW, P43T, VK2ADQ, ZLs, 9Y4KB.
2100 CUR2AR, J3/KBOQNS, S925S, TU4EY, ZA1AJ, 9X/ON4WW.
14MHz
0400 FR5DX, J28JA, VK7BC, ZL4AP.
0600  AHBE, FO5IW, KH3AF, KHBCD, KL7XD, TL8CN, VKINS, Wés,
ZK3RW.
0700  AHBN, FOSNL, JTIKAA, T20XC, RX10X/FJL, SO1URE.
0800 KS6DV, NH2G, R1FJZ, 3V8BB.
1300 JA, KBRLS, VP2VM, XX9AS.
1400  BY1LH, T20XC, YIOEB, XT2CH, 9M8DJ.
1500 AG1AN, BVSGU, HS50A, JT1BG, SU2MT, VB5BG, G4AAL/YA (7)
1600 BYSRT, HS0ZAA, S21YE, TH7OT, TUSDV.
1700 BZ1QL, HS2NS, JT1CD, KL7HF, ZD2BV, 9MBBC, 9N1RHM.
1800 S92YL, XU95HA, ZD7CTO, 4S7NB, 7Z11S, 9M2ZA.
1900 ET3AA, J6SLU, TUSCE, TZ6LL, VP2CRT, VU200, 9L1PG.
2200 FH8CB, HC8KU, JY1, P43ARC.
18MHz
1500  JA2ANA, OK1EE/ODS.
0900  A71CT, KL7DTH, T20XC.
1000  D44BC, ET3YU, JAs.
1300  A771AN, BV2KI, S79RTF, TATAR, VP2EM, XU95HA, 3BSCF.
1400 J28JA, TLBMS, VU2BIX, XT2CH, XX9GD, YB2ARW.
1500 ET3BT, KL7XD, ZS6WB, TW5..
1700  CN8MC. )
1800 KH6CC, S925S, 9Q5MRAC, 9X/ON4WW.
2200 HC_SA)‘, HKOER, J3/N3S1Y, SORASD, 9Y4/N3SIY.
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NINE BAND TABLE NO 15

CALL 1.8 3.5 7 10 14 18
G3KMA 191 279 320 275 326 306
G4BWP 169 278 312 271 326 300
G3XTT 192 250 297 236 323 279
G4GIR 133 262 303 233 326 280
G3GIQ 78 224 287 181 326 278
G40BK 136 184 240 199 307 263
G3TXF 104 202 263 186 310 200
G3SXW 89 187 234 199 302 198
G3WGV 86 156 219 223 258 247
GM3PPE 68 175 221 228 279 242
G3NKC 133 170 228 203 252 228
GW3JXN 102 182 241 184 279 238
G3IGW 125 184 305 200 274 224
G3VJP 72 163 237 119 321 170
G3NOH 43 98 175 203 268 240
G3NOF 5 118 17 2 326 248
G40DV 88 184 307 167 254 123
G4XRX 3 48 133 110 265 188
G3lAR 72 106 132 136 247 168
G4NXG/M 12 45 104 - 238 131
G4CMZ 14 45 103 100 146 B4
GODEZ 30 53 920 88 98 64
AVERAGE 88 163 221 170 275 214
Next deadline - to reach G3GIQ by 8 October
Prepared by G3GIQ. 8 July 1995

21 24 28 TOTAL
326 293 320 2636
321 268 3an 2556
317 248 284 2436
322 248 310 2417
326 237 314 2251
282 222 252 2085
307 149 273 1994
284 148 239 1880
cw

259 199 230 1877
cwW

256 185 223 1877
233 196 228 1871
251 171 206 1854
234 48 207 1801
303 68 262 1715
257 169 211 1664
cw

325 225 299 1663
244 69 200 1636
284 156 232 1419
220 124 150 1355
258 137 236 1162
124 44 101 761
78 44 66 611

264 166 235 1796

PU1LOK s onTrindade Is until
October as PUOTRI but only on
SSBon3.5and 28MHz (between
28.300 and 28.500MHz). TI2JJP
will apparently visit Cocos Is
between 9 and 25 Octoberandis
planning to operate on all HF
bands plus 1.8 and 3.5MHz. Ca-
nadian amateurs are going to be
allowed to use special prefixes to
mark the 50th anniversary of the
end of World War Il in Asia be-
tween 8 July and 8 September.
The prefixes are: VA2 = XK2,
VA3 = XK3, VA7 = XK7, VE1 =
XK1,VE2=XJ2, VE3=XJ3,VE4
= XK4, VE5 = XK5, VEB6 = XKB6,
VE7 = XJ7, VE8 = XK8, VE9 =
XK9, VO1 = X0O7, VO2 = X08,
VY1=XN7,and VY2 =XNB. Also
fromCanada, there will be a spe-
cial station CY3IARU on the air
from the site of the IARU Confer-
ence at Niagara Falls between 23
September and 1 October.

