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Newcomers’ News
News and Comment from and for Amateur Radio's Newcomers. Compiled by Steve Hartley, G0FUW  *

TONS OF NEWS this
month, so if you don�t
see your input it is prob-

ably in the queue!

YOUNGEST NOVICE
INSTRUCTOR
THE MID-GLAMORGAN Ama-
teur Radio Group is still in the
forefront of radio education and
another successful year has seen
the club go from strength to
strength. Not only do they have
a significant number of new li-
censees and Morse code exam
passes, but it also has three new
Novice instructors ready for its
next courses.

One of the new instructors,
Christopher Young, MW0KRS,
is just 13 years old but he met the
criteria to become a Novice in-
structor with the anniversary of
his licence in March this year.
Chris is probably the youngest
Novice instructor in the UK, and
anywhere else for that matter.

Contrary to those who would
have us believe the hobby is
dying on its feet, there is clearly
still a wealth of enthusiasm in
amateur radio waiting to take the
hobby into the next decade and
beyond. Chris is poised to take
his knowledge into the school
classroom, and put another sub-
ject into his school�s extra-cur-
ricular activities, which could
perhaps be a catalyst for the
STELAR programme in the
Swansea area. Great news!

The Mid-Glamorgan group
chairman, tutor and founder mem-
ber Tom Beedle, GW0TOM, ob-
serves that the cycle of education
turns a full circle when the stu-
dents themselves become instruc-
tors, applying the knowledge they
have gained to promote the hobby
and educate others. He says this
is the ethos of the Mid-Glamor-
gan Group.

The group has made its mark
within the realm of amateur radio
education, with its tremendous
pass rate at examinations Its ac-
colades come from amateurs of
long standing who bring their
children and grandchildren to the
club for tuition, purely on the
group�s reputation. There have
already been calls expressing in-
terest in joining the next set of
classes scheduled to commence
in September.

The Mid-Glamorgan Amateur
Radio Group (callsign GW0VJS)
meets every Thursday evening,
regardless of term time, and there
is a healthy social section which
lends its support to almost all
activities and events that are
staged. These include the annual
Club Calls Contest, an annual
lighthouse station at Nash Point,
an Alzheimer�s awareness day,
field day and special event sta-
tions.

I think the group is right to be
proud of its achievements and we
wish Christopher well in his new
role. Keep in touch!

TIPS FOR THE
MK484
RAY NICHOLSON, G4SQG,
saw my remarks about the MK484
replacement for the good old
ZN414 radio chip and wrote with
some handy tips for would-be
builders. Ray helps to run a Scout
radio station at Bramhope near
Leeds and they used to use a
simple ZN414 radio kit to intro-
duce youngsters to amateur ra-
dio.

The MK484 has been found to
be a good replacement but rather
more sensitive to circuit layout.
Ray built his first attempt on strip
board and it refused to work. He
then spotted an article in Practi-
cal Wireless with a layout that
avoids problems.

In all, 10 units have now been
built and all have worked first
time. The receiver is completed
using external components with
pre-soldered leads and final in-
terconnections via connector
blocks. This avoids any prob-
lems with young fingers and sol-
dering irons!

The Scout group has produced
two excellent information sheets
and I am sure Ray would be only
too happy to share them with
readers, subject to a small dona-
tion to the group and an SASE to
Bramhope Scout Radio,
Bramhope Scout Camp, Occu-
pation Lane, Bramhope, Leeds
LS16 9NR.

QSLL HISTORY
THE REPONSES to my ques-
tion about the meaning of the
Morse code abbreviation QSLL
continue to come in from yet
more countries. Hubert Mulkens,
ON4FP, sent me a copy of the
Belgian Le Code �Q� from 1967.
The list shows QSLL to mean
�Envoyez carte QSL a reception
de la mienne� or as Hubert trans-
lates, �Send your card after you
receive mine�. Going even fur-
ther back, Hubert sent me a copy
of a QSL card from EAR 16 dated

18 January 1932 annotated with
�Pse QSLL�. Many thanks for the
input Hubert, fascinating.

Joe Hill, EA7FIC / G3JIP, sent
in a library reference that also
backs up Hubert�s note. The 1968
edition of The Amateur Radio DX
Handbook, by Don Miller,
W9WNV, produced by the
Cowan Publishing Corporation
mentions the signal QSLL. On
page 69, table 6.4, it is defined as
�send card after receiving mine�.
Joe goes on to say that �Of course
this is not a �real� Q-code signal
as, by international agreement,
they are limited to three charac-
ters, including the initial letter
Q�.

