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VHF / UHF Award News
MARCH FOLLOWED recent trends and only provided claims for
the 6m band. Getting his feet firmly on the bottom rung of the
�country� and �square� ladders was John Scott, M1BRE (ST), who
is rewarded with certificates for 10 countries (2-way) and 25
squares. John also sent sufficient cards to claim stickers at the 20
and 50 levels.

�Codge� Sampson, M5WNS (TQ), who last year claimed an
IARU Millennium Award sent in a successful entry level claim for
both squares and countries. A long-time supporter of the award
scheme, Ela Martyr, G6HKM (CM), successfully claimed certifi-
cates and stickers for 10 countries (2-way) and for 25 squares. Ela,
who still holds a high rank in the squares table, has decided to rise
to the challenge of a fresh start after a move which imposed quite
severe restrictions on her operating.

Finally John Adlington, M1DVT (ST),  has gained stickers at the
30 country (2-way) and 50 square level. Congratulations to all
recipients.

Summary of Award Recipients for March:

50MHz: 25 Squares: M1BRE, M5WNS, G6HKM. 50s: M1DVT,
M1BRE.

10 Countries (2-way): M1BRE, M5WNS, G6HKM. 20c: M1BRE.
30c: M1DVT.

More on RSGB VHF / UHF awards can be found at:
www.rsgb.org/awards

BackpackRecord
A NEW RECORD has been
claimed for two-way pedestrian
mobile operation. On 28 Febru-
ary RSGB member Demetre
Valaris, SV1UY, and Max
Pompe, ZL1BK, made a two-
way contact using portable low-
power transceivers with
handheld antennas. The record-
breaking contact was made on
14348kHz CW at 0625UTC and
again at 0645UTC on SSB while
Max was hiking in a park near
his home in Auckland and
Demetre was hiking on Mt
Ymittos. The distance between
the two operators was
17,549km, but the signals actu-
ally travelled via the long path,
an incredible 22,593km. Both
operators were using 5W out-
put and SV1UY used a 2m-long
centre-loaded whip while
ZL1BK used a hand-held 5m
centre-loaded dipole. Demetre
and Max repeated their achieve-
ment on 18157kHz on 11
March, using the same radios
and antennas and from the same
locations.

Lord is President
LORD RIX, CBE, DL - known to
many radio amateurs as Brian Rix,
G2DQU - has agreed to become
the Honorary President of the
Finningley ARS near Doncaster.
Lord Rix is well known for his
connections with the area and with
the RAF.

Jonathan �Gus� Constable, at the age of 13, is the �Grand Old Man� of
amateur radio, having gained the callsign 2E1GOM at age of 10. Gus
has now passed the RAE and 5WPM Morse test and has become
M5FUN, which he requested because �amateur radio is fun�. His
radio goes on as soon as he gets home from school and he monitors
it for rare DX and in particular IARU squares which he is collecting
for awards. Away from home Gus is an active member of the QRZ
Amateur Radio Group of Sussex, helping at all the events run by the
group. He has also given talks and demonstrations to local Scout and
Guide groups and (under supervision) ran two special event stations
at the South Chailey Secondary School in Sussex, which resulted in
others taking up the hobby. Gus is hoping to take his 12WPM Morse
code test and gain an M0 callsign soon.

�Grand Old Man� has �FUN�

THE SOCIETY understands
that the German government
has now approved the introduc-
tion of Power Line Communica-
tions (PLC) systems, provided
they comply with a German
regulation for wideband radio
emissions known as �NB30�.
These regulations have been
strongly opposed by radio users
in Germany, but the German
government has decided to �give
modern telecommunications
technologies a chance�.

The RSGB notes the approval
of this German regulation with
grave concern. The emission lev-
els in NB30 are much higher
than the levels proposed by UK
HF radio users as a �worst case�

National Museums Weekend
THE DATE FOR the National Museums Weekend, organised by
Harry Bloomfield, M1BYT, and Geoff Steedman, M0BGS, has now
been confirmed: 2 / 3 June. Amateurs are invited to �sell� the idea to
their local museum curator and put on a special event station that
weekend. Look at the web site at www.qsl.net/m1byt, which will have
a list of participating stations, and details (TBA) of an award available
for working a significant number of participating stations.

Where possible, packet and UI-View will provide a colourful and
dynamic illustration of some of the newer aspects of radio communi-
cations. Appropriately, the National Photographic Museum in Brad-
ford is expected to be on a live ATV link via a repeater in the region.
Harry Bloomfield says, �Here�s hoping we all find it highly �a-muse-
ing�, in time to make it a national event next year.� For further details
call him on tel: 0113 2866 897.

Power Line Communications:
a Worrying Development

for acceptable interference from
such systems. Even these levels
of emission can only be met by
using low power PLC systems
of limited functionality. The So-
ciety believes that this may be
one reason why one major player
has announced its withdrawal
from the PLC market. Other
manufacturers, however, are still
pursuing this technology. The
interference potential of PLC is
clearly spelled out in the EMC
column in April's RadCom.

We are actively working with
the other UK users of the HF
radio spectrum to produce ob-
jective and rational arguments
for proper regulation of PLC
systems. However, it is clear

that there is a European agenda
to provide cheap wideband data
systems and that the technical
arguments for preservation of
the HF spectrum appear to be
ignored.

The RSGB is committed to
fight for preservation of the
radio spectrum as a valuable
natural resource, and is making
its position known through all
available channels, both nation-
ally and internationally. We
continue to encourage other
national radio societies to fol-
low our example and work with
their fellow HF users to bring
some sense into this debate.

(Hilary Claytonsmith, G4JKS,
EMC Committee Chairman.)
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The Bad Bentheim
Golden Antenna

Award

Nominations Invited for Prestigious Humanitarian Award

EVERY YEAR the town of
Bad Bentheim in Germany
presents an award called

�The Golden Antenna� to a radio
amateur or an amateur radio
group that utilises technology in
connection with humanitarian
work.