The information provided in
August's HF News about the ex-
pedition to Salas y Gomez Is,
which was originally scheduledto
follow immediately that to Easter
Island, has now been modified
and it will now take place be-
tween 1 October and 22 October
due to a change of schedule by
the Chilean Navy. It will be led by
NP4IW and the callsign used will
be XROZ. The actual stay on the
island will be about one week -
the other two weeks will be occu-
pied by the return journey from

Valpariso. Another expedition -
also mentioned in last month's
column - this time to Juan
Fernandez Is will be organised
by K4UEE and KOEU between 13
and 21 September. They will run
two stations with emphasis on
the low and WARC bands and
European contacts are going to
be a priority. The antennas willbe
full sized delta loops on 1.8 and
3.5MHz, a 2-element beam on
7MHz, and a beverage. Special
permission for 10MHz operation
has now been obtained. The Ra-
dio Club of Haiti has notified the
Society that the licence of Michel
Harmoniaux, HH2HM, has been
cancelled by the authorities.

N6SS will return to Chagos
and willbe onthe airfrom the club
station VQ9SS which he hopes to
make work on 1.8MHz. VU2JPS,
on the Andaman ls, is reported
to be keeping schedules with
VU2AUon 14.1950r 14.210MHz
between 1600 and 1800.

There will be a large expedition
to Heard Is which hopes to land
on 12 November. Thisis to be led
by KOIR who was leader of the
highly successful 3YOPI expedi-
tion to Peter 1 Island last year.
More details later. T30DW is re-
ported to be likely to remain on
West Kiribatiforabouttwo years.

The 1995 BS7HScarborough
Reef expedition made a total of
11,832 contacts with 6,838 differ-
ent callsigns. 5,539 of the QSOs

Dave Digweed, VE3FOI, RR# 1, Rosedene Rd, E/S. St Ann's,

QTH CORNER

C21NJ Norman Jeckane, Box 205,
CY3lARU

Ontario, LOR 1Y0, Canada,
HG100R via HA1KSA, PO Box 79, Gyor H-9002, Hungary.
PUOTRI Sergio Mendes, Rua Visconde de Santa

Grajau, 20560-121 Rio RJ, Brazil,
T30DW PO Box 29, Bairiki, Tarawa, Republic of Kiribati.
VISOPEACE PO Box 829, Hervey Bay, QLD 4655, Australia.
BS3BG SM3CER, PO Box 54,

ic of Nauru.
nga
Isabel, 692 apto.202,

$-863 22, Sundsburk, Sweden,
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were with Japan and 2,338 with
the US. Before the DXAC News
Release mentioned earlier and
according to KJ4VH, writing in
the Long Island DX Bulletin, each
member of the DX Advisory Com-
mittee had been sent a 76 page
reportwhich should eliminate any
question that Scarborough Reef
satisfies the rules to qualify as a
separate DXCC country. At the
time of writing another visit to the
area was being planned despite
the ARRL's decision that
Scarborough Reef should not be
accepted as a separate DXCC
country. This time the callsign will
be BS7A and N7NG, OH1RY,
SM7PKK, and JH4RHF are men-
tionedinthelistof operators. This
effort will be supported by PARA
and CRSA (the IARU Member
Societies representing the Philip-
pines and China). The operation
will take place after the typhoon
season and will cover the low
bandsand RTTY. Itwill also have
a beam.

RSGB DX News Sheetreports
that Nikolai, SW5FM, inVietnam,
has been found near 14.195MHz
around 1330 and 1930 recently.

Until 31 Octobera specialAus-
tralianstation will be on the air to
celebrate the end of WWII. The
callsign will be VISOPEACE and
the Australia Remembers Award
isavailable to those who work the
station and send $5 or 5 IRCs for
postage (see QTH Cormner).

Another expedition is being
planned - this time it is by the
Dateline DX Association who
hopes to visit Wake |s sometime
this autumn - possibly at the time
of the CQ WW Phone contest at
the end of October.

The list of operators includes
AL7EL, WB2DND, KC7V, and
K4HQI. The Dateline DX Asso-
ciation is open to suggestions

HF NEWS

from the DX community as to
needed bands/modes. It may be
contactedvia TomHarrell AL7EL,
27257 Nellis Rd, Evans Mills, NY
13637, USA. Again, more infor-
mation later.

AWARDS

1000 JAHRE KREMS
AWARD

The city of Krems in Austria will
celebrate its 1000th anniversary
in 1995. To apply for the award it
is necessary to work two stations
in Krems during 1995. The same
station may be worked again af-
ter 24 hours and any band/mode
is valid. Send log extracts certi-
fied by two other licensed ama-
teurs- plus US$100r10IRCs - to
Michael Neubauer, Limberg-
strasse 39, 3503 Krems-Rehberg,
Austria. Stationslocatedin Krems
include OE3's ATS, AHB, BEA,
DTA, ESA, FGA, GSS, GNA,
HGB, HY, HZC, | SS, JSC, JTW,
JYB, KGS, LUW, LUC, MNU, MS,
NEA, OOW, PBU, PNU, PNW,
RE,RTS, SAW, SGC, SPS, TFC,
TR, WFB, WOC, WPS, YHS,
YTW, and YZA. Allthese stations
will use the special suffix /1000
during 1995.