So the next question is �when
did QSLL switch from �send me
yours when you get mine� to �I
will send you mine when I get
yours�?� Any thoughts?

A CHANCE TO WIN
PETER WATERS, G3OJV, of
Walters & Stanton plc has kindly
offered to give away four brand-
new Datong transistor testers he
found in their stock room. The
testers will go to the first Novice
licensees to send in details of
their first QSO (radio contact).
Nothing difficult, just send your
name, address and callsign to-
gether with a copy of your first
logbook entry (and any anec-
dotes) and you could be the lucky
winner! Postal entries only to
G0FUW - address at the foot of
the page.                                   ♦

Christopher Young, MW0KRS (see 'Youngest Novice Instructor').

* 5 Sydenham Buildings, Lower Bristol Road,
Bath BA23BS; e-mail:
n e w c o m e r s . r a d c o m @ r s g b . o r g . u k

The prize awaits.
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*21 Dickensons Grove, Congresbury, Bristol
BS49 5HQ.

One-Man DXpeditioning

WITH THE increasing
availability of truly
portable radios, to-

gether with the explosion of in-
terest in the Islands on the Air
(IOTA) programme, it has never
been easier to mount a
DXpedition. Most of us take holi-
days abroad these days, whether
it be across the channel to France,
to southern Europe or further
afield. Careful negotiations with
your spouse can lead to the inclu-
sion of a radio in the baggage and
a mini DXpedition integrated with
the family holiday. My first is-
land expedition was to the Greek
island of Mykonos (IOTA
EU-067) in 1995; a place where
my wife, Jan, and I had been
taking family holidays since
around 1980. When I first men-
tioned the idea, Jan�s reaction
was �you must be mad.� After
some discussion, she was per-
suaded to give it a try on the
understanding that radio activi-
ties didn�t interfere with holiday
activities. It worked! Radio oper-
ating times fell almost naturally
into a session in the mornings
when Jan was sleeping late and a
session in the early evenings
whilst she was getting ready to go
out. We still take an annual holi-
day in Mykonos and I have made
about 7500 CW QSOs from there
since 1995.

LICENSING
SO, HAVING overcome the big-
gest hurdle to holiday
expeditioning, what are the other
considerations to take into ac-
count? Probably the most impor-
tant is the matter of the licence. If
you look on the bottom of your
Amateur Radio Validation Docu-
ment and to note (y) of BR68
booklet, you will see a list of
some 37 countries that have im-
plemented CEPT Recommenda-

tion T/R 61-01. This does not
include the variations of the UK
(GM; GW; GD; GJ etc) or the
USA (KP2 US Virgin Islands;
KP4 Puerto Rico; KL7 Alaska;
KH6 Hawaii; etc) where no for-
malities are required other than
to turn up and operate. Also in-
cluded are Caribbean locations
such as the Netherlands Antilles:
Curacao, PJ2; Bonaire, PJ4;
St Eustatius, PJ5; Saba, PJ6 or
Sint Maarten, PJ7.

Interestingly, there are three
different types of French over-
seas possessions and operations
from them are slightly more com-
plicated. The CEPT licence
applies fully to the Overseas
Departments: FM, Martinique;
FG, Guadeloupe, which includes
FJ, St Barth�lemy and FS,
St Martin; FR, Reunion and FY,
French Guiana. FP, St Pierre et
Miquelon and FH, Mayotte are
both Territorial Collectivities,

which are administra-
tively similar to Overseas
Departments and the
CEPT licence applies.
Lastly are the Overseas
Territories: FK, New
Caledonia; FO, French
Polynesia and FW, Wallis
and Futuna, where local
permissions are also re-
quired. TK, Corsica is a
part of metropolitan
France and no other for-
malities are required.

Care must be taken
with the other more ex-
otic French territories,
such as the islands in the
Indian Ocean adminis-
tered by Reunion, eg
FR/G, Glorieuses Island;
FR/T, Tromelin and
FR/J, Juan de Nova,
where additional local
permissions are also re-
quired. However, these
destinations are rather
unlikely for holiday-type

operations.
For details of a wider choice of

destinations, the OH2MCN web
site [1] gives in-depth informa-
tion on the licensing formalities
for almost every DXCC entity in
the world and is an excellent start-
ing point in planning your expe-
dition.