Last year�s winner was Serdar
Demirci, who used amateur radio
to help people in the Izmit earth-
quake in Turkey in 1999. Nomi-
nations are now invited for this
year�s award. If you know of any
amateur radio enthusiast or group
of enthusiasts whose utilisation
of technology is connected to
humanitarian work, please write
before 1 June 2001 to: 'Golden
Antenna Award', The Town of
Bad Bentheim, PO Box 1452,
48445 Bad Bentheim, Federal
Republic of Germany or send an
e-mail to: veldhuis@stadt-
badbentheim.de

Air Ambulance
SES

IT�S THE 10th anniversary of the
West Midlands air ambulance
service, and 10 special event sta-
tions will be on the air on 12 / 13
May to raise funds for the County
Air Ambulance, a registered char-
ity. Listen for GB stations with
suffixes AA (�Air Ambulance�),
AAS (�Air Ambulance Service�),
CAA (�County Air Ambulance�)
and FFL (�Fight for Life�). There
is be an award for working or
hearing three of the stations. The
cost is �3.50 plus a 1st class stamp
and return address label. Appli-
cations should be sent to Geoff
Woodford, G0KNM (QTHR
2001).

The Missing
Link

AN ERROR crept into a diagram
in the �Noise Bridge� article start-
ing on page 17 of the April issue.
In Fig 6, there should be a wire
link between the top right and
bottom right tags of the on / off
switch, thus enabling a �straight-
through� connection of input to
output. Thank you to those read-
ers who spotted this.

Internet Linking Progress
IAN ABEL, G3ZHI, gave a talk to the Christchurch amateur radio club
- without flying the 12,000 miles to ZL. Ian gave his presentation
about the IRLP (Internet Repeater Linking Project) system to the
Christchurch club using iPhone, talking on his local 2m repeater.
After the talk he took questions from club members. Using this
system, any club using iPhone could have a guest speaker from
anywhere in the world, �live�. Ian only used audio, but it is possible
to also use video.

●   THE FIRST UK IRLP node is now up and running. Greg, G4CUI,
now has a node on the IRLP system and has been linking to GB3US,
the 70cm repeater at Sheffield University and GB3HH on 2m at
Buxton in Derbyshire. The link is on at 2000 -2200, subject to Greg�s
availability.

The winner of the Golden Antenna 2000, Serdar Demirci with his wife and
(right) Mayor Günter Alsmeier during the ceremony at Bad Bentheim castle.

The prize winner or winners
will be invited to the 33rd Ger-
man-Dutch Amateur Radio Days
and their travel and accommoda-
tion costs will be paid. The jury

evaluating the nominations in-
cludes the President of IARU
Region 1 and the President and
Chairman of the Dutch and Ger-
man amateur radio societies.

HMS Hood Anniversary
GB2HA WILL BE on the air on 26 May to commemorate the 60th
anniversary of the sinking of HMS Hood. All but three of the ship�s

complement of 1421
officers and men were
lost when Hood was
sunk. The HMS Hood
Association was formed
in 1975 by the former
ship�s company and the
membership is now
world-wide. Look for
GB2HA on 80, 40, 20
and 2m.

For the YL Who Has Everything?
A BUCKINGHAMSHIRE jeweller is marketing a range of unique rings
and bracelets that might be just the thing if you�re looking for a classy
present for a YL or XYL operator. You can have your own private message
spelt out in Morse code on  the jewellery, with
the 'dits' in round (brilliant cut) diamonds
and the 'dahs' in oblong (baguette
cut) diamonds. Further details can
be obtained from Hester Clarke
County Jewellers, Aylesbury, tel:
01296 482963.

LF Roundtable
FOLLOWING ON from the highly successful series of microwave
roundtables, an LF Roundtable, or forum, will now be held for
operators at the other end of the radio spectrum. This will take place
on Sunday 20 May at the HQ of the Flight Refuelling Amateur Radio
Society, near Wimborne, Dorset. The event will comprise a bring and
buy session and open meeting / discussion in the morning. For the
afternoon it is intended to arrange a series of mini lectures and
demonstrations of LF techniques. For details contact Andy Talbot,
G4JNT, tel: 01489 787424, e-mail: g4jnt@thersgb.net or G0API, tel:
01202 692649, e-mail: g0api@tesco.net
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The Radio Society of Great Britain produces some of the best
works on antennas and this is a collection of that work from
the last ten years. This book contains 288 pages of articles
drawn from the Radcom magazine and includes:

In fact everything you
need to know about an-
tennas and how to get
the best out of them.

50 HF antennas, 14
VHF/UHF/SHF anten-
nas, 3 receiv-    ing
antennas, 6 articles on
masts and supports, 9
articles on tuning and
measuring, 4 on an-
tenna construction, 5
on design and theory,
and 9 Peter Hart an-
tenna reviews.

The G-QRP Club are renowned as the leaders in Low Power and
this book contains 133 of the very best projects from the
Club’s magazine Sprat. This book is 320 pages of the original
material, brought together in a handy A5 book.

Choose from dozens of
simple transmitter and
receiver projects for the
HF bands and 6m, in-
cluding the tiny Oner
transmitter and the
White Rose Receiver.
Sample the many VFOs,
tuners, accessories and
antennas on offer. Learn
from the construction
techniques of experi-
enced constructors.

Ideal for the experi-
menter or someone who
likes the fun of building
and operating their own
radio equipment.

(non-members) £12.99 (non-members) £18.99

A4 publication

Every band from
73kHz to 2.3GHz

Beams, wire antennas,
verticals, loops, mo-
bile whips and the
G2AJV Toroid

A5 publication

Other Morse Camp Dates:
26/27 May Harrogate Ladies’ College, Yorks
9/10 June RSGB HQ, Potters Bar, Herts
27/28 October Harrogate Ladies’ College, Yorks

If you are interested, pl ease contact the AR Department at RSGB HQ for
an application form. Tel: 0870 904 7373. E-mail: ar .dept @rsgb.org.uk

A Morse Camp for Northern Ireland will take place at the University of Ulster, Jordanstown
Campus, Shore Road, Newtonabbey on SATURDAY 30th JUNE and SUNDAY 1st JULY 2001
from approximately 9.00am to 6.00pm each day.

The complete package includes: 5WPM self-assesment tape, pre-event practice and tips;
Group and individual tuition from expert instructors; Free tea and coffee.