AGCW-DL is organising Mar-
coni Memorial Month during
September. It is necessary to
make at least 100 CW QSOs
during the month on any or all
bands. Contest QSOs are also
valid. Specialawards will be given
to those who make 100 or more
contacts while those who make
50 will receive commemorative
cards. Send log details including
date, time, band, callsigns and
RST reports of both stations to:
Otto A Wiesner, DJ5QK,
Feudenheimer Str. 12, D-69123
Heidelberg, Germany, before 31
October 1995.

1000 Jahre Krems

ol egmeyrs by e | ophm i
N preten s oy denm Prieg

it

This 1000 Jahre Krems Award issued
tocelebrate the Austrian city's 1000th
anniversary this year. Toapply forthe
award, two stations in Krems must be
worked during 1995.
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CONTESTS

ALL ASIAN DX CONTEST
(SSB)

0000 2 September - 2400 3
September

1.8to 28MHz (no WARC). Single
operator single or multi-band, and
multi-multi classes. Work Asian
stations only and give RS and
age (ladies are excused - they
send ‘00'). QSOs on 1.9MHz
count three points, on 3.5Mhz
two, and on any other band one.
The multipliers are the number of
Asian prefixes worked on each
band. Copies of rules/summary
sheet/log sheets may be avail-
able but had not arrived at the
time of writing (SASE please).

WAE DX CONTEST (SSB)

1200 9 September - 2400 10
September

3.5t028MHz observing the IARU
agreed ‘contest free' segments.
Single operator all bands, multi-
operator single and multi-trans-
mitter and listener sections. Only
30 hours of operation allowed by
single-operator entrants and the
rest time may be taken in up to
three parts. Minimum of time al-
lowed on a band is 15m. Work
non-Europeans and exchange
RS and the QSO number (start-
ingfrom001). The multipliers are
the countries on the WAE listand
they may be multiplied by four on
3.5MHz, three on 7MHz, and two
on 14/21/28MHz. Serious partici-
pants should study rules closely -
there are points to be scored by
means of QTCs. | can supply
copies of the 1994 rules - the
1995 version had notarrived when
this was being written. The WAE
listis as follows: C3, CT, CU, DL,
EA, EAS, EILES, F, G, GD, GI,
GJ, GM, GM (Shetland), GU, GW,
HA, HB, HBO, HV, |, IS, IT, JW
(Bear Is), JW (Spitzbergen), JX,
LA, LX, LY, LZ, OE, OH, OHO,
0Jo, OK, OM, ON, OY, OZ, PA,
S5, SM, SP, SV, SV5 (Rhodes),
SV9 (Crete), SY, T7, TA1, TF,
TK, UA1-3-4-6, UA2, UB, UC,
UATN,UO, YL, YO, YU, ZA, ZB2,
1A0, 3A, 4J1, 4K2, 4N4, 4U (Ge-
neva), 4U (Vienna), 9A, and 9H.
Logs must be mailed before 15
September (CW section) 15 Oc-

28MHZ COUNTRIES TABLE
GOAEV ovvvsenmmmssasmisssnsssin 120
G4OBK ... .. 104
GODRVALINELI . 90
GOMCT ... A
GONQC .. 41
GJAGG 34
G3XBM 32

G2FQR
GMACHX !
(et ] e TN Il I (S 1

tober (SSB section) or 15 De-
cember (RTTY section).

In the 1994 ARRL 10 Meter
Contest GOAEV scored 5,082
points, GOTDX 392, and
GWOARK 340. GOAEV was sec-
ond in the Top DX listing, mixed
mode, QRP.

SCANDINAVIAN ACTIVITY
CONTEST

1500 16 September - 1800 17
September (CW)

1500 23 September - 1800 24
September (SSB)

3.5 - 28MHz (no WARC). IARU
‘contest free' segments should
be observed (3.560-3.600, 3.650
- 3.700, 14.060 - 14.125, and
14.300 - 14.350MHz). Work
Scandinavians only (LA/LB/LG/
LJ, JW, JX, OF/OG/OH/OI, OF0/
OGO0/OHO, OJo, OX, OY, 0Z, SI/
SJ/SK/SL/ISM/7S/8S and TF).
Single operator all band, single
operator QRP, multi-operatorand
listener classes. Exchange RS/T
plus serial number (from 001).
Each QSO counts one point and
the multipliers are Scandinavian
call-number areas (0 - 9) worked
on each band.