If you are at all serious about
your proposed operation, and
want it to �count� for DXCC
and / or IOTA, it is very impor-
tant that you abide by the rules
set down by the relevant organi-
sations. After all, it is a major
waste of effort for an operation
not to be �allowed� for the lack of
some minor piece of documenta-
tion. These rules generally mean
providing copies of your licence,
landing and / or operating per-
mission, as well as evidence that
you were actually where you
claimed to be when you claimed
to be there (copies of airline tick-

ets, hotel bills etc). If you are in
any doubt of what is required, do
contact the appropriate organisa-
tion in advance of your trip.

BAGGAGE
REQUIREMENTS
THE EQUIPMENT that you take
with you is limited only by the
means of transport to get you
there. If you are taking a car
abroad on a ferry, you need only
be limited by how much equip-
ment (and how many people) the
car will carry. For trips by air, a
little more refinement is required.
Most airlines limit hold baggage
for economy class to a maximum
of 20kg per person but allow one
piece of hand baggage of around
55 x 40 x 20cm, plus a camera
bag or similar to be taken into the
cabin. This size is the optimum
for fitting into the overhead lock-
ers in most aircraft. There is a
theoretical maximum weight of
around 6kg for such hand bag-
gage, which varies from airline
to airline, but I have never been
asked to have mine weighed. On
my first expedition to Mykonos,
I travelled by air with my ancient
Yaesu FT-101ZD (20kg) as hand
baggage without a problem (ex-
cept for a dislocated shoulder).

Nowadays, I have a 100-watt
station comprising an Icom IC-
706, switched mode power sup-
ply, laptop computer, wire an-
tennas, coax, ATU and sundry
items packed into a 50 x 36 x
20cm suitcase with wheels and a
handle. I also have a Cushcraft
R-7000 trap vertical, which fits
nicely into a 1.8m-long ski bag
and can be assembled in less than
an hour.

So, what can go wrong? Well,
airlines have a nasty habit of los-
ing hold baggage, so it�s best to
carry as much as you can in your
hand baggage. Ferry companies
have a habit of changing sched-
ules at the last minute; scheduled

Phil Whitchurch, G3SWH*, gives us the benefit of his years of experience

operating from a number of locations on four continents

The author with R-7000 vertical in ski bag and
hand luggage containing the rest of the
station.
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The main contents of the hand luggage.

sailings are delayed or cancelled,
which can mean onward connec-
tions are missed. Advance infor-
mation on what is and is not per-
mitted to be imported into many
countries is very difficult to ob-
tain, as most regulations seem to
be aimed at commercial imports.
Most countries view amateur ra-
dio equipment in the same way as
they view cameras and other per-
sonal effects, but it is advisable to
have some evidence to confirm
its age and value. A copy of your
licence is also advisable. How-
ever, there are exceptions, and
customs officers wield a lot of
power. The possibility exists for
heavy duties to be demanded or
innocuous-looking equipment to
be impounded for no apparent
reason other than that the offi-
cials are not familiar with it. Ar-
guing with them and / or extricat-
ing such equipment can be diffi-
cult if not impossible.

Travel insurance is essential,
but do read the small print, as
many policies do not cover loss
or damage to electronic equip-
ment not carried as hand bag-
gage. They will almost certainly
not cover any loss caused by cus-
toms or other officials legally tak-
ing your belongings. It may be
that your domestic insurance
policy covers such goods outside
the home, but these are usually
restrictive on value and location,
so again check the wording care-
fully. Amateur Radio Insurance
Services (e-mail: aris@
stuartalexander.co.uk) offer an
excellent policy to RSGB mem-
bers that will adequately cover
your equipment world-wide.

Wherever you are planning to
operate, it is important to estab-
lish the attitude of your host to-
wards amateur radio well in ad-
vance of your arrival. Most hotels
are quite relaxed about such things
as erecting �unobtrusive� anten-

nas and will
occasionally
make one of
their garden-
ing staff
available to
assist. It�s
well worth a
few dollars
to have a
man shin up a 20m-high palm
tree and attach a halyard to the
top! I was once asked to give a
talk to the hotel staff describing
what amateur radio is about. Ho-
tel managers sometimes ask for a
copy of the licence but are gener-
ally only interested in establish-
ing that your activities will cause
no inconvenience to their other
guests and whether the antenna
will damage their building in any
way. The possibility of interfer-
ence with the hotel�s TV systems
etc is rarely an issue in my expe-
rience, but it is sometimes neces-
sary to give an assurance that you
will close down in the event of
any sort of problem. By the use of
e-mail and the Internet, it is in-
creasingly simple to answer any
queries and provide the requested
reassurances in advance of arriv-
ing at your destination.