The cost of the full weekend will be £15 for members  (£20 non-members) plus the standard
fee of £15 for the 5WPM test. There will be a maximum of 30 places on this weekend event,
which will be the only Morse Camp in Northern Ireland during 2001. Places filled on a first
come first served basis irrespective of whether or not you are an RSGB member.

DON’T MISS YOUR CHANCE

Other Morse Camp Dates:

NORTHERN IRELAND’S
FIRST 5WPM MORSE CAMP
NORTHERN IRELAND’S
FIRST 5WPM MORSE CAMP

page28.p65 23/03/01, 14:131
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MON-SAT 9-5pm
WED 9-1pm

01255 474292

essex.p65 09/04/01, 14:431



















G3XDV
Mr A N Other

www.rsgb.org/shop or Tel 0870 904 7373

NEW

This book contains a description of the bridging
of the Atlantic by wireless in 1901. It was an
extrao-rdinary achievement by Guglielmo Mar-
coni. He was only 27 at the time. Behind it was
his scientific confidence that wireless waves
would follow the curvature of the earth, against
the view of many distinguished scientists. In
July 1900, he was determined to send a wire-
less message across the Atlantic, and on the
12th December 1901 he achieved his ambi-

tion. His vision, his speed of operation, his ability to
inspire his Company to produce �50,000 (equal to several millions to-
day), can be compared with the modern achievement of putting a man on
the moon.

Electronics was born in 1904 with the thermionic diode.
From then on up to c.1960, thermionic valves were THE
technology; the high-tech devices of their day that drove
the state of the art and which made possible the revolu-
tionary new systems that reshaped our world: wireless,
television, communications, computers, radar, scien-
tific instruments and equipment of all kinds.
Marconi-Osram Valve was involved in the valve busi-
ness right from the beginning. Its history covers 100
years, three generations, two world wars and the great

developments in broadcasting in the post-war periods. The
history is intertwined with Marconi, EMI, RCA, Osram and the GEC itself
over virtually the whole period of electronics.
So, this is a history of valve-making with particular emphasis on wireless
valves developed by Marconi-Osram Valve whose genius did so much to
advance the state of the art in the new science of electronics.

marconi all.p65 23/03/01, 11:111
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National Science Week
In Focus

As part of the British Association’s National Science Week, the Radio Society of Great Britain co-ordinated a series of activit ies by
amateur radio clubs who had volunteered to bring amateur radio to as large a section of the public as possible.

National Science Week took place between 16 and 25 March inclusive, and what follows is a summary of the happenings during
that hectic time, based upon information provided by some of the  participating clubs. More information on club activities, inc luding
those for whom there was insufficient space here, can be found on the RSGB web site: www.rsgb.org/scienceweek/index.htm

DOVER RADIO CLUB and Dr Ken Smith,
G3JIX, put on a special event, free and open
to all called �Pigs� Bladders and Voices�.
G3JIX organised a play highlighting the ad-
vances in science and, in particular, radio at
the turn of the 19th Century. Ably assisted by
three young ladies, he demonstrated some
things we take for granted such as mobile
phones. With the lights down,  the audience
marvelled at the sparks generated by a
Tesla coil and the lighting of purple fluores-
cent tubes by it. 480 children and over 100
members of the public braved the winter
weather and attended the two-day event and
were held spellbound. The schoolchildren
were able to attend because a matinee
performance was specially arranged.

G3JIX dressed the part and suitably at-
tired his able assistants in turn-of-the-cen-

tury clothing. So good were the costumes
that most of the audience was unaware
that the two boys were, in fact, girls!

Jim Cairns, M1BKI, Chairman of the
Dover Radio Club, turned out the club in
force to support the activity and they put on
an excellent display of amateur radio equip-

One concentrating, one enquiring, one amazed and one absorbed: Brian, M0ARK, has his hands
full answering all the questions from children at the Chippendale Primary School, Otley.

Unravelling the mysteries of the telescopic mast: Norman, G0WNT, has it all under control. The
Otley children are experts on knots...

Throwing light on the subject: G3JIX lights a
fluorescent tube from a Tesla coil.

ment. Ian, G3ROO, worked with an an-
tique projector using glass slides to pro-
vide some vintage audio/visual support
for the activity on stage.

The event was heavily subsidised by

CoPUS (Committee for Public Under-
standing of Science). With it being so well
attended, and the positive face of amateur
radio shown to the public, it proved to be
an extremely worthwhile event.
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OTLEY AMATEUR RADIO SOCIETY  was
represented by six of its members on
20 March, when it visited the Thomas Chip-
pendale Primary School and spent the day
with 25 enthusiastic 10/11-year-olds.

Events included a �warm up� session dur-
ing which the children looked at how radio
affects their daily lives, a presentation which
covered the history of radio, demonstrations
of SSTV and PSK31, a QSL-card design
exercise and looking at RF with an oscillo-
scope. A special event station on HF and
VHF, callsign GB0TCS, was also run by the
club. See the photographs opposite.

A lecture describing the recent Wasini
Island, Kenya, DXpedition was given by
David, G3UNA, but the biggest surprise of
the day was the children�s eagerness to
have a go at CW - some potential experts
surfaced here. Their enthusiasm was amaz-
ing, so much so that the team, comprising
G3UNA, G0WNT, G7ULH, G7RDJ, M0ARK
and G0SNV, has been asked to repeat the
event later in the year. By that time, the
team may have recovered sufficiently!

SCARBOROUGH SPECIAL EVENTS
GROUP operated GB2SLS from the
grounds of Scarborough College. Local
press featured an article on the station a few
days before the start of Science Week and
the group also assisted the College CCF to
operate the Special Event station GB2SCY
for �Scarborough Youth College�.

The QSL card offered by the Scarborough Special
Events Group.

PORTLAND AMATEUR RADIO CLUB
visited Westhaven Junior School in Wey-
mouth, Dorset. A special event station,
GB1WJS, was set up within the school
grounds, and over the course of three
busy days was visited by every class (all
14 of them!). The pupils (whose ages
ranged between seven and 11 years) were
given an illustrated talk, making them
aware of the various ways in which radio
affects them in their everyday lives - not
only through broadcast stations, but tel-
evision, satellite television, mobile phones,
microwave ovens and so on. A brief his-
tory of radio communications was then
described. The varied activities within the
hobby were then introduced, the children
being particularly fascinated by a demon-

The VHF/UHF station installed at Westhaven
Junior School in Weymouth. The children sent
greetings messages, made satellite contacts,
and saw weather satellite pictures.

stration of the Morse code.