ON CONTEST 1995
0700 - 1100 1 October (SSB)
0700 - 1100 8 October (CW)

3.5MHz only and only QSOs with
ON and DA stations are permit-
ted. Exchange RS/T plus serial
number starting from 001. ON
and DA stations will give their
club code - ie 59005 MCL. Each
QSO with ON or DA counts three
points and each clubworked gives
one multiplier. Send logs no later
than three weeks after the con-
test to: Welters Leon, ONSWL,
Borgstraat 80, B 2580 Beerzel,
Belgium.

THANK YOU

TO THOSE WHO provided infor-
mationthis month. Specialthanks
go to the following for news items
extracted: the Lynx DX Bulletin
(EA2KL), the Long Island DX
Bulletin (VP2ML), the RSGB DX
News Sheet (G4BUE), and
DXPRESS (PAOFQA). Every-
thing for the November column
to reach me no later than 14
September. ¢

1995 WARC BANDS TABLE
10MHz 18MHz 24MHz Total
G4aYVV 73 103 60 236

(cw)
G3ING 69 72 28 169
GODEZ €6 52 27 145
GJ4GG 40 46 23 109
G40BK 17 39 17 73
GACMZ 21 18 29 68
GOSKW 25 22 7 54
G4FVK 13 30 6 49
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NORMAN FITCH, G3FPK

40 Eskdale Gardens, Purlay,
Surrey CAB 1EZ

HIS SUMMER has

produced some ex-

cellentDX sofar. The

main feature has

been the prevalence
of Sporadic-E openings on
144MHz, supporting the ideathat
these occur most frequently in
years of sunspot minima. Es
openings during VHF NFD week-
end producedbig scores for some
stations.

On 50MHz there were some
memorable transatlantic open-
ings with some stations working
considerable distances. There
was a major tropospheric open-
ingonallbands atthe end of June
and the first days of July but no
significant auroras were men-
tioned.

PUBLICATIONS

THE 2/95 EDITION of Dubus
Magazine includes an article by
Charles Suckling, G3WDG, de-
scribing a 144MHz wideband
noise amplifier. He writes: "It has
many applications, from noise fig-
ure measurement and compari-
son in conjunction with a cali-
brated noise source, to sun/moon
noise measurements of EME
equipment.” There are the usual
news sections covering EME,
tropo, meteor scatter, FAl and
auroral events. The UK agent for
Dubus is Roger Blackwell,
G4PMK, who is QTHR.

VHF Communications first ap-
peared in its English version in
1969. The editors were Hans
Dohlus, DJ3QC, Robert Lentz,
DL3WR, and Terry Bittan,
G3JVQ/DJOBQ. The first UK
agent was Don Hayter, G3JHM.
In 1990, Mike Wooding, G61QM,
and his wife purchased the title
and rights, producing their first
issue in 1991, They formed KM
Publications expressly for this
purpose and now have 3,500
subscribers World-wide. Their
postaladdressis 5 Ware Orchard,
Barby, Rugby, CV23 8UF andthe
E-mail one is 100441.377@
compuserve.com.

The Summer 2/1995 issue in-
cludes articles on a VHF/UHF
grid dip meter using a TIS88 J-fet
transistor in both battery and
mains powered versions, a 28/
432MHz transverter in modular

form, a 28/50MHztransverterand
a big wheel antenna for 70cm.

ELLA TUGWELL, GOFIP, senta
copy of the rules for 13th annual
BYLARA Contest. The dates/
times to note in your 1996 diaries
for this event are: 11 Feb 1900-
2200and 13 Feb 1000-1300UTC.
There are HF phone, VHF phone
and Mixed HF and VHF phone
sections. At least one-third of the
operating time must be spent
either on HF or VHF. On 2m and
70cm the ‘no-go areas’ are
144.750-145.175, 145.600-
146.000, 432.800-433.375 and
434.600-434.975MHz.

Foracopy of the rules send an
SASE to GOFIP at67 UpperKing-
ston Lane, Shoreham-by-Sea,
Sussex BN43 6TG.

The Poole Radio Society is
sponsoring the first National Nov-
ice Contest which is "designed to
give novices their first taste of
contests”. This event is on 17
Sept, 1300-1500UTC, inthe nov-
ice sections ofthe 50 and 430MHz
bands. Stations “should be oper-
ated by novices throughout the
contest although help and en-
couragement in setting up sta-
tions andlogging, etcis welcomed
from whatever source.”

Foracopy of the rules sendan
SASE to Geoff Fowle, 2E1CSR,
12 Lytham Road, Broadstone,
Dorset BH18 8JS.

