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A New Structure for Amateur Radio
Licensing in the United Kingdom

THE Radiocomm-
unications Agency (RA)
has announced a series

of changes to the radio amateur
licensing regime, designed to
make it more attractive as a
technical hobby. The changes
include lowering the Morse code
speed requirement for full licen-
sees, amalgamating some li-
cence categories, allowing train-
ees to operate while supervised
before passing an examination
and the introduction of a new
Foundation Class licence.

For more than a hundred years
radio amateurs have been at the
forefront of developments in tel-
ecommunications. In the cur-
rent information and communi-
cation technology expansion, the
Radiocommunications Agency
(RA) and the Radio Society of
Great Britain (RSGB) have
agreed that it is in the national
interest that access to amateur
radio be improved so that radio
amateurs can continue to play a
key role in these technologies.

Amateur radio offers:
●  a source of ongoing investi-
gation and innovation in radio
communication;
●  a way of drawing people into a
technical activity which can re-
sult in them pursuing a career in
engineering, so enhancing the
technical skill base of the United
Kingdom;
●  a source of emergency com-
munications at times when con-
ventional communications links
are strained or out of action;
●  a contribution to international
friendship; and
●  a rewarding and challenging
leisure activity.

The current structure of li-
censing has been based on
three levels, the Novice, Class
A/B and the Full Licence. Both
Novice and Full licences have
two categories, one providing
access to all amateur bands,
the other restricted to those at
50MHz and above.

It is hoped that it may be pos-
sible to simplify this structure

after the World Radio Confer-
ence in 2003. In the meantime
the following changes are being
made to the amateur radio li-
censing structure:

UK CLASS A AND
CLASS A/B LICENCES
EARLIER THIS YEAR the Euro-
pean Conference of Postal and
Telecommunications (CEPT)
recommended that the Morse
requirement for their Class 1
licence (equivalent to a UK
Class A) be reduced from 12 to
5 words per minute (WPM). This
has provided the Agency with
an opportunity to review the
amateur radio licensing struc-
ture. To this end the Agency
intends with immediate effect to
reduce the Morse requirement
for the Class A licence to 5WPM
and to incorporate the Class A/
B into the Class A licence. Class
A/B licence holders will be of-
fered the choice of either retain-
ing their existing M5 callsign or
change to an M0 callsign.

Additionally, to encourage the
practical aspect of amateur ra-
dio training, unlicensed trainees
(on a registered training course)
may be supervised by full li-
cence-holders to operate a sta-
tion and contact other UK li-
censed amateurs. There will be
no time limit on the duration of
any message.

NOVICE LICENCE
WITH EFFECT FROM 1 Octo-
ber 2001, the Novice Amateur
Radio Licence will be re-named
the Intermediate Amateur Ra-
dio Licence. Intermediate (A) li-
censees will be allowed access
to all amateur radio bands. In-
termediate (B) will be allowed

access to all amateur bands at
50MHz and above. All Interme-
diate licensees will be allowed
50 watts output in all bands ex-
cept where a lower power limit
already applies to Amateur (A)
licensees, in which case the
lower level shall apply.

FOUNDATION
LICENCE
THE FINAL CHANGE to the
amateur radio licensing struc-
ture prior to WRC 2003 will be
the introduction of a new ‘Foun-
dation’ licence at the beginning
of 2002. This licence will provide
access to most of the amateur
bands, and restrict licensees to
a maximum power of 10 watts
RF output (see Table 1 ). Trans-
mitting equipment will need to
be commercially-manufactured
items, or properly designed com-
mercial kits.

Study for the Foundation li-
cence may be undertaken over
a weekend, and is based on the
tradition that amateur radio is a
hobby learnt mainly through self-
training. The Foundation sylla-
bus is based on the concept of
producing ‘safe and competent’
radio amateurs.
●  safe, in terms of understand-
ing the personal safety issues
involved.
●  competent, in terms of under-
standing correct operating pro-

cedures and the need to ensure
that transmissions do not inter-
fere with other radio users, and
being able to operate radio equip-
ment efficiently and effectively.

With effect from 1 October
2001, pilot courses will be run to
evaluate the syllabus and train-
ing material, and the Agency
expects the full scheme to be
operational from January 2002.
The RSGB is working with the
Agency to organise these pilot
courses, and will be handling
much of the routine administra-
tion of the training and examina-
tion process, with the Agency
remaining as the licensing au-
thority.

The resulting structure of
amateur licensing is shown in
Fig 1 .

The Agency and the RSGB
hope that by introducing this new
licence level, amateur radio will
become more attractive and
accessible to both young and
old, and that by taking this first
step onto the licensing ladder,
Foundation licensees will be
encouraged to undertake a proc-
ess of self-training to acquire
higher licence privileges in due
course.

It is intended that from 1 Janu-
ary 2004, a revised integrated
structure of qualifications and
examinations for amateur radio
in the UK will come into effect.  ♦

Frequency Max O/P
Bands (MHz) Power

0.1357 - 0.1378 1W (ERP)
1.810 - 24.990 10W
50.00 - 438.0 10W

Table 1: Abbreviated schedule for
the new Foundation Licence.