WARRINGTON AMATEUR RADIO CLUB
had visits from Birchwood High School,

Jim G3NFB (right) presenting a set of RSGB books to the master and pupils of Warrington Birchwood
High School.                                                                                                      Photo: G0WJX

the 2nd and 24th Warrington Scout
Groups and  the Warrington Air Cadets.
They demonstrated the use of  personal
computers in amateur radio and as-
tronomy to several invited youth groups.
The club operated  a special event station
with the callsign GB2NSW. Demonstra-
tions showed how computers are some-
times used to replace microphones and
Morse keys, by radio amateurs who can
transmit data and television pictures from
one computer to another. A computer-
ised radio telescope system and a method
of detecting meteors by reflected radio
waves were demonstrated.

The visit by the 2nd Warrington Scouts
was memorable because a new Scout
was invested via a VHF radio link set up
by the radio club.

A set of books on amateur radio do-
nated by the Radio Society of Great Brit-
ain were  presented by the Warrington
Amateur Radio Club to Birchwood High
School for their library.                      ♦

Not enough knobs for six hands: equipment provided by Waterside (New Forest East) ARS to Applemore
College gave these youngsters a chance to find out for themselves what amateur radio is all about. The
special event callsign GB0ACR was used in their Science Week activities.
                                                                                                                        Photo: Southern Daily Echo
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CUSTOM MANUFACTURED CRYSTALS AND OSCILLATORS

1.5 to 2.0 MHz   �9.50
2.0 to 4.0 MHz   �9.00
4.0 to 6.0 MHz   �8.75
6.0 to 22.0 MHz   �7.50
22 to 26.0 MHz   �9.00

3rd OVT 21.00 to 60.00 MHz �7.50
3rd OVT           60.00 to 75.00 MHz �8.75
5th OVT           60.00 to 110.0 MHz �8.50
5th OVT           110.00 to 126.0 MHz �10.00
7th OVT           125.00 to 175.0 MHz �13.50
9th OVT           170.00 to 225.0 MHz �13.75

1.5 - 2.0MHz available in HC6/U or HC33/U only.
2.0 - 10.0MHz available in HC6/U HC33/U HC18/U or HC/25U only.

10.0 - 225.0MHz HC6/U HC33/U HC18/U HC18/T HC18/TT HC25/U HC25/T HC25/TT and HC45/U.
Where holders are not specified, crystals above 2.00MHz will be supplied in HC25/U.

For HC18/T and HC25/T (11.7mm ht.) add �1.00. For HC18/TT (9.6mm ht.) and HC45/U add �5.00.
Delivery approx 2 weeks. For 5 day EXPRESS service add 50% to above prices

Prices include P&P and VAT. Minimum order charge £10.00 . All major credit cards accepted.

FUNDAMENTALS
FREQUENCY RANGE

PRICE OVERTONES
MODE

FREQUENCY RANGE PRICE

Unless otherwise requested fundamentals supplied for 30pF load & overtones for series resonant
operation. Where applicable please state the make and model number of the equipment for which
the crystals are to be used, this will assist us in providing the correct specifications.

Custom manufactured TTL and CMOS oscillators  3.5 - 85MHz �20.35 each 1 - 4 pcs
      QuartSlab Marketing Ltd
         PO Box 19, Erith, Kent DA8 1LH                          web www.quartslab.com
         Phone: 01322 330830 Fax: 01322 334904      SAE with enquiries please

e-mail sales@quartslab.com

(PROP JIM FISH G4MH)
Over 2500 different types stocked, Ham Radio, Military, Audio.
6146B �19.98, 6JS6C �30.55, 6LQ6 USA Types �29.38, 6JB6A  �29.38,

6KD6 �27.50, 12BY7A  �9.98, 6HF5 �23.50,
572B/T160L  �37.60, 3-500ZG �185.67, 811A �19.39.

6146W G.E (MilSpec) £17.63 ea .

Matched pairs available * VAT included
Plus �2.35 pp & ins * Most major credit cards, Many more available.

28 Banks Avenue, Golcar, Huddersfield, West Yorkshire HD7 4LZ.
Tel: 01484 654650     Fax: 01484 655699    (send SAE for list)

Email: wilsonvalves@surflink.co.uk
For Pre & Post war domestic valve sales ring

Roger Walker on 01484 650725 Mobile: 07733 283084
OPENING TIMES: Mon-Fri 9am to 6pm, Sat 9am to 12.30pm

SPECIAL OFFER

* Fully synthesized solid state
   receiver as used by
   government departments

* 150kHz - 30MHz

* Modes LSB, USB, AM, CW & FM

* Digital AGC scan facility

* 100 channel memory

Price: £550.00

TELFORD ELECTRONICS
Old Officers Mess, Hoo Farm, Humbers Lane,
Horton, Telford, Shropshire TF6 6DJ, UK
Phone: (0044) 01952 605451 - Fax: (0044) 01952 677978

E-mail: telfordelectronics@telford2.demon.co.uk
Web site: http://www.telford-electronics.com

WE NOW ACCEPT ALL
MAJOR CREDIT CARDS.

OVERSEAS ORDERS
WELCOME.