An alternative to taking equip-
ment with you, is to visit a foreign
amateur and operate his already-
established and equipped station
as a �guest operator�. As a li-
cence-holder in your own coun-
try, in many cases you should be
able to operate the foreign station
quite legally under his own
callsign. Alternatively, you may
wish to obtain your own call for
the duration of the expedition. I
operated as UI8A/G3SWH from
the station of Nazim, UI8AA, in
Tashkent, Uzbekistan in 1991 and
as BY1QH/G3SWH from the
Tsing Hua University�s club sta-
tion in Beijing in 1996. A useful

source of holiday DX
locations can be
found on the Internet
[2].

The IOTA Commit-
tee has available a
couple of Yaesu
FT-900AT transceiv-
ers, each complete
with microphone,
Bencher paddle key
and switched mode
power supply. These
are available for loan

to any licensed amateur wishing
to put on an IOTA expedition.
Neville Cheadle, G3NUG
(QTHR), is the custodian and
should be contacted well in ad-
vance of your proposed dates to
ensure the equipment is avail-
able. Unfortunately, the superb
carrying case is too big to fit in
the overhead lockers of most air-
craft and has to be carried in the
hold.

ANTENNAS,
LOGGING & QSLS
YOUR CHOICE OF antenna can
be a problem, as it is very diffi-
cult to predict beforehand the
topography of your holiday lo-
cation. I have experimented with
a variety of different wire anten-
nas over the years and come to
the conclusion that the optimum
is a simple antenna that allows
you to change band quickly,
hence the R-7000 vertical. In
addition, I always carry an as-
sembly of wire dipoles for 80,
40, 30, 20 and 17 metres con-
nected to a common feed point
and fed with 50Ω coax, primarily
designed to be rigged as an in-
verted-vee. With a small ATU,
this arrangement can be made to
resonate on 12 and 10 metres as
well, but takes a little time to
erect. However, not all locations
lend themselves to inverted-vees,
and I also carry a wire dipole for
20 metres, which can be erected
horizontally or as a sloper. Wire
extensions with crocodile clips
can be added for 30 and 40 me-
tres but band changing is obvi-
ously not so efficient, as it means
lowering the antenna, adding or
removing the crocodile clips and
raising it again (not so simple if
you are on the top floor of a

WWW.WWW.WWW.WWW.WWW.
[1] OH2MCN world-wide licensing information:
www.qsl.net/oh2mcn/license.htm
[2] DX holiday locations:
http://pages.prodigy.net/k2kw/qthlist/The author's hand luggage, packed and ready

to go.

seven-sto-
rey building!)

Logging is best car-
ried out on a laptop com-

puter using one of the
many programs available. Hand-
written paper logs are less satis-
factory, becoming quickly illeg-
ible in the heat of the pile-ups. I
have used K1EA�s CT version
7.10 in DXpedition mode for
years and find it extremely sim-
ple to use. It can also be used to
key the rig and further reduce
the stress of running the pile-up.
Having carried out a successful
expedition and satisfied the needs
of at least some of the �Deserv-
ing�, you have a moral obliga-
tion at least to provide a cor-
rectly designed QSL card. In
addition to such obvious details
as your name and callsign and
the name of the DXCC entity,
you may wish to include such
things as the CQ and ITU zone
numbers, latitude and longitude
and (possibly) QRA locator. You
might also care to include a few
words of thanks to your partner,
your host and anyone else who
particularly assisted you in mak-
ing the trip a success. With effect
from 1 January 2001, the name
of the qualifying island named
in the IOTA Directory 2000 must
be included on the QSL card if it
is to count for IOTA. If you do
not wish to carry out the QSLing
chores yourself, there are sev-
eral willing QSL managers - in-
cluding the writer - who will take
on that responsibility. It is better
to make such arrangements and
agree the details beforehand so
that the correct QSL route infor-
mation can be distributed both
on the air and in advance of your
expedition.

FURTHER READING
RSGB IOTA Directory 2000,
edited by Roger Balister,
G3KMA.                                         ♦
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