MOONBOUNCE

THE TORONTO VHF Society,
VE3ONT, will be active from the
Algonquin Park observatory
(FNO5XW) in the two legs of the
ARRL EME contestusingthe 46m
dish. The proposed schedule is:
7 Oct 0000-0907, transmitting on
144.100 listening on (QSX)
144.100-144.110. They will be
ready (QRV) before 0000 fortest-
ing and random QSOs. 7/8 Oct
2306-1013 on 50.100, QSX
50.100-50.105, and 1296.050,
QSX 1296.050-1296.060. The
November schedule is: 4th 0000-
0804 on 432.050, QSX 432.050-
432.060, again QRV priorto 0000,
and 4/5 2137-0907 on 144.100,
QSX 144.100-144.110. All times
are UTC and frequencies are in
MHz.

As always use of the dish is
subject to last minute cancella-
tion should it be needed for radio
astronomy. The times are for a
dish elevation limit of 9° in
FNO5SXW. They will use horizon-
tal polarization on 50MHz, RHCP
on 144, 432 and 1296MHz but
can switch on the latter to accom-
modate LHCP. Thanks to Dennis
Mungham, VE3ASO, for this in-
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formation. QSLs go to him at RR
#3, Mountain, Ontario, Canada
KOE 180. .

Next some items from the July
432 and Above EME News ed-
ited by Allen Katz, K2UYH. “The
2nd June SW (sked weekend)
produced reasonable conditions,
especially considering it was an
apogee weekend. The excellent
libration characteristics seemed
to more than make up for the
higher-than-usual path loss." Brit-
ish stations reporting activity were
G3LTF, G3SEK and GW3XYW.
9H1ES is planning 23cm opera-
tion with 100W and a 2.7m dish,
so should be workable by many
stations. K2UYH's address is:
Engineering Dept, Trenton State
College, Trenton, NJ 08650-4700,
USA. His E-mail address is
a.katz@ieee.org.

The only UK activity report is
from John Regnault, G4SWX
(JO02), who completed with
JL1ZCG on random on 2m on 8
July during a 5min window with
529 reports each way. He reports
EME as being “pooras predicted”.

AS LAST YEAR, propagation
during the VHF National Field
Day weekend, 1/2 July, was en-
hanced by Es on 144MHz. Along
opening on the Saturday morn-
ing, before the 1400 start, was
followed by three short events in
the evening. The first occurred
between 1720 and 1743 to Cor-
sica, Sardinia, Sicily and main-
land Italy. Stations worked in-
cluded TK5KP (JN41), ICBFAX
(JN70), IKOBZY (JN61), ITSJLW/
9, IT9SGO and IWSEKK (JME8)
and ISOXDA (JM49).

The second, 1816-1847, was
to southern France, Spain and
north Africa. Stations worked were
EA3GDD and EA3KU (JNOOD),
EA3/DL3MGO, EA3DBJ and
EB3EDT (JNO1), EASADW,
EA3BHR, EA3CRE, EA3CRIland
EA3DXU (JN11), EB3FFF/P and
FEKBR/P (JN12), EASFIC,
EA5QZ and EB5CYB (IM98),
EAS5ANO and EBSIFI (IM99),
EA7DBH (IM76), EABIB (JMO09),
EA6PS, EABSA and EA6BXQ
(JM19) and EASAI (IM75). The
third opening at 1916 only lasted
afewminutes and IBMPO (JN70)
was contacted.

My thanks to Alec Trusler,
GOFIG (SXW), Andy Wyspianski,
G1AWF (LDN), Mike Jupp,
G1HWY (SXW), Angela Sitton,
G1XEO/GOHGA (HFD), John
Quarmby, G3XDY (SFK), Ken
Osborne, G4I1GO (SOM), Andy
Stafford, G4VPM (SOM) and
Graeme Welch, GMBWBY (FFE),
for these reports.

There was some good tropo

on the Saturday
evening. On 2m
G4VPM worked
LA2PHA (JO38)
and 0Z9IT
(JO46). Edward
Allely, GWOPZT
(GDD), reports
DLOOU/P (JO43)
at S9+ through-
out at 968km. He
worked many
north Germansin
JO31, 32, 42-44
and lots of ONs
and PAs.
OZ9EDR/P
(JOB4)wasanew
square. Other DX
included
DL7AKA (JOB2)
and DL9GJW
(JO54).

CONTEST FEEDBACK

David Whitaker, BRS 25429
(YSN), the contest manager for
the UK Six Metre Group, reporis
that there were 16 hours of Es in
the Summer Conteston 10 June.
6menthusiastsin atleast 58 coun-
tries took part.

Over 260 grid squares were
logged, mostly European, but with
afew Middle Eastern and African
ones, too. Over 80 entries were
received but although UK activity
was the greatest, not many op-
erators bothered to submit logs.

TRANSATLANTIC DX

7 July was a superb day for trans-
atlantic DX. Several contributors
reckoned it was the best opening
to North America they had ever
experienced. G41GO'sreportwas
from 1752 and it was still going
wellat 2305 when Ken went QRT.
He worked many stations in
EM29, 40, 48, 77, 88 and 99,
EN34, 43, 44, 51,52, 61,72, 73,
82, 90, 91 and 99, FM08, 09, 15-
18 and 28, FN10, 20 and 65, and
GN16. Best DX was KSOF
(EM48). Next morning, 1011-
1017 and 1104-1200, he worked
more Ws in EM95, FM07,17, 18
and 29, FN10, 41 and 42.