PLEASE SEND LARGE
SAE FOR DETAILS

page56.p65 09/04/01, 15:121

BLACK CYAN MAGENTA YELLOW

THE COMMUNICATION SPECIALISTS
Receivers – Scanners – Transceivers

Call & discuss which part of the radio spectrum you wish to
operate and we will advise you on the most cost

effective way achieving it.
● Full range of new & secondhand

equipment available.
● We stock all leading brands:- Airband Amateur
CB, Marine Shortwave Licence-Free Family Radio

● Business and security radios

ALINCO, AOR,
AKD, BEARCAT,
COMTEL,DRAKE,
FAIRHAVEN,

ICOM,
KENWOOD,
JRC, LOWE,
MFJ, OPTO,
WELLBROOK,
YUPITERU,
YAESU

NOW IN
STOCK
Worldspace

 Digital Radios
from £99

SHORT WAVE ADVICE LINE

01202 490099

Call for latest second-hand list or visit our
website http://www.shortwave.co.uk

4 MILES FROM BOURNEMOUTH INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT ON B3073

300 YARDS FROM CHRISTCHURCH RAILWAY STATION. FORECOURT PARKING FOR DISABLED

18 FAIRMILE ROAD, CHRISTCHURCH, DORSET BH23 2LJ
Phone/Faz 01202 490099 SHORTWAVE HOTLINE 07000 0Q0X0Q (273927)

VISA

.
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Europe’s No.1!
26th International Amateur Radio Exhibition

29.06.Ð01.07.2001
Friedrichshafen/Germany

..... Europe’s leading ham radio event

..... Presenting the best and the latest from the

world of radio, electronics and CB technology

in association with the 52nd DARC
Lake Constance Meeting

Messe Friedrichshafen (Exhibition Centre)
Friday to Sunday 9 a.m. – 6 p.m.
www.messe-friedrichshafen.de

R & D Instromet Ltd Percy Avenue
Kingsgate Broadstairs Kent CT10 3LB

Tel: +44 (0)1843 866662 Fax+44 (0)1843 866663
e-mail – www.instromet.co.uk

* PRINT graph displays at the click of a mouse.

* All functions selectable by mouse from real-time screen.

* Display graphs of all parameters at the click of a mouse.

* Tag and show values of interesting events on graphs.

* EXPORT data to your SPREADSHEET or DATABASE.

NEW!
WINDOWS 95/98

Software

for MeT-LoG Data-loggers

Year 2000 Compliant
* PARAMETER SELECTABLE – show only parameters required.
* Superb REAL-TIME display shows all parameters active

on the screen with Min and Max tell-tales and graphs.
* Zoom in logged data for close-up view of events.
* All scales dynamic i.e. expand to suit values measured.
* All functions selectable by mouse from real-time screen.
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The RSGB has subscription concessions to reward loyal service of many years - at the
end of May 2001, the following had been members of the Society for 50 years or more.

The RSGB The RSGB The RSGB The RSGB The RSGB Old Timers’ Honour Roll Honour Roll Honour Roll Honour Roll Honour Roll
75 YEARS
G5YN Sir E Nepean

74 YEARS
RS2627 Mr W S Eadie

73 YEARS
GM6FT Mr R T Frost

72 YEARS
G3AZ Mr J J Hunter
G2BY Mr H E Whatley

70 YEARS
HB9T Dr R Stuber
G2JL Mr R V Allbright
G5VQ E W Taylor
GI5SJ Mr S N Johnson

69 YEARS
G8SC Mr C Collins
G6QY Cdr W B Brown RN
G5VO Mr J H Hargreaves
G6NA Mr H C Spencer
G3CJ Mr E H Heaton-

Jones
G6XM Mr W James
G5IJ Mr IJP James
G5WW Mr P M Carment
MBE

68 YEARS
G0BXB Mr R E Wilkinson
G2QT Mr F H Cooper
G3RQJ Mr P Woollett
G5RL Mr B K Rowell
G5LG Mr A W Lister
G2NJ Mr W Carter

67 YEARS
G8DV Mr A P Morgan
G2PT Mr J Piggott
G2HW Mr H Whalley
G3AWA Dr A J Woiwod
G6LJ Mr S K Lewer
G5KW Major KES Ellis
G3MA Mr EA Perkins
G5KM Mr H H Eyre
G6HY Mr R Healey
G8PO Cdr J E Ironmonger
G3KSH W/Cdr A R Gilding
G2ASF Coventry ARS
G2FBU Mr JCM Greig

66 YEARS
G2KU Mr R M Herbert
G4LX L G Spencer
G6AG Mr C J McClelland
G6CS PTW Castle
G8PX Mr F A Jefferies
GM5NU Mr WBH Lord CB
G2DFP Mr J M Lowe
G5ZK Mr R N Lawson
G8FF Mr S Southgate
G8JM Mr W G Hall
G6RJ Mr A Robinson CBE
G2DYM Mr R Benham-

Holman
G8GP Mr E V Neal
G3ADZ Maj DWJ Haylock
G8DR Mr D R Aston
G2AVV Mr G E Evans
G8CXL Mr N K Read
G6DP Mr D E Palin
VE3XE Mr E C Ilott

65 YEARS
G2CIL Mr G A Hook
G6LX Mr R L Glaisher
G8KW Mr R G Shears BEM
G7EEU Mr H W Skinner
G3WP Mr J H Brazzill
G8QM Mr V J Flowers
G8QZ Mr H O Sills
G2HV Mr J Dickson
G6JJ Mr W N Craig
EA6ZY S Ingram
G3LX Mr H P Arnfield
G8VF Mr A A Moss
G5BM Mr F H Watts
G5QK Southend & DRC
G3LD Mr F W Foster
ZL1AH Mr J D Wightman

64 YEARS
G8VL Mr J I Sinclair
GM3GG Mr G Mortimer
G8FC RAFARS
G4BU Mr R H Draper

G3HN Col JWW Cock
G2ARU Mr R A Loveland
GW3SB Mr T C Bryant
G8GD Mr H E Ward
RS2692 Mr E M Frost
G2BNI Mr D B Drage
G3VA Mr J P Hawker
G8JR Mr N P Haskins
G8RW Mr R W Standley
G2QA Mr T Simkins MBE
G8GEA Mr K T Warriner
G2BMI Mr J Bramhill
G2HJP Mr I A Hennell
G4CM Mr C G Middle
G5DQ Mr P J Broom
GI3VQ Mr J K Thompson
GM3UU Mr A S McNicol

63 YEARS
G2BTO Mr G Openshaw
G3CCH Mr J H Stace
G6GN Mr H J Gratton
G8SH Dr P N Nield
G2CVV Mr F C Ward
G3DFA Mr D B Gaggs
G3FD Mr H T Brock
G3OEP Mr D J Buddery
G2CDT Mr F H Martin
G2DSP Mr R Allen
G3BR Mr S T Hall
G3ZTF Mr G T Sparkes
G4AL Mr G R Cox
G3CU Mr H F Knott
LA6A Col L R Heyerdahl

