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Preface

Congratulations on buying the 11th edition of the Radio Communication Handbook. If it is your first Handbook,
you will be amazed at the wealth of information contained in it. Those of you who have bought earlier editions
will notice the many updates and amendments.

Among the updates to this edition are details of experiments taking place at the extremes of the radio spectrum.
At the low end, amateur transmissions below 10kHz have been received over hundreds of kilometres, and at
the high end SSB has been transmitted using light waves. This book gives full details of the equipment used, so
that anyone equipped with a suitable permit (in the case of VLF) and a spirit of adventure can join in. This is the
very essence of amateur radio. 

More down to earth additions include a digital upconverter, modern battery technologies, noise cancelling,
oscillator noise, receiver measurements, propagation prediction software, mobile phone apps, new digital
modes, PIC projects, and much more. 

Extra pages have been allocated to the chapters on Mixers/Amps/Filters, HF Receivers, HF Transmitters, Low
Frequencies, Microwave Transmitters/Receivers, VHF/UHF Antennas, The Great Outdoors and Computers in
the Shack.

Of course the bedrock of the Handbook is the vast amount of basic information, richly illustrated by many
drawings and photographs, and written by experts on each topic. Keep this book handy at all times - you will
want to refer to it constantly.  

As usual, a CD is supplied free with the Handbook, and it is packed with goodies. In addition to a fully search-
able electronic version of this book, there are extra chapters and articles, video and audio files linked to the
SDR chapter, and a wealth of free software which we think will be useful to you.

Thanks go to the 23 authors who have contributed their expertise and those who have suggested ideas since
the last edition. We are always looking for ways to improve the Handbook, so iIf you have any comments or
suggestions, please write to the Radio Communication Editor c/o RSGB.

Mike Dennison, G3XDV
John Fielding, ZS5JF
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