Geoff Brown, GJ4ICD, says
he has never heard so many USA
stations onthe band, evenduring
F2 openings during sunspot maxi-
mum years. Many signals were
very strong - N9QX (EN61) was
S$9+40dB, forexample. Other DX
worked included OX3LX (GP36)
and KP4EIT (FK68). Ela Martyr,
GBHKM (ESX), made 59 QSOs
with Ws and VEs in 33 squares,
six of which were new.

Paul Baker, GWBVZW (GWT),
called it “a mega W/VE opening"
but he did not catch it until 2040,
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just before he left for work on a
night shift. Jamie Ashford,
GW7SMV (GWT), made his first
transatlantic contact on 5 July
with VE1YX (FN74). Nextevening
heworked KM1H (FN42) for coun-
try number 50 and then a couple
more Ws on the 7th, all with 25W
and an HB9CV antenna.

OTHER DX

A warm welcome to Keven
Matthews, 2E1AIU (ESX), who
joins the annual table. Countries
added in July were EH, HBO, IS0,
SM, T9 and YL. Another new
contributor is Ken Grover, G3KIP
(KNT), who uses an IC-551 and
3-ele Yagi on a 40ft mast. He
caughthisfirstEson 20 June and
a second on 16 July making 38
contacts in 17 countries.

The best of Terry Chaplin's,
G1UGH (SFK), Es QSOs in July
were 1st EHIIE (IM75), 2nd UT6X
(KO41), 11th OH1AJ (KP10) and
YL3AG (KO26). G4IGO saw his
first display of noctilucent clouds
on 23 June lasting from at least
2210 to 2300. They were to the
north-west, 15° above the hori-
zon and of steel-blue/grey ap-
pearance. These have been re-
puted to be linked to anomalous
propagation. Ken submitted a list
for the period 4 June to 10 July.
Highlights were UTEX, LX1JX and
CT/G3SDL (IM56) on 1 July, and
T97V (JN84), 5B4AAI (KM64) and
SV7/OE3DJL (KN20) on the 2nd.

G6HKM also got T97V on 1
July for a new square. Next day
Ela completed with UT6X and
9ABV (JN73); on the 5th with
SORASD (IL56) and WA1AYS
(FN42), and on the 15th with
LZ1WR (KN22), SV2A0K (KN 10)
and CSORCL (IM586). Most were
new squares. Mike Wooding,
GBIQM (WKS), uses a 144/
50MHz transverter running 750
milliwatts to a 5-ele Yagi and his

Several well known VHF DXers were in attendance at the wedding of lan Watt, GM4ZRR, to Sandra
Gillespie in Edinburgh. From left: Pat Hargreaves, G3TEY; Gareth Davies, GMOCIT/LAOGJ;
Graham Knight, GMBFFX; John Rooney, GM1TDU; Kevin Macleod, GM1KFM; Ruth Drinkwater,
SWL; Alastair Beaton, GM4BAP; Allan Duncan, GJ4ZUK; Stewart Cooper, GM4AFF; and Alec
Allan, G3ZBE.

first QSO was with a Polish sta-
tion. He has since worked DL, |,
OH, OZ and SM.

GWB6EVZW has made well over
1,000 QSOs from Cwmbran this
year up to mid-July. Paul sent a
four-page list of DX worked from
5June. Inthe UKSMG conteston
10 June he made 167 QSOsin 86
squares and 27 countries. High-
lights from his detailed list in-
clude: 21 June IX1ZZQ in the
rare Aosta Valley region; YL/
RZ3BW (KO26) and many OHs
on 27 June; 4Z4TT and C31HK
on 1 July; EHSIB, EHIIE, ZB2IF
and CN8NS on 5 July and HV3SJ
on the 16th.

GW7SMV lists his best DX as
OHO/DJ2PJ (JPO0), ES1II/3
(KO18), CT3FT (IM13), SO7URE
(IL56), CN2JA (IM64), YL3AG
(KO26), SVIANK (KM25), UTEX,
CT/G3SDL, EH9IE, SV1AHX
(KM18), 4U/KCOPA (IL46),
EHBACW (IL28) and CU1CB
(HM78) - notbad for25Wanda2-
ele antenna.

NEWS

GOHGA s planningto sellher FT-
480R and buy secondhand
transverters for 2m and 6m with
the proceeds. She will then be
able to use her IC-735 as prime
mover, taking advantage of the
superior filters. A keen CW op-
erator, she found CW activity
during NFD deplorable. She is
now using her G1XEO call on
VHF and would like to see the
return of the annual CW ladder. |
think we have enough tables, but
let me know if you are interested.