MBE
G8UN Mr P Harrad
GM2AOL Mr W S Hall
G2DTQ Mr A Goode
G4FB Mr F Barnard
G8FW Mr K E Walters
G3BOB Mr G M Ward
G3ENI Cdr AJR Pegler
5B4AGP Dr T A Appleby
GW3QN Mr J S Owen
G3CQ Mr A J Hallett
RS3271 Mr D Armstrong
GW2DH Mr W D Andrews
G2HKS Mr RPB Udall

62 YEARS
G2CXT Mr A R Richardson
G3NL Mr G W Parkes
G4DR Mr D P Urquhart
G3FP Mr B R Arnold
G2CPM Mr W B Mansell
G3QX Mr T R Barlow
GM3AW Mr W S Murray
GM3UM Mr G P Millar
G8CK Mr W E

Bartholomew
GM3CFK Mr P Harrison
G3QD Mr J G Treece
G3AQM Mr F J Gregory BEM
G3DEQ Mr H N Woodnutt
G3YY Mr C T Fairchild
GM3AKM Mr L R Richardson
GW3CF Mr FGH Jones
G2HHV Mr J Spivey
G3ANI Mr J R Senior
RS3580 Mr I M Gaye
G2ART Mr FHP Cawson
G3APN Mr D Rabbage
G4GD Mr NGV Anslow
GW3ZV Mr J Banner
G6QI Mr R Walker

61 YEARS
G2BGU Mr K Gasson
GW2HC Mr R C Taylor
RS37399 Mr D H Tomlin
G2FSI Mr LW Smith
G4DC Mr P W Winsford
G3AOS Mr J G Barnes
G3AIK Mr K N Watkins
G3BWV Mr F E Springate
GW2FLZ Mr B H Green
G2CVO Mr F H Osborn
G3SZ Mr A Chilvers
GM3AVA Mr W W Peat
G3DKR Mr K E Roberts

G2BLA Mr M A Pyle
G3AJP Mr J D Baker
GD0GBA Mr J G Carroll

60 YEARS
GW3AR Mr J Sagar
G3DVV Mr J O Brown
G2AMG H W Mitchell
GW2HIY Mr E M Davies
G2BDV Mr I D Brotherton
GU4GG Mr CDS Wintle
GW2HF Mr A Ellis
EI4L Mr J E Scanlon
G2BPW Mr IWK Smith
G2FQR Mr N W Austin
G4IOF Mr M East FSVA
G2FXQ Mr S W Saddington

59 YEARS
G2HIX Mr GGP Holden
G3CLL Mr J Willy
G3VW Mr R H Newland
G2HAX Mr S P Shackleford
G3AEZ Mr J Greenwell
G3DAM Mr H Barnett
GJ3EML Mr JHE Watson
GM2FVV Mr W Girvan
G2FUU Mr T Knight
G2HDU Mr C W Cragg
RS4430 Mr W Telfer
AB4SW Mr I T Haynes
G2DKI Mr P N Ridout
G8XXV Mr G L Clarke
VK2FFF Mr S J Hutchison
G3FVD Mr R K Mildren
GM3CIX Mr L J McDougall
G2FWZ Mr S I Biggs
G2FXZ Mr J B Hodgetts
G3AKX Mr R G Lascelles
G3ASE Mr H S King
G3LCZ Mr T W Hickinbottom
G2HKU Mr E H Trowell
G3BWX Maj A L Fayerman
G3DRN Mr E G Allen
G3GYE Mr P T Pitts
G3HYJ Mr O F Simkin
G8LOK Mr L E Currington
G2DBA PMS Hedgeland
G3BAP Mr R Cordingley
G3GJX Mr EB Grist
G3AQX Mr S Roberts

58 YEARS
G2FRI Mr T J Swain
G4LW Mr L Huntley
G6NB Mr D N Biltcliffe
RS5272 Mr C L Chappell
G3ALK Mr E J Holmes
GM0IJA Mr B C Skinner
G2ATM Mr S Read
G3GBN Mr S H Feldman
G2AOY Mr J R Muddell
G4QK Mr J B Roscoe
GM3BCL Mr A G Anderson
GM3DO Mr A M Murray
G3AIN Mr D Withers
G3BPM Mr PJH Matthews
G3CXP Mr R A Gill
RS6181 Mr R P Hope
G3AKU Mr R A Harding
G3IGM Mr R G Hindes
G3CAQ Mr W Moorwood
RS6464 Mr E Valentine

57 YEARS
G3DKO Mr J W Stevenson
G3ENB Mr W E Gates
G3CBW Mr H Walker
G3GHS Mr J G Holland
G3LIA Mr R J Rogers
VK5ZO Mr D Clift
G3AAZ Mr G G Gibbs
G3HKJ Mr CF Page
G3BEG Mr P C Bond
G3ANG Mr J W Emmott
G3NOF Mr D McLean
G3AAJ Mr RJC Broadbent
G3CJD Mr LFL Allen
G3CWW Mr AWW Timme
G3IRM Mr P Lumb
G2FUD Mr A W Owen

G3EKL Maj R A Webb
G3FDG Mr R G Morris
GI5TK Mr A R Irwin
G2DW Dr B F Wickham
G3BVU C J Beanland
G3HKT Mr A R Partner
G4KID Mr B C Partridge
G2DQX Mr R J Woodroffe
G3ADQ Mr A W Walmsley

56 YEARS
G2DGB Mr A G Short
G2AAN Mr J H Clarke
G2CAZ Mr M S Ellis
G2FQP Mr L J Avory
RS8618 Mr A R Cameron
G3ATH Mr H Pain
G3YLR Mr F R Blake
RS558 Mr R D Thomas
RS8896 Mr J Crabtree
G0RVQ Mr AJW Harrison
GW3HG Mr B Clark
G3FZR Mr M W Capewell
G3EPK Mr RLS Harrison
ZL1AOA Mr J R Whitney
G3FPN Mr J R Davey
G2ADR Mr E Parvin
GW3CZ Mr P J Williams
RS9475 Mr J Smith
G0TTK Mr M A Chatfield
G3DNJ Mr G F Weller
G3TXT Mr R T Laing
RS10128 Mr A C Lees