Fig 1: New licensing structure.
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RSGB YEARBOOK
2002
Edited by Steve
White, G3ZVW

EVERY YEAR the
RSGB Yearbook just
keeps on getting bigger
and bigger. This year is
no exception and the
Yearbook 2002, at 784
pages, is the biggest and
best yet, a massive 70%
bigger than last year’s
book - and at the same
price too! Every page
has been checked and
updated, so you can be
confident that the most
up-to-date information is
at hand.

The Yearbook is far more
than ‘just’ the UK and Ireland
callbook. The information sec-
tion contains virtually every con-
ceivable piece of amateur radio
information that you may need.
There’s not enough space here
to describe everything that’s in -
you’ll have to buy the book for
that! - but it includes a world
prefix list, a complete listing of
all RSGB affiliated clubs and
societies throughout the coun-
try, details of the QSL bureau
and the RSGB audio-visual li-
brary, the GB2RS news broad-
cast schedule, how to deal with
EMC problems, lists of repeat-
ers and beacons, the UK
bandplans, contest details and
stationery and much, much
more. The information was, as
far as is possible, correct as of
1 August, but the publication re-
mains current until December
2002, so changes that occur
during this period will be pub-
lished on the Internet at
www.rsgb.org

A full-colour section includes
a review of the amateur radio
year from July 2000, listings and
photos of RSGB trophy winners
and maps for all UK 6m, 2m,
70cm and 23cm FM, 24cm TV
and 10GHz TV repeaters. The
Yearbook 2002 includes reviews
of equipment such as the new
Yaesu FT-1000MP Mk V and

Kenwood TS-2000 transceivers
and station logkeeping software.
Many of these reviews are also
in colour. Satellite users are not
left out either, with a feature on
operating through the new Os-
car 40 satellite.

The callsign listing (the
‘callbook’) contains all 57,334
UK licences, as supplied by the
Radio Licensing Centre, with
their addresses, unless the de-
tails are withheld by the licence-
holder. Even if the licensee pre-
fers to withhold his or her com-
plete address, many take ad-
vantage of the opportunity to in-
clude personalised entries, ei-
ther instead of, or in addition to,
their address. There are over
1500 such entries.

In addition to the listings in
callsign alphabetical order, Year-
book 2002 includes short wave
listener callsigns, special con-
test callsigns (new this year),
EI (Republic of Ireland) listings,
a listing by surname and a listing
by post towns.

Contrary to popular opinion,
only a handful of pages in the
Yearbook are identical to last
year’s. This makes it well worth
while buying the book every year,
and not just once in a while.

RSGB Yearbook 2002:
Members’ price £13.59
Non-members price £15.99

CALLSEEKER PLUS 2002

THIS YEAR sees a significant
enhancement of the well-known
Callseeker CD-ROM. In addi-
tion to its usual fare (every single
page of the RSGB Yearbook
2002), it is supplemented by the
contents of the EuroCall CD-
ROM.

This means that you now
have immediate access to any
part of the ‘Information Direc-
tory’ section of the Yearbook
plus a full European Callbook!

In the time it takes you to type
in a callsign and press ‘Enter’,
you will have on your screen the
address data for any station in
the following prefix areas: 9A,
DL, EA, EI, ES, F, HA, HB9, I, LX,
LY, OE, OH, ON, OZ, SM, SP,
SV and Z3 - as well as the United
Kingdom, of course.

There are facilities for printing
address labels and anything else
that appears on your screen
from the Yearbook.

Callseeker Plus 2002 CD-ROM:
Members’ price £11.89
Non-members price £13.99

See p26 for a combined Year-
book / Callseeker Plus offer!

THE RSGB ANTENNA
TOOLKIT
by Joe Carr

THE LATE Joe Carr, K4IPV,
completed work on this book
shortly before his untimely death
last year. Although this was the
first time that Joe had written for
the RSGB, this book is a revised
Second Edition of his very popu-
lar original Antenna Toolkit. New
sections on propagation and ad-

ditional antennas have been
added to this second edition.
Like the first one, it includes a
free CD-ROM containing soft-
ware which can be used to cal-
culate the dimensions of anten-
nas described in the book.

Antenna Toolkit is first and
foremost a practical book. An-
tenna theory is covered, but at a
basic level, using the minimum
of mathematics. Around half the
book is devoted to descriptions
of antenna designs, grouped into
separate chapters by antenna
type (Marconi and other unbal-
anced types; Hertzian; ‘limited
space’; large loops and wire
antenna arrays). There are two
completely new chapters in this
new version of the book, on Small
Loop Antennas and Yagi Beam
Antennas.

Each design is described
clearly with a simple but informa-
tive line drawing. Tables give
dimensions and - where neces-
sary - values of capacitance or
inductance for different fre-
quency bands. There are many
dozens of antenna designs de-
scribed, including such favour-
ites as the G5RV, quad loops,
delta loops, the double-extended
Zepp and slopers, plus a few
more unusual designs such as
the swallow tail and the capaci-
tor-tuned wideband dipole. Wire
beam arrays such as the Sterba
curtain, the W8JK array and the
‘bobtail curtain’ are well covered.

The book is written in an easy-
to-read, almost ‘folksy’, style
which shows that the author has
spent many years carrying out
practical antenna experimenta-
tion for himself and that he knows
what he is talking about.

The RSGB Antenna Toolkit:
Members’ price £21.24
Non-members price £24.99.




























































































































