Nick Gregory, GOHIK (CBA), is
making two 10-ele DLBWU Yagis
which should improve his station
performance considerably. Roger
Kendall, GOUPU (GLRY), is a new

25



VHF NEWS

70MHz
Callsign Cty Citr
G1SWH 21 32
GBEHKM 48 56
G3FIJ 18 23
GAVPM - -
GOFIG

G1HWY

G1AWF

G8ESB

GWBVZW 4
GOUPU

GOHIK

GWOPZT

G1UGH

G40UT

G7CLY

G3FPK

G3NKS

63
21
16

28
10
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ANNUAL VHF/UHF TABLE

January to December 1995

144MHz 430MHz 1.3GHz Total

Cty Ctr Cty Ctr Cty
30 5 76 21 47
- - 60 27 38
25 4 54 1 25
- - 74 19 28

. - 60 3 29

- 53 23 33

= B4 27 18

5 2 57 10 22
27 3 35 6 12
- - 30 16 22

- - 56 27 -

- - 32 15 -
23 3 24 4 -
- - 12 10 -

- - 36 4 -
3 5 1 1 1
B - 29 6 -

- - - - 4

- - 24 3 2

- - ;] 1 -

British counties are those listed on page 79 in the January 1985
RadCom; 77 in all. Up to three different stations allowed in each of the 12 GM regions. Do not include El counties. Countries are
the current DXCC ones plus IT9. Deadline for the November issue is 14 September.
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contributor who has been QRV
with 25W for a couple of years.
John Hill, G7CLY (HBS), wrote
from County Antrim while on va-
cation. He had gear for 2m and
6m but had not caught any real
DX on his travels through eight
counties in the north of Ireland.

Another holiday operator was
Brian Higton, GMOVBE (SCD),
whowas active as GOVBE/P from
IO70NN in Cornwall at the begin-
ning of July. He used 80W to a
17-ele Yagiand was lucky enough
to catchthe big Es openingonthe
morningof 1July. Afteroverthree
years of inactivity, Gary Nicholas,
GWT7EVG (CWD), is QRV again
with an FT-726R and 8-ele Yagi
and joins the annual table.

TROPO

The period 23 June to 2 July saw
excellent tropo propagation al-
though activity in the first couple
of days seemed low. On 26 June,
GM4IPK (1099/SLD), GMOILB
(IP90/SLD) and GMOHTT (1089/
OKE) were very loud in the south
for long periods. Over the next
few days GM and Scandinavian
stations were prevalent. On the
evening of the 29th, G4SWX
worked 35 SMs, best DX being
SM5MIX (JO78).

By 30 June, the lift favoured
the east with DLs much in evi-
dence. G1AWF worked SPOAFT
(JO73) but the Polish stations
were nottoo strongin London. By
NFD weekend, the DL direction
was favourite. British Isles sta-
tions in GM and El were also
consistent on 1 July.

SPORADIC-E

In the late afternoon of 25 June,
1630-1725, there was a good Es
openingto Italy and Greece. Sta-
tions worked included IT9IPQ/9,
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IW8PPJ and IWBPQ (JM78),
IBMPO (JN70), IK7HIN and
IKZMHI (JN81), I7IWN (JN90) and
the star turn, SV3KH (KMO07).

The next big event was in the
morning of 1 July, when stations
all over Europe were setting up
for NFD. For most people, the
first phase was 0912-1019. Pre-
fixes/countries worked included
HAB6, HA8, IKO, 14, OE5, OK1/2,
OM3, OM9, S5, SP9, YTS5, YU7
and 9A. Best DX were probably
UT3WWY/P (KN19), UT5DE
(KN18) and YO5CBX (KN27).
Other squares worked included
JNEBB, 75, 76, 79, 85-89, 94-99,
KNOB and KNO9.

G4SWX worked 14YNO and
IKOYUS (JN63)in a brief opening
at1047. Between 1149and 1214
John made eight QSOs with EA3
and EAS stations in IM99, JNOO,
01 and 11. GWOPZT reports a
continuous opening from Gwyn-
edd, 0923-1212, during which he
worked 66 stations - 25 HAs, 7
each YUs and 9As, 6 Is, 5 Fs, 4
each OEs and YOs, 3 S5s, 2
each OMs and DLs and a TK.
Edward highlights YO2QC/P
(KN15), OM3TRV (JN88), 4N7FK
(KNO5) and TKSEP (JN41) asthe
best.

The last event was on 15 July,
1640-1943, mainly to the central
Mediterranean, Greece and Bul-
garia. Stations worked by several
contributors included 1S00ZK
(JM49), IK7MOI (JN8D), IWSDRY
(JM67)alsoreported as IWIBRY,
IT9IPQ/P, IT9SGO, IT9VDQ/P
and IW9EKK (JM68), LZ1UK
(KN12), LZIWR, LZ2HV (KN23),
LZ2AB (KN33),LZ2FT, YO3DAC,
YO3DMU and YO3JW (KN34).
Maltese QSOs were with 9H1ET,
9H5CL, 9H5L and 9H5SN. Best
DX were probably IWOEBY/IH9
(JM66), SV2A0K (KN10) and
SV7AIl (KM20).