55 YEARS
G3BPG Mr J H Richards
G3CRJ Mr B J Shaw
G3EBH Mr G C Newby
G3JON Mr J Bell
G5GC Mr GAH Eckles
G2FQS Mr R L Barrett
G3IJS Mr J F Stratfull
G2FSS Mr J A Caley
G3BVB Mr DRJ Adair
G3FOO Mr A Seed
RS10548 Mr J B Gurney
RS10817 Mr R J Baker
W2CIH Mr N A Champness
G3AMF Mr K G Thompson
G3BJC Mr R E Sparry
G3BYW Mr W M Dunell
G4IOT Mr A T Hunt-Duke
G4YK Mr B M Morrisey
G6RO Mr R C Kaye
G8GF Mr W A Higgins
GM2BMJ Mr T D Jardine
GM2FHH Mr L Hardie
RS20428 Mr ARA Bunnage
RS9710 Mr F W Adderley
G2AOZ Mr GWF Ashford
G3CSC Mr S J Roddan
G3DWQ Mr G Lancefield
G4AQ Mr E G Filby
G8PG Mr A D Taylor
G2HCG Mr B Sykes
G3BNE Mr G W Alderman
G3INN Mr N S Lilley
GW3JG Mr JET Lawrence
G0AEW Mr D T Arlette
G2BRR Mr R G Rugg
G3AUB Mr N R Paul
G3BZB Mr R T Cunliffe
G3EFS Mr W H Borland
GW2FY Mr M Arthur
VK5CE Mr C Taylor
G0BFI Mr V E Heard
G3CLK Mr K J Vickery
G3CXI Mr P J Cooper
G3ENG Mr J D Mathews
G3FJN Mr J A Barson
G8BFS Mr J F Dudeney
G2FKZ Mr C E Newton
G2FTK Mr F A Noakes
G3CRH Mr HHA Sanders
G3EEQ Mr K C Gill
G3ESY Mr PWF Jones
G3FEX Mr B C Oddy
G3PFJ Mr J D Harris
G0TTG Mr M Warriner

G2CQX Mr P V Pugh
G3DIT S Hampshire ITS
G3FNJ Mr N F Joly
G3FRN Mr G N Myatt
G2FCA Mr A E Burnard
G2FSA Mr R L Harvey
G3AIU Mr KAH Rogers
G3BHF Mr E C Hasted
G3DXB Mr R Gladwell
G3ESA Mr J H Oakes
G5SD Mr D E Campbell
RS12233 Mr H W Sennett
G2DXK Mr L Knight
G3BJB Mr E Dandy
G3BKN Mr E W Batten
G3FKJ Mr W F Jeffery
G3IDG Mr F A Herridge
RS12415 Mr H J Wood

54 YEARS
G2CHI Mr W G Bailey
G2CKQ Mr R S Trevelyan
G3BHW Mr E J Hancock
G3CHD Mr S R Barker
G3COJ Mr AHB Bower
G3CRR Mr A E Glozier
G3CTQ Mr H Westwell
G3DII Mr J Bell
G3EOO Mr J Hamlett
G3EUS Mr J G Fitzgerald
GM3DSD Mr A Trayler
GM3JOA Mr H E Stanway
RS12840 Mr J L Butcher
RS644 Mr H J Darling
5Z4DV Mr T H Hutchinson
G3AGF Mr R L Edginton
G3EAT Mr W H Burden
G3EUE Mr E F Jones
G3EUK Mr R W Curtis
G8ACR Mr RW Yates
GM3ACL Mr D Robb
G3ABA Mr L J Kennard
G3AIO Mr S Fenwick
G3BGA Dr D Finlay-Maxwell
G3BOC Mr H M Synge
G3CGQ Mr F W Tyler
G3CTR Mr R L Whorwell
G3CVI Mr B H Thwaites
G3EDW Mr PR Golledge
G3FEV Mr J R Platt
G3HCO Mr G A Errock
G4HSA Mr V C Whitchurch
G5DS Mr J L Danks
G2ACZ Mr G Whitehead
G2DQW Mr A Williams
G2FUM Mr H Hunt
G2HFW Mr E G Anthoney
G3AJX Mr G Stanton
G3ASH Mr R A Jackson
G3BXS Mr A G Stacey
G3EPO Mr K I Procter
G3JMG Mr J M Gale
G3YCN Mr W E Kent
G4FM Mr R H Kelsall
G6XN Mr L Moxon
GD3AHV Mr G W Ripley
RS13129 Mr E Chester
G2ALN Mr E W Taylor
G2CXR Mr E M Challons
G3AXI Mr R J Boal
G3JSB Mr S B Jeffrey
G4KEE Mr V A Tomkins
G8MVD Mr K Wilks
GM3DPL Mr E G Morgan
GW3EP Mr PJ Curtis
G2AHC Mr R W Bishop
GW3AT Mr D Nasey
G3BNF A G Embleton
G3BTM Mr N Shires
G3HJS Mr R V Woodford
G3ODH Mr S B Smythe
GD8COH Mr S T Dimmock
GW3JBH Mr J S Hammond
G2AFV Mr P Carbutt
G2DZF Mr J H English
G2MJ Mr R T Hunt CEng

MIEE
G3AQF Mr H F Weston
G3BHK Mr L R Mitchell
G3EBP Mr PER Courcoux
G3FNM Mr W R Parkinson
G3GAW Mr D J Redshaw
RS14170 Mr D H Clements
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THE PETER Bobeck
Award (in memory of
DJ8WL) for the first G/VE

QSO has been presented to five
amateurs! How did the first trans-
Atlantic QSO involve five sta-
tions? Well it happened like this:

One of the prime movers in
trans-Atlantic tests - Larry, VA3LK
(Westport, Ontario), had com-
menced a test with Laurie,
G3AQC, on 5 February. The aim
was to use very slow CW with 90
second dots, exchanging part of
the QSO during each night’s
opening. No other mode of com-
munication was open between
them. The band wasn’t open on
many of the nights and Larry had
some antenna problems due to
bad weather, but the QSO was
finally completed in the early
hours of 19 Febwhen Laurie re-
ceived his report back from Larry.
A fantastic achievement as it is
certainly not the easiest of paths.