METEOR SCATTER

Bill Thomas, G4AEP (BRK), is
another first-time contributor. He
is trying some MS and recently
completed with LY2BIL (KO14).
GOFIG lists July completions with
SM3/DL7VBW (JP81), LY2BIL,
SM/DL9GJW (JOB86), I6WJB
(JN72), 14YNO (JN54), 9A3JH
(JN75) and LA/DL5DTA (JP21)
between the 8th and 19th.
Thanks also to the following
readers from whose input these
reports were compiled: G1HWY,
G1UGH, G4IGO, G6HKM,
GJ4ICD and GW7SMV.

2E1AIU OPERATES on 70cm.
On28June, during the good tropo
period, Keven worked PE1PXG
and DL8BDU but did not mention
any station details or the locators
of his contacts.

On 70cm, the only new square
for GOFIG was F5GXX (IN95) on
19 June. Alec worked the same
station on 23cm and on 1 July,
GOCFM/P (1081) was another
new one on the band.

GOHIK is making a pair of 18-
ele DL6WU Yagis for 70cm. At
present Nick is using a long 21-
ele Yagi made from parts of an
older beam which got damaged.
From Cumbriahe worked G1SDO
(ESX) and G7RRD (LCN) on low
powerin flatconditions on 18 and
19 July, so intends to be more
active on the band.

GOUPU finds little activity on
70cm outside of contestsand has
never heard any CW despite
putting out CQ calls on the mode.

Only the repeaters seem active. .

Roger thinks 23cm will be an in-
teresting band but has not been
QRYV long enough to form a defi-
nite opinion. Gerry Schoof,

G1SWH (MCH), notes 23cm
QSOs with G3DVV (OFE),
G4VPM (SOM) and GOFYM
(YSW) but did not state the dates.

G3XDY lists 70cm QSOs over
500km on 1 July with DFONF
(JO44)and OZ9EDR/P. Nextday
John contacted OZ1ALS (JO44),
OZ5BAL/P (JO55), 0Z6OL
(JOB65) and DFOBA (JO42). On
23cm on 29 June he worked
DB2BZ (JO42), OZ60OL and
DK2NH (JO53). On 1 July
DLOOU/P (JO43), DFONF, DLOMI
(JO42), OZ9EDR/P and OZ5BALY
P and next day DGORG (JO62),
DL40OL/P and DK9OY/P (JO52),
DG1ROD/P (JO82), DL2NUD
(JO63), DLOSHF (JO54) and
DL7AKL/P and DFOTEC/P
(JO73).

Nothing was heard of the SPs
and SMs worked by GOVHF/P on
23cm on the Sunday morning of
NFD weekend.

On 26 June G6HKM worked
GM1TDU (1087) and GMOUSI/P
(1076) on 70cm. Ela remarks it is
not often she hears GMs on the
band. On the 29th she worked
DLBNVC/P (JO73) on 70cm. On
23cm she contacted five PAs,
DC6BC (JO31) and OZ60L.
DLBNVC/P came on23cm shortly
after their UHF QSO to give her
JO73 on this band.

FINALE

IT WOULD MAKE editing so much
easierif readers would please list
activity separately band by band.
Most do this anyway but a few do
not. It is not necessary to send
copies of log pages for the whole
month, butif youdo, pleaseusea
high-lighter pen to point out the
interesting QSOs. If using fax or
E-mail, please make sure you
include your full details. For ex-
ample, on 18 July there was an
Internet message from an A
Rowley, but no callsign was
stated. Therearetwointhe RSGB
Call Book - GOTML and GBMYK
- 50 | cannot be certain who sent
the message.

The deadline for the Novem-
ber issue is 14 September. The
December date is 19 October.
The combined telephone answer-
ing and fax machine is on
01817639457. My CompuServe
ID is 70630,603 and the
Internet address is 70603.630@
compuserve.com. The BT Gold
mailbox numberis 87:CQQ083. ¢

Geoff Brown, GJ4ICD,
reminds us that UK post-
agestampsareNOT validin
the Channellslands. Please
use an International Reply
Coupon (IRC) instead.
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MRS ESDE TYLER, GOAEC |
43 Nast Est, Mytholmroyd, Hebden
Bridge, W Yorks, HX7 5BH

OU READ about 13-
year-old Alex King,
2E0AJS, in the item
headed 'Key To Suc-
cess’ in August's
Novice News. Torecap, he hoped
to start a CW net with the aim of
encouraging new - and possibly
nervous - Novices to try out their
keying skills in contact with a
sympathetic key-user.