In the middle of all this Peter,
G3LDO, was conducting tests
with Jack, VE1ZZ (Halifax, Nova
Scotia). Jack puts out a good
signal which has often been re-
ceived in G, but he has no com-
puter equipment. This difficulty
was overcome on 13 February
by using John, VE1ZJ, as an in-
termediary. He received Peter’s
transmission on 136kHz and
passed the report across to Jack
on 80m. Jack was able to use 3
second dots (hand sent!) whilst
Peter used 10 second dots.

So it was hard to say who
made the first trans-Atlantic QSO
and whether either of the uncon-
ventional approaches qualified as
a valid QSO.

This spectrum grab was taken by VE1ZJ and shows the ‘K’ from Jack,
VE1ZZ, followed by G3LDO’s ‘R’.

There is no doubt however that
signals passed both ways across
the Atlantic in pursuance of a
QSO and, in the end, the joint
committees of DARC, AMRAD
and RSGB decided to give
plaques to all concerned. They
also decided to clarify the condi-
tions of the award for the first W
to Europe QSO should the FCC
licence the band for amateur use.

What happens now? Well,
Larry is attempting to get a signal
down to ZL or VK, a much bigger
challenge than the Atlantic cross-
ing. This will probably need some-
thing a bit more high-tech than
very slow CW and various forms
of BPSK are being tried. Most of
the bigger signals from G have
been heard in VE, many in W too,
so it’s entirely possible that next
winter will see trans-Atlantic
QSOs into mainland Europe. So
far, SM6PXJ has been copied in
VE and CT1DRP has been cop-
ied in both VE and W.

RECORDS
IT SEEMS THAT I was mistaken
last time with the 73kHz CW
record so let’s put things straight
in the table below. If I have missed
any out, please let me know!

SUMMER JOBS
NOW THAT the evenings are
light and the weather is warmer
it’s time to pay some attention to
the aerial system which may
have been neglected over the
winter. Insulators are an often
forgotten item, make sure yours
are in good condition. If you run
low power, poor insulators will
just make you weaker, if you run
QRO they will catch fire! The
other thing that may need atten-
tion as spring continues is foli-
age. If there are any leafy plants
near the aerial, consider a bit of
judicious pruning. It’s amazing
how much a leafy branch can
lower the Q of an aerial system
if it is close to it.

The efficiency of the system
also depends on how good your
ATU is. We all go to great lengths

to wind big coils out of good wire
but tend to forget that the Q can
be destroyed by putting the coil in
the wrong place. I have mine in a
special hut in the garden, next to
the hedge. Foliage again! I have
recently increased aerial current
by over 10% now that I have
screened the coil by lining the hut
with aluminium. The same would
be true of a coil indoors next to a
wall or other lossy structure.

The best place for a loading

136kHz
Slow CW two-way: VA3LK / G3AQC 5,460km
Best one-way: M0BMU / W4DEX 6,380km
CW: OH3LYG / I5MXX 2,149km

73kHz
Slow CW cross-band: G3LDO / OH9UFO 1,876km

(OH9UFO was on 136kHz CW)
All mode 2-way CW: G3LDO / MI0AYZ/P 570km

coil is, of course, well out in the
clear and as high up the vertical
part of the aerial as possible. The
law of diminishing returns ap-
plies here though - the higher up
the aerial the coil goes, the higher
its inductance must be and con-
sequently its loss. Tests con-
ducted by ON7YD and G3XDV
prove that there is a measurable
advantage in placing the coil just
below the top loading and, as
they say “every little helps”!      ♦
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AMSAT 39
Castle Electronics 44
CDXC 21
Chevet Supplies 40
Cliveden Recruitment 45
Coastal Communications 32
Colomor 48
Essex Amateur Radio 32
G3TUX 48
G4ZPY 37
GWM Radio 48
Ham Radio 56
Hately 48
Haydon Communications 57,58,59,65
J Birkett 48
Jaycee Electronics Ltd 45
Lake Electronics 45
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Moonraker 18
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Telford Electronics 56
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The Shortwave Shop 56
Walford Electronics 37
Waters & Stanton                IFC,3,4,5,25,52,60
Westlake 37
Wilson Valves 56
Win Radio IBC
Yaesu OBC

Next Advertisement Copy Date:
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FIELD HEAD
LECONFIELD RD
LECONFIELD
BEVERLEY, HU17 7LU

Phone/FAX: 01964 550921
E-mail: sales@linamp.co.uk
Website: www.linamp.co.uk

CHALLENGER II
Over 1500W on 10-160m.
Internal Papst blower.
Two versions available.
Single 3CX1500A7 £1995
Pair of 3CX800A7 £2095

RANGER 811H
4 x 811A valves in parallel to
give 800W on all bands 10-
160m. Built as ruggedly as
the bigger amplifiers

2m DISCOVERY
Single 3CX800A7 ceramic triode
1000W  O/P on 144-146 MHz with
only 25W drive. 3 minute start-up
timer. Grid protection and trip

£1395
ALSO 6m DISCOVERY £1395

EXPLORER 1200
2 x 3-500ZG Amperex valves.
up to 1200W O/P on all bands.
Front panel ALC, soft start.
Very quiet Papst fan.

HUNTER 1000
All features are the same as the Explorer except it uses
a single 3-500ZG to give 900W O/P.

PIONEER 572H
Very similar to the Explorer but using  4 x 572B valves,
vertically mounted to produce 1300W.

£1595

£895

£1295

£1195

HF AMPLIFIERS

HUNTER SIX
Single Amperex 3-500ZG will
give 800W on 50-54MHz. Drive
required is 80-90W. No warm-up
time required.

VHF AMPLIFIERS

£895

REPAIRS
We carry out repairs on most makes of valve

amplifier. Phone us first and discuss your dilemma!
VALVES AND COMPONENTS

Try us first for all your requirements, whether it is
replacement valves for your amplifier or compo-

nents for your home-brew project.
SECONDHAND

We usually have a selection of used amplifiers in
stock. All are checked out in our workshops and are

guaranteed.